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How	do	I	use	my	knowledge	
organiser?	

Bring	it	to	EVERY	lesson	
and	have	it	on	the	desk	
to	support	you	with	your	
classwork.	

LASACAWAC	
Look	
And	
Say	
And	
Cover	
And	
Write	
And	
Check	Get	your	family	or	friends	to	test	you.	

Make	a	poster	of	the	key	words	to	help	
your	revision.	

Green	pen	your	
answers	in	class	to	
improve	them	with	

key	terms.	

Homework	
Expectation	

Every	week	you	
should	be	set	
homework	from	your	
knowledge	organiser	
in	every	subject.	
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Section	A:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic	States	of	matter;	Elements,	compounds	and	mixtures	

Section	B:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Conservation	of	mass	

Section	D:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Exothermic	and	endothermic	reactions	

Section	C:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Balancing	chemical	equations	

Knowledge	Organiser/	Science/	Chemical	reactions_/	Year	8/	Term	1	Week	1-4	

Exothermic	reactions	give	out	heat	energy.	They	
feel	warm.	
Endothermic	reactions	take	in	energy	from	the	
surroundings	or	by	being	heated.	They	can	feel	
cold.	

Elements	are	made	up	of	one	type	of	
atom	only.	These	can	be	single	atoms	
or	molecules	(two	or	more	atoms	
joined	together.)	
A	compound	is	two	or	more	
elements	chemically	joined	together.		
A	mixture	is	made	up	of	chemicals	or	
elements	that	are	NOT	chemically	
joined	together.	These	can	be	easier	
to	separate	than	compounds.	

Chemical	changes	are	when	
substances	change	appearance,	
colour,	temperature	or	where	
bubbles	can	be	seen.	
Physical	changes	are	a	CHANGE	OF	
STATE		e.g.	solid	to	liquid	and	no	
different	products.	

Atoms	in	a	chemical	reaction	
will	just	rearrange	themselves	
to	make	new	products.	There	
are	always	the	same	atoms	
on	each	side	of	the	arrow.	
This	makes	chemical	
equations	BALANCED.	

Section	E:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Rates	of	reaction	



Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	1	
Section	A	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Section	B	
	

States	of	matter;	Elements,	
compounds	and	mixtures	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Conservation	of	mass	

What	is	an	element?	Name	5.	
What	is	a	compound?	Name	5.	
Describe	a	mixture?	Name	5.	
How	are	compounds	and	mixtures	different?	Give	an	example.	
What	are	the	two	main	types	of	chemical	change?	Give	examples.	
Describe	a	physical	change?	
Describe	a	chemical	change?	
Describe	a	molecule?	Give	three	examples.	
How	are	molecules	and	compounds	different?	
	
Are	different	products	created	during	a	physical	or	chemical	change?	
What	is	the	Law	of	Conservation	of	mass?	
Who	defined	this	law?	
Describe	an	example	of	conservation	of	mass.	
Matter	is	created	every	day?	True	or	False?	
We	lose	matter	when	we	use	it	up?	True/	or	False?	

Questions-	Knowledge	Organiser/	Science/	Chemical	reactions/	Year	8/	Term	1	Week	1-4	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	2	
Section	C	 Balancing	chemical	

equations	
	

What	does	exothermic	mean?	Give	an	example	of	an	exothermic	reaction.	
What	does	endothermic	mean?	Give	an	example	of	an	endothermic	reaction.	
Is	the	temperature	of	an	exothermic	reaction	higher	or	lower	than	the	surroundings?	
Is	the	temperature	of	an	endothermic	reaction	higher	or	lower	than	the	surroundings?	
Give	an	example	of	an	exothermic	reaction	and	an	endothermic	reaction.	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	3	
Section	D	 Exothermic	and	

endothermic	reactions	
Describe	how	atoms	behave	during	a	chemical	reaction.	
Do	the	number	of	atoms	of	an	element	in	a	chemical	reaction	change?	
What	does	a	chemical	equation	show?	
How	do	you	know	a	chemical	equation	is	balanced?	Give	an	example.	
How	do	you	know	a	chemical	equation	is	balanced?	Give	an	example.	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	4	
Section	E	 Rates	of	reaction	 How	does	temperature	affect	the	rate	of	reaction?	

How	does	concentration	affect	the	rate	of	reaction?	
How	does	particle	affect	the	rate	of	reaction?	
How	could	you	increase	the	rate	of	a	reaction?	
How	could	you	decrease	the	rate	of	a	reaction?	



Section	F:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic	Combustion	

Section	G:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Reactions	of	metals	with	acids;	Reactivity	series	

Knowledge	Organiser/	Science/	Chemical	reactions_/	Year	8/	Term	1	Week	5-6	

Complete	combustion	will	
produce	carbon	dioxide,	CO2.	
Incomplete	combustion	(where	
there	is	a	shortage	of	oxygen)	will	
produce	carbon	monoxide,	CO.		If	
there	is	even	less	oxygen	
available,	then	pure	carbon,	C,	is	
produced.		This	is	also	called	SOOT	
or	PARTICULATES.	

More	reactive	metals	will	displace	less	
reactive	metals	in	a	chemical	reaction.	
The	more	reactive	metal	gradually	breaks	
down	as	it	forms	a	solution.	The	less	
reactive	metal	coats	the	surface	of	the	more	
reactive	metal.	
For	example,	magnesium	is	more	reactive	
than	copper.	When	a	piece	of	magnesium	is	
dipped	into	blue	copper	sulfate	solution,	the	
blue	colour	fades	as	colourless	magnesium	
sulfate	solution	forms	brown	copper	coats	
the	surface	of	the	magnesium	

Section	H:	Chemical	reactions	
Topic:	Thermal	decomposition	of	metal	carbonates	

Oxidation	is	when	oxygen	is	
added	to	an	element	to	turn	it	
into	an	oxide.	Rust	is	an	example	
of	oxidsed	iron	to	rom	iron	
oxidised.		Reduction	is	the	
removal	of	oxygen	form	a	
substance.	

When	metal	
carbonates	are	
heated	they	break	
down.	This	is	
called	THERMAL	
DECOMPOSITION.	
CO2	gas	is	given	
off	which	makes	
limewater	go	
cloudy.	

Catalysts	speed	up	a	reaction	without	getting	used	up.		They	are	often	metals	but	can	be	other	
substances.	



Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	5	
Section	F	

	
	
	
	
	
	

Section	G	
	

Combustion	
	
	
	
	
	
	
Reactions	of	metals	with		
acids;	Reactivity	series	

What	is	combustion?	
What	are	the	products	of	combustion?	
Is	combustion	exothermic	or	endothermic?	
Describe	conditions	where	combustion	produces	carbon	dioxide.	
Describe	conditions	where	combustion	produces	carbon	monoxide	and	soot.	
Describe	oxidation	in	terms	of	oxygen.	
	
What	is	produced	when	a	metal	reacts	with	an	acid?	
What	types	of	salts	are	produced	when	metals	react	with	hydrochloric	acid?	
What	types	of	salts	are	produced	when	metals	react	with	sulfuric	acid?	
What	types	of	salts	are	produced	when	metals	react	with	nitric	acid?	
What	is	displacement?	Give	an	example.	

Questions-	Knowledge	Organiser/	Science/	Chemical	reactions/	Year	8/	Term	1	Week	5-6	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	6	
Section	G	

	
	
	
	

Section	H	

Reactions	of	metals	with		
acids;	Reactivity	series	
	
	
	
Thermal	decomposition	of	
metal	carbonates	

What	is	the	reactivity	series	of	metals?	
Why	would	magnesium	change	the	colour	of	copper	sulphate	solution?	
Why	would	aluminium	change	the	colour	of	copper	sulphate	solution?	
What	would	happen	if	mercury	was	added	to	copper	sulphate	solution?	Why.	
	
What	lab	equipment	would	you	need	to	thermally	decompose	a	metal	carbonate?	
What	is	produced	by	thermal	decomposition	of	a	metal	carbonate?	
What	turns	limewater	cloudy?	



Knowledge	Organiser/	Science/	Electromagnets_Electricity	and	Magnetism/	Year	8/	Term	1	

Section	A:	Electricity	
Topic:	Static	electricity	

Section	B:	Electricity	
Topic:	Circuit	symbols	

Sections	C:	Electricity	
Topic:	Current	

Sections	E:	Magnetism	
Topic:	Magnetic	fields	and	Electromagnets	

The	current	is	the	number	of	electrons	going	through	a	point	of	
the	circuit	every	second.	It	is	the	rate	of	flow	of	charge.	

Ammeter’s	
measure	
current	
They	

should	be	
placed	in	
series	with	
the	circuit	

A1=A2=A3	

A1	=	A4	=	A2	+	A3	

When	you	rub	two	
different	materials	

against	each	other,	they	
become	electrically	

charged	

This	is	because	the	
electrons	move	to/from	
the	object	being	rubbed		

Sections	D:	Electricity	
Topic:	Voltage	

The	difference	in	electrical	energy	between	two	points	of	a	circuit	

Voltmeter’s	
measure	
voltage	
They	

should	be	
placed	in	
parallel	
with	the	
circuit	

V1	=	V2	+V3	

Series	Circuit	 Parallel	Circuit	

V1	=	V2	=	V3	

Magnetic	Fields	

Electromagnets	

1.  the	field	lines	have	
arrows	on	them	

2.  the	field	lines	come	
out	of	N	and	go	into	S	

3.  the	field	lines	are	
more	concentrated	at	
the	poles	

Electromagnet	are	made	
stronger	by	doing	these	things:	
•  wrapping	the	coil	around	

an	iron	core	
•  adding	more	turns	to	the	

coil	
•  increasing	the	

current	flowing	through	the	
coil.	



Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	7	
Section	A	

	
	
	
	

Section	B	
	
	

Static	electricity	
	
	
	
	
Circuit	symbols	
	
	
	

What	is	static	electricity?	
What	is	the	name	of	the	force	created	by	two	surfaces	rubbing	together?	
What	sub-atomic	particle	is	transferred	to	create	static	charge?	
What	is	the	charge	carried	by	an	electron?	
Describe	how	charge	can	be	created	when	electrons	move	from	one	surface	to	another?	
What	is	the	difference	between	a	cell	and	a	battery?	
What	is	a	resistor?	
What	is	the	difference	between	a	resistor	and	a	variable	resistor?	
What	does	an	ammeter	and	a	voltmeter	measure?	
Describe	how	an	open	switch	prevents	a	complete	circuit?	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	8	
Section	C	

	
	
	
	
	

Current	
	
	
	
	
	

What	is	current?	
How	should	an	ammeter	be	arranged	to	read	the	current	flow	in	a	circuit?	
The	current	in	a	serial	circuit	is	different		throughout	the	circuit-	True	or	False?	
The	current	in	a	parallel	circuit	is	the	same		throughout	the	circuit-	True	or	False?	
Draw	a	serial	circuit	with	one	battery,	one	bulb	and	an	ammeter.	
Draw	a	parallel	circuit	with	one	battery,	three	bulbs	and	three	ammeters.	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	9	
Section	D	Voltage	 What	is	Potential	difference?	

How	should	a	voltmeter	be	arranged	to	read	the	potential	difference	flow	in	a	circuit?	
The	voltage	in	a	serial	circuit	is	different		throughout	the	circuit-	True	or	False?	
The	voltage	in	a	parallel	circuit	is	the	same		throughout	the	circuit-	True	or	False?	
Draw	a	serial	circuit	with	one	battery,	one	bulb	and	an	voltmeter.	
Draw	a	parallel	circuit	with	one	battery,	three	bulbs	and	three	voltmeters.	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	10	
Section	E	Magnetic	fields	and	

Electromagnets	
	

What	is	a	magnetic	field	line?	
What	shows	the	direction	of	magnetic	field	lines?	
Where	do	magnetic	field	lines	come	out	of,	and	go	into?	Draw	an	example.	
Where	is	the	strength	of	magnetic	field	lines	concentrated?	
Name	three	magnetic	metals?	

Knowledge	Organiser	Homework	Week	11	
Section	E	Magnetic	fields	and	

Electromagnets	
	

What	is	an	electromagnet?	
How	is	an	electromagnet	made?	Describe	an	example.	
How	can	an	electromagnet	be	made	stronger?	
How	does	the	number	of	coils	in	an	electromagnet	affect	its	strength?	Give	an	example.	
What	does	adding	an	iron	core	do	to	the	strength	of	an	electromagnet?	
Why	does	decreasing	the	current	flow	through	an	electromagnet	decrease	it’s	strength?	



‘The Edge’ by Alan Gibbons: A Knowledge OrganiserMain Characters 
 

Cathy Mangam 
 

Danny’s mother; escapes abusive 
partner; originally from Northern 
England  

Victim of domestic violence; Single mother; left 
home because she fell pregnant at 16 with an older 
married man; responsible; loving; naive; vulnerable 

 
 

Danny 
Mangam 

 
16 years old; lives in fear of mum’s 
abusive partner; excellent Cross 
Country runner; mixed race 

 
Mature; innocent; sporty- excellent at long 
distance running; romantic; victim of physical and 
emotional abuse; determined; strong willed 

Chris Kane Abusive partner of Cathy Mangam Arrogant; abusive; sociopath; bully; violent; in 
trouble with police; criminal; predator; intimidating  

 
Harry 
Mangam 

 
Cathy’s father and Danny’s 
grandfather. Married to Joan 

 
Conservative; Old fashioned; racist; ignorant ; 
prejudice; bigot; stubborn; foolish  

 
Joan 
Mangam 

 
Cathy’s mother and Danny’s 
grandmother. Married to Harry 

 
Kind; loving; caring; understanding; open minded; stuck 
in a loveless marriage; bored housewife 

 
Steve 
Parker 

 
Racist school bully. Goes to Edgecliff 
High with Danny 

 
Racist; ignorant; unintelligent; bully; arsonist; criminal; 
intimidating;  prejudice 

 
Des Danny’s father; much older than 

Cathy and is black 

 
Heroic; wants to make amends with Danny and 
Cathy; regretful of past decisions; wants to redeem 
himself with Cathy and Danny  

 

Plot 

 

• Danny Mangam and his mum Cathy escape from London to Northern 
England to a place called Edgecliff 

• Cathy escapes from her abusive partner Chris Kane and takes Danny to live 
with her parents Harry and Joan 

• Danny is in Year 11 and has to start in a new school called Edgecliff High 
• Danny makes friends but also encounters people who take an instant dislike 

to him 
• Danny has problems with a character called Steve Parker and his granddad 

Harry also does not like Danny either 
• Danny is reunited with his biological father Des 
• Cathy’s abusive partner Chris Kane finds out where they have escaped to 

and hunts them down 
• Danny and Cathy stand up to Chris Kane (with help from Harry and Des) 

and he ends up being arrested 
 

 

Language and Structural Devices used by Gibbons  

Font and Italics Each character has a different font of their name which connotes aspects of their 
personality; italics are used to emphasise important information  

 
Present tense This gives a sense of urgency to the novel; creates a quick pace and makes the reader 

feel involved in the action as it unfolds 

Punctuation marks  Ellipses for tension; exclamation marks for tension/excitement; question marks for 
uncertainty and dramatic tension 

 
Repetition  

 
Without fear; animal; chocolate drop; certain words/phrases are repeated to emphasise an 
important theme to the reader  

Symbolism  The act of running symbolises Danny’s physical and metaphorical escape from his life in 
London 

Foreshadowing An event earlier in a story gives a clue to a future event is called foreshadowing. For 
example, Chris Kane finds the newspaper article that Cathy had used as underlay which 
tells him where they are 

Endings and 
Beginnings  

The end of a character’s section coincides with the beginning of the next character’s 
section 

Clichés and 
euphemism  

Harry uses a number of clichés and euphemisms. A cliché is an overused phrase ‘Political 
correctness gone mad’; an euphemism is a polite way of saying something which is 
socially awkward or embarrassing ‘In the family way’ rather than pregnant  

Narrative 
perspective 

A narrative is another word for story and this story is told from different characters’ points 
of view 

Animal imagery An extended metaphor of a wolf is used to describe Chris Kane 

 

Key concepts/themes 

 
Prejudice  Danny is prejudged because he is mixed race. Cathy is prejudged because she is a victim of 

domestic abuse, a single mother and she had an affair with a married man when she was a 
teenager and still at school. Harry is prejudged because he is old and set in his ways and Steve 
Parker and his friends think they can intimidate Harry because he is old 

 
 

Racism  

 
Edgecliff is seen as a predominantly white area. Harry, Steve and some students at Edgecliff High are 
racist towards Danny because he is mixed race. Racism was not an issue in London for Danny and Cathy 
as they lived in a multi-cultural area  

Domestic violence  Cathy is physically, mentally and emotionally abused by Chris Kane. Danny has also been abused by 
Chris Kane 

Friendship  Despite facing racist abuse, Danny finds friends in his new school as well as having loyal friends from 
his old school back in London  

 
Responsibility  Cathy finally takes responsibility for her son and takes him away from an abusive environment but finds 

herself in another toxic environment with her racist father in Edgecliff. Danny takes responsibility by 
standing up to Chris Kane. Harry realises that he has to protect his family and take responsibility for his 
grandson even though he doesn’t agree with mixed race relationships  

Growing 
up  

Even though Danny is in year 11, he has had to endure a lot but he is able to stand up to the bullies 
and find a sense of maturity. Cathy also grows as a character as she is able to stand up to Chris and 
her dad Harry  

 



Main Characters 
  
Cathy Mangam 

  
Danny’s mother; escapes abusive partner; originally from Northern England  

Victim of domestic violence; Single mother; left 
home because she fell pregnant at 16 with an 
older married man; responsible; loving; naive; 
vulnerable 

  
Danny 
Mangam 

  
16 years old; lives in fear of 
mum’s abusive partner; excellent 
Cross Country runner; mixed race 

  
Mature; innocent; sporty- excellent at long 
distance running; romantic; victim of physical and 
emotional abuse; determined; strong willed 

Chris Kane Abusive partner of Cathy Mangam Arrogant; abusive; sociopath; bully; violent; in 
trouble with police; criminal; predator; 
intimidating  

  
Harry 
Mangam 

  
Cathy’s father and Danny’s 
grandfather. Married to Joan 

  
Conservative; Old fashioned; racist; ignorant ; 
prejudice; bigot; stubborn; foolish  

  
Joan 
Mangam 

  
Cathy’s mother and Danny’s 
grandmother. Married to Harry 

  
Kind; loving; caring; understanding; open minded; 
stuck in a loveless marriage; bored housewife 

  
Steve 
Parker 

  
Racist school bully. Goes to 
Edgecliff High with Danny 

  
Racist; ignorant; unintelligent; bully; arsonist; 
criminal; intimidating;  prejudice 

  
Des 

Danny’s father; much older than 
Cathy and is black 

  
Heroic; wants to make amends with Danny and 
Cathy; regretful of past decisions; wants to 
redeem himself with Cathy and Danny  

‘The Edge’ by Alan Gibbons: A Knowledge Organiser	
Plot 

  
•  Danny Mangam and his mum Cathy escape from London to Northern 

England to a place called Edgecliff 
•  Cathy escapes from her abusive partner Chris Kane and takes Danny 

to live with her parents Harry and Joan 
•  Danny is in Year 11 and has to start in a new school called Edgecliff 

High 
•  Danny makes friends but also encounters people who take an instant 

dislike to him 
•  Danny has problems with a character called Steve Parker and his 

granddad Harry also does not like Danny either 
•  Danny is reunited with his biological father Des 
•  Cathy’s abusive partner Chris Kane finds out where they have escaped 

to and hunts them down 
•  Danny and Cathy stand up to Chris Kane (with help from Harry and 

Des) and he ends up being arrested 
  

  

Language and Structural Devices used by Gibbons  

  
Present tense 

This gives a sense of urgency to the novel; creates a quick 
pace and makes the reader feel involved in the action as it 
unfolds 

  
Repetition  

  
Without fear; animal; chocolate drop; certain words/phrases are 
repeated to emphasise an important theme to the reader  

Symbolism  The act of running symbolises Danny’s physical and 
metaphorical escape from his life in London 

Foreshadowin
g 

An event earlier in a story gives a clue to a future event is 
called foreshadowing. For example, Chris Kane finds the 
newspaper article that Cathy had used as underlay which tells 
him where they are 

Clichés and 
euphemism  

Harry uses a number of clichés and euphemisms. A cliché is an 
overused phrase ‘Political correctness gone mad’; an 
euphemism is a polite way of saying something which is 
socially awkward or embarrassing ‘In the family way’ rather 
than pregnant  

Key concepts/themes   

Prejudice -Danny is prejudged because he is mixed race. Cathy is prejudged because she is a 
victim of domestic abuse, a single mother and she had an affair with a married man when she 
was a teenager and still at school. Harry is prejudged because he is old and set in his ways 
and Steve Parker and his friends think they can intimidate Harry because he is old   

Racism -Edgecliff is seen as a predominantly white area. Harry, Steve and some students at 
Edgecliff High are racist towards Danny because he is mixed race. Racism was not an issue in 
London for Danny and Cathy as they lived in a multi-cultural area   

Domestic violence -Cathy is physically, mentally and emotionally abused by Chris Kane. 
Danny has also been abused by Chris Kane   

Friendship/Growing up -Despite facing racist abuse, Danny finds friends in his new school 
as well as having loyal friends from his old school back in London   

  

 



Knowledge	Organiser	Questions	for		English-	The	Edge-	Year	8-	Autumn	Term	

Week	1	

Plot	and	
Character		

1.	What	is	Cathy	and	Danny’s	relationship?	

2.	Why	are	Cathy	and	Danny	running	away?	

3.	Who	is	Chris	Kane?	

4.	Pick	three	adjectives	to	describe	Cathy	and	explain	why	you	have	chosen	them	using	the	text	to	
support	your	point.	

5.	Pick	three	adjectives	to	describe	Danny	and	explain	why	you	have	chosen	them	using	the	text	to	
support	your	point.	

Week	2	

Plot,	
Character	
and	Themes	

1.	What	is	domestic	violence?	

2.	Which	character	is	a	victim	of	domestic	abuse?	

3.	Who	is	Harry	Mangam?	

4.	Who	is	Joan	Mangam?	

5.	What	is	the	name	of	the	area	Cathy	and	Danny	have	run	away	to?	

Week	3	

Character	

Language	
and	
Structural	
Devices	

1.	Who	is	Steve	Parker?	Give	three	adjectives	to	describe	his	character.		

2.	What	is	a	cliché?	Give	an	example.	

3.	What	does	euphemism	mean?	Give	an	example.		

4.	Define	symbolism	and	give	an	example.	

5.		What	is	the	effect	of	using	present	tense	in	the	novel?	

Week	4	

Themes,	
Characters,	
Language	
and	
Structural	
Devices	

1.	Pick	two	themes	and	explain	how	they	link	to	the	story	so	far.		

2.	What	sport	does	Danny	love	to	do?	

3.	What	does	this	sport	symbolise?	

4.	Who	is	Des?	Give	three	adjectives	to	describe	his	character.		

5.	What	themes	do	Danny	and	Des	represent?	

Week	5	

Themes	

Language	
and	
Structural	
Devices	

1.	Pick	another	two	themes	and	explain	how	they	link	to	the	story	so	far.		

2.	Define	repetition	and	give	an	example	from	the	novel.	

3.	Define	foreshadowing	and	give	an	example	from	the	novel.	

4.	How	old	is	Danny	?	

5.	What	is	the	name	of	the	school	that	Danny	attends?	

Week	6	

Plot	
Characters	
Language	
and	
Structural	
Devices	

1.	How	has	Danny	changed	as	a	character	from	the	beginning	of	the	novel?	

2.	What	themes	are	dominant	at	the	end	of	the	story?	Why?	

3.	What	happens	to	Chris	at	the	end	of	the	novel?	

4.	Would	you	make	any	changes	to	the	ending?	Why/why	not?	

5.	Which	character	can	you	relate	to	the	most?	Why?	

	



Section	2:	PLOT	
1	 We	meet	George	and	Lennie	in	an	idyllic,	natural	setting.	

They	discuss	their	dream	of	freedom	&	self-sufficiency.		

2	 They	arrive	at	the	ranch	and	the	claustrophobic	bunkhouse,	
where	we	are	introduced	to	Candy,	the	boss,	Curley,	
Curley’s	Wife,	Slim	and	Carlson.		

3	 Candy’s	dog	is	shot	by	Carlson.	Candy	is	able	to	finance	the	
dream.	Curley	attacks	Lennie.		

	4	 Set	in	Crooks’	ramshackle	shed.	Lennie	and	Curley’s	Wife	
pay	Crooks	a	visit.		

5	 In	the	barn.	Curley’s	Wife	is	killed	by	Lennie	and	Lennie	
escapes.		

6	 Back	‘down	by	the	river’.	George	shoots	Lennie.	The	dream	
is	dead.		

Section	3:	SYMBOLS	
George	and	
Lennie’s	
Farm	

The	farm	George	and	Lennie	hope	to	own	is	a	
symbol	of	the	American	Dream.	Like	a	mirage,	
the	farm	leads	George,	Lennie	and	other	
ranchers	like	Candy	and	Crooks,	to	indulge	in	
the	dream	of	living	“off	the	fatta	the	lan”.	

Rabbits	 Lennie’s	dream	is	to	tend	the	rabbits	on	the	
farm	that	he	and	George	hope	to	one	day	
own.	Lennie	loves	the	rabbits	because	of	their	
soft	fur,	and	his	love	of	touching	soft	things	
leads	to	his	doom.	

Candy’s	
dog	

Candy’s	sheepdog	is	old	and	useless.	Carlson’s	
killing	of	the	dog	makes	it	clear	that	during	
the	depression	only	the	strong	survive.	The	
way	in	which	Carlson	kills	the	dog-	with	a	
gunshot	to	the	back	of	the	head-	foreshadows	
Lennie’s	death	and	likens	Lennie	to	Candy’s	
dog:	they’re	both	powerless,	innocent	and	
doomed.	

Lennie’s	
puppy	

Just	as	Lennie	is	dependent	on	George,	
Lennie’s	puppy	is	entirely	dependent	on	
Lennie.	Like	Lennie,	the	puppy	symbolises	the	
fate	of	the	weak	in	the	face	of	the	strong.	

Section	1:	CHARACTERS	
George	 frustrated,	devoted,	a	dreamer		

Lennie	 childlike,	unassuming,	physically	
powerful		

Candy	 unloved,	an	outcast,	aging		

Curley	 insecure,	unmerciful,	jealous		

Curley’s	wife	 a	seductive	temptress,	
objectified,	lonely,	nameless		

Crooks	 cynical,	proud,	isolated		

Slim	 compassionate,	wise,	respected		

Carlson	 heartless,	insensitive		

Section	5:	THEMES	AND	CONTEXT	

Steinbeck	encourages	us	to	empathise	with	the	
plight	of	migrant	workers	during	the	Great	
Depression.		

The	American	Dream	is	shown	to	be	impossible:	
reality	defeats	idealism.		

The	novella	explores	the	human	need	for	
companionship	and	the	tragedy	of	loneliness.		

Steinbeck	reveals	the	predatory	nature	of	
mankind:	the	powerless	are	targeted	by	the	
powerful.		

Steinbeck	explores	the	tension	between	the	
inevitability	of	fate	and	the	fragility	of	human	
dreams.		

Steinbeck	explores	the	tension	between	the	
inevitability	of	fate	and	the	fragility	of	human	
dreams.		

The	novella	is	an	indictment	of	the	way	society	
treats	the	dispossessed.		

Section	4:	KEY	QUOTES	
George		 C1.	“Guys	like	us,	that	work	on	

ranches,	are	the	loneliest	guys	in	
the	world.	They	got	no	family.	
They	don’t	belong	no	place.	.	.	“		
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Lennie		 C1	“Slowly,	like	a	terrier	who	
doesn’t	want	to	bring	a	ball	to	its	
master,	Lennie	approached,	drew	
back,	approached	again.	

Slim	 C2	“Aint	many	guys	travel	around	
together,	he	mused.	I	don’t	know	
why.	Maybe	ever’body	in	the	
whole	damn	world	is	scared	of	
each	other.’’	

Candy	 C3.	"I	ought	to	of	shot	that	dog	
myself,	George.	I	shouldn't	of	
ought	to	let	no	stranger	shoot	my	
dog"		

George	 C3.	“We	wouldn’t	ask	nobody	if	
we	could.	Jus’	say,	‘We’ll	go	to	
her,’	an’	we	would	“	

Crooks	 C4.	“Ever’body	wants	a	little	piece	
of	lan’.	I	read	plenty	of	books	out	
here.	Nobody	never	gets	to	
heaven,	and	nobody	gets	no	land.”		

Crooks	 C4	“A	guy	needs	somebody	to	be	
near	him.	He	whined,	a	guy	goes	
nuts	if	he	ain’t	got	nobody”	

Curley’s	
wife	

C5.	And	the	meanness	and	the	
plannings	and	the	discontent	and	
the	ache	for	attention	were	all	
gone	from	her	face.	She	was	very	
pretty	and	simple,	and	her	face	
was	sweet	and	young.		

Part	6	 C6.	“A	silent	head	and	beak	lanced	
down	and	plucked	it	out	by	the	
head,	and	the	beak	swallowed	the	
little	snake	while	its	tail	waved	
frantically.”		

George	 C6.	“No,	Lennie.	I	ain’t	mad.	I	
never	been	mad,	an’	I	aint	now.	
That’s	a	thing	I	want	ya	to	know	



Knowledge	Organiser	Questions	for	English	–	Of	Mice	&	Men	–	Year	8	–	Autumn	Term		

Week	1	

Characters	
Section	

1.List	three	words	to	describe	George	

2.Who	is	described	as	childlike	and	unassuming?	

3.List	five	characters	whose	names	begin	with	C	

4.	Describe	Candy	in	your	own	words	

5.Which	character	does	not	have	a	name?	

Week	2	

Plot	Section	

1.	What	is	George	and	Lennie’s	dream?	

2.	How	would	you	describe	where	the	men	sleep	on	the	ranch?	

3.	Who	shoots	Candy’s	dog	and	why?	

4.	Describe	the	relationship	between	George	and	Lennie	in	your	own	words	

5.List	all	the	characters	that	can	be	described	as	lonely	

Week	3	

Symbols	&	
Plot	Sections	

1.	What	could	the	farm	symbolise?	

2.	What	does	Lennie	regularly	dream	about?	

3.	Find	a	quote	that	symbolises	the	American	dream	

4.	Why	does	Candy	want	to	help	with	George	&	Lennie’s	dream?	

5.	How	is	Lennie’s	relationship	with	his	puppy	similar	to	his	relationship	with	George?	

Week	4	

Quotes	
Section	

1.	Who	said	“Guys	like	us	that	work	on	ranches	are	the	loneliest	guys	in	the	world.”	

2.	Which	animals	does	Lennie	get	compared	to?	

3.	Complete	the	quote:		“Maybe	everybody	in	the…	

4.	What	does	Candy	regret	NOT	doing	in	chapter	3?	

5.	What’s	the	excuse	Curley’s	wife	uses	to	talk	to	the	ranch	workers?	

Week	5	

Themes	and	
Context	
Section	

1.	What	does	Steinbeck	want	us	to	empathise	with	in	1930s	America?	

2.	What	is	the	main	message	Steinbeck	has	about	loneliness?	

3.	What	does	Steinbeck	think	is	inevitable?	

4.	List	three	things	that	happened	during	the	great	depression	

5.	What	is	the	nature	of	mankind	that	Steinbeck	reveals?	

Week	6	

All	Sections	

1.	List	three	words	to	describe	Crooks	

2.	Who	shot	Candy’s	dog	and	why?	

3.	Lennie	accidentally	kills	a	mouse	in	chapter	1.		What	could	this	symbolise?	

4.	Who	is	slim	and	how	is	he	described?	

5.	Where	does	the	novel	begin	and	end?	

	



3.	and	4.	Plate	Boundaries	

Divergent:	plates	move	
apart	(diverge).	
Volcanoes	and	earthquakes	
Examples:	Iceland;	East	
African	Rift	Valley	

	
	
	
	
	

Convergent:	The	plates	
converge,	the	oceanic	plate	
subducts	under	continental	
plate.	
Volcanoes	and	earthquakes	
occur	
Example:	The	Andes	

	
	
	
	
	

Conservative:	plates	slide	
alongside	each	other	
Earthquakes	occur	
	
	
Example:	San	Andreas	Fault	
in	California	

	

	
	
	
	

Collision:	continental	plates	
collide	into	each	other	as	
they	move	towards	each	
other	(converge)	
Fold	mountains	and	
Earthquakes	occur.	
Example:	Himalayas	

2.	Convection	Currents	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

1.	The	earth’s	structure	–	key	terms	

The	Crust	 	
The	rocky	outer	layer	of	the	earth	made	of	
oceanic	and	continental	crust	

The	
Mantle	

Semi-molten	rock,	moving	beneath	the	
earth’s	crust.	It	is	the	movement	
(convection	currents)	in	the	mantle	which	
cause	tectonic	plates	to	move	

The	Outer	
Core	

A	2000km	thick	liquid	made	up	largely	of	
iron	and	nickel	

The	Inner	
Core	

A	2000km	thick	liquid	made	up	largely	of	
iron	and	nickel	

Tectonic	
Plates	

Huge	plates	(oceanic	and	continental)	that	
make	up	the	earth’s	crust,	and	which	
move	because	of	convection	currents	

Convection	
Currents	

Currents	in	the	mantle	which	cause	the	
tectonic	plates	to	move,	caused	by	
extreme	heat	from	the	earth’s	core	

Heat	from	the	core	causes	convection	currents	in	the	
mantle.	These	cause	the	mantle	to	move	as	it	heats	and	
cools.	These	currents	slowly	move	the	crust	around.	In	
some	places	the	crust	is	destroyed.	In	other	places	new	
crust	is	formed	

5.	Key	Terminology	–	Volcanoes	and	
Earthquakes	

Year	8	Geography	–	Tectonics	
Magma	 Molten	(liquid)	rock	in	the	mantle	

Lava	 Magma	that	has	reached	the	
surface	

Pressure	 Physical	force	(pressure	builds	
up	when	tectonic	plates	lock	
together	and	can’t	move)	

Friction	 Resistance	or	difficulty	in	
moving.	Tectonic	plates	are	
rough	and	so	there	is	friction	
when	they	move	past	each	
other	

Volcano	 When	lava	erupts	from	the	
earths	mantle.	Can	be	shield	
volcanoes	or	composite	
volcanoes.	

Earthquake	 When	the	ground	shakes	due	to	
the	release	of	pressure.	
Measured	on	the	Richter	Scale	
6.	Key	Terminology		

Ocean	trench A	deep	valley	formed	
on	the	ocean	floor	
where	one	tectonic	
plate	subducts	under	
another 

Tsunami Large	ocean	wave	caused	by	
underwater	earthquake 

Fold	mountain	 Mountains	that	formed	
when	tectonic	plates	collide	
and	cause	the	plates	to	
bend	and	fold	



Year	8	Geography		-	Tectonics		

Week	1	

1. What	is	the	crust?	
2. What	is	the	mantle?	
3. What	is	the	inner	core?	
4. What	is	the	outer	core?	
5. What	are	plate	tectonics?	

Week	2	

1. What	are	convection	currents?	
2. Where	do	convection	currents	occur?	
3. What	2	things	happen	as	a	result	of	convection	currents?	
4. What	causes	the	convection	currents?	
5. What	speed	do	convection	currents	move?	

Week	3	

1. Draw	a	diagram	of	a	divergent	plate	boundary	
2. What	happens	at	a	divergent	plate	boundary?	
3. Draw	a	diagram	of	a	convergent	plate	boundary	
4. What	happens	at	a	convergent	plate	boundary?	
5. What	is	the	geographical	term	for	oceanic	plate	‘going	under’	continental	plate?	

Week	4	

1. Draw	a	diagram	of	a	conservative	plate	boundary	
2. What	happens	at	a	conservative	plate	boundary?	
3. Draw	a	diagram	of	a	collision	plate	boundary	
4. What	happens	at	a	collision	plate	boundary?	
5. Give	an	example	of	a	conservative	and	a	collision	plate	boundary?	

Week	5	

1. What	is	the	difference	between	magma	and	lava?	
2. What	causes	friction	between	plates?	
3. What	is	pressure?	
4. What	are	the	two	types	of	volcanoes?	
5. What	is	an	earthquake?	

Week	6	

1. What	is	an	ocean	trench?	
2. What	causes	a	tsunami?	
3. What	is	a	fold	mountain?	
4. Where	might	fold	mountains	occur?	
5. Where	might	tsunami’s	occur?	

	



Week	5:	Independence	Movements	and	Resistance	
-	Aurangzeb’s	religious	reforms	led	to	resistance,	including	a	30-year	
rebellion	by	the	Rajputs.	
-	Aurangzeb	fought	a	26-year	war	against	the	Marathas	for	control	of	
the	Deccan	region.	His	victories	expanded	the	Mughal	Empire	to	its	
greatest	extent,	but	weakened	it	by	costing	so	much	money	and	killing	
100,000	men	a	year	for	the	last	ten	years.	
-	In	1739,	Nadir	Shah	(shah	of	Persia)	invaded	the	Mughal	Empire	and	
briefly	captured	the	capital,	Delhi.	His	army	killed	around	30,000	
people	in	one	day	as	well	as	stealing	much	of	Delhi’s	wealth.	

		

	

The	Mughal	Empire	–	Y8	Term	1	

Week	1:	What	was	the	Mughal	Empire?	
-	Mughal	Empire	existed	1526-1857	
-	Founded	by	Babur	(descendant	of	Genghis	Khan)	
-	The	Mughals	called	it	the	Timurid	Empire;	also	known	as	Hindustan	
-	Emperor	Akbar	extended	the	empire	to	cover	almost	the	whole	
Indian	subcontinent	
-	At	its	biggest,	the	Mughal	Empire	had	150	million	people.	
-	Capital	city:	Agra	and	then	Shahjahanabad	(walled	city	within	Delhi)	
-	The	empire	was	a	multi-ethnic	state	and	saw	the	spread	of	the	
Hindustani	language	(covering	Hindi	and	Urdu)	around	the	region.	

Week	2:	Rulers	and	Religion	
-	Mughal	emperors	were	part	Rajput	and	part	Persian	
-	Akbar	expanded	empire	through	warfare	and	diplomacy	
-	Shah	Jahan	saw	culture	and	luxury	of	Mughal	court	reach	its	peak	
-	Akbar	created	Din-i-Ilahi,	new	religion,	and	allowed	religious	freedom	
-	Last	emperor	was	Bahadur	Shah	Zafar	
-	All	Mughal	emperors	were	Muslim	
-	Most	people	of	the	empire	were	Hindu	and	some	Sikh	
-	Aurangzeb	was	the	first	emperor	to	impose	Sharia	law;	he	also	tore	
down	Hindu	temples	and	created	a	heavy	tax	on	Hindus.	
-		

Week	3:	Culture,	Art,	Architecture		
-	Shah	Jahan	built	the	Taj	Mahal	at	Agra:	white	marble	tomb	for	his	
wife	Mumtaz	Mahal,	and	later	for	him.		It	was	built	between	1632	and	
1653	and	cost	the	equivalent	of	£660	million.	
-	Mughals	developed	unique	architecture	and	their	forts,	palaces	and	
tombs	are	tourist	attractions	today,	eg	Red	Fort	and	Shalimar	Gardens	
-	Mughal	art	combined	colour	and	boldness	of	Indian	art	with	Persian	
techniques.	Artists	came	from	Iran	to	set	up	studios.	
-	Many	Mughal	paintings	focused	on	animals,	birds	and	courtly	life,	as	
well	as	historical	and	mythical	scenes.	
	

Week	4:	Cities,	Industrialisation	and	Technology	
-	15%	of	people	in	Mughal	Empire	lived	in	cities	–	more	than	entire	
urbanised	population	of	Europe.	
-	Biggest	cities	were	Agra,	Lahore,	Dhaka	and	Delhi.	
-	Cities	acted	as	markets	for	trade	as	well	as	political	and	military	
centres.	
-	Mughal	Empire	was	the	biggest	manufacturing	centre	in	global	trade	
-	Mughals	exported	cotton,	silks,	spices,	indigo	dye	and	saltpetre	
(ingredient	for	gunpowder)	to	the	rest	of	the	world.	
-	Mughal	technological	progress	included	shampoo	and	gunpowder.	

Week	6:	Decline	and	Defeat	of	Mughal	Empire	
-	From	1707,	the	Mughal	Empire	began	to	decline	(weaken)	because	it	
had	lost	money,	faced	religious	rebellion	and	rulers	lost	popularity.		
-	In	1719,	there	were	four	different	Mughal	Emperors,	showing	the	
weakness	of	the	royal	family.	
-	The	Marathas	took	over	more	and	more	of	the	Mughal	Empire	from	
the	north	with	expert	horsemen	cutting	off	supplies	to	Mughal	forts.	
-	The	Mughal	Empire	was	also	attacked	by	the	Persians	and	Afghans.	
-	The	last	Mughal	Emperor,	Bahadur	Shah	Zafar,	was	removed	by	the	
British	government,	who	established	British	Empire	in	India.	



	

Knowledge	Organiser	Questions	for	History	–	Mughal	Empire	–	Y8	–	Term	1	

Week	1	 1.	Who	founded	the	Mughal	Empire?	

2.	When	did	the	Mughal	Empire	exist?		

3.	Name	the	two	capital	cities	of	the	Mughal	Empire.	

4.	How	many	people	lived	in	the	Mughal	Empire?	

5.	Where	was	the	Mughal	Empire?	

Week	2	 1.	Which	emperor	expanded	the	Mughal	Empire	significantly?	

2.	What	religion	were	Mughal	emperors?	

3.	Name	the	three	main	religions	in	the	Mughal	Empire.	

4.	What	religion	did	Akbar	create	in	the	Mughal	Empire?	

5.	How	did	Aurangzeb	change	religion	in	the	Mughal	Empire?	

Week	3	 1.	Who	built	the	Taj	Mahal?	

2.	When	was	the	Taj	Mahal	built?	

3.	Name	two	features	of	Mughal	art.	

4.	Which	two	artistic	cultures	were	combined	by	the	Mughals?	

5.	Give	two	examples	of	Mughal	architecture	other	than	the	Taj	Mahal.	

Week	4	 1.	How	much	of	the	Mughal	Empire’s	population	lived	in	cities?	

2.	Name	three	big	Mughal	cities.	

3.	Name	three	things	the	Mughal	Empire	exported.	

4.	What	did	the	Mughals	invent?	

5.	What	were	Mughal	cities	famous	for?	

Week	5	 1.	Who	fought	back	against	Aurangzeb’s	religious	reforms?	

2.	Which	people	did	Aurangzeb	try	to	defeat,	who	would	later	cause	big	problems	for	the	Mughal	
Empire?	

3.	How	many	people	were	killed	each	year	in	Aurangzeb’s	wars	in	the	Deccan?	

4.	When	did	Nadir	Shah	invade?	

5.	How	many	people	in	Delhi	did	Nadir	Shah	massacre?	

Week	6	 1.	Name	two	reasons	the	Mughal	Empire	declined	in	the	18th	century.	

2.	What	was	a	tactic	of	the	Marathas?	

3.	Which	area	of	the	Mughal	Empire	did	they	take	over?	

4.	Who	else	attacked	the	Mughal	Empire?	

5.	Who	was	the	last	Mughal	Emperor?	
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	 Religion and Philosophy Knowledge Organiser - Year 8: Judaism	

1. Who was Abraham? 

- In the book of Genesis, God says, ‘Take your son Isaac to the land of 
the Moriah.  Offer him as a sacrifice there.’ 
- This was a test of his faith. 
- Originally named Abram, he was re-named Abraham, a name that 
means ‘Father of the nations’. 
- His wife Sarai was re-named Sarah, which means princess.  She was 
to become the mother of Abraham’s children and as important as a 
royal. 
- These changes of name showed the beginning of what Jews believe 
was a covenant with Abraham. 
- Covenant: A promise made by God to care for the Jewish people.  
 
 

2. Who was Moses? 

- Moses was adopted by the Egyptian royal family when he 
was a baby. 
- Eventually he was convinced that he had been called by 
God to set the Jewish people free from slavery. 
- Moses had a religious experience where he saw a burning 
bush and heard the word of God. 
- God sent plagues which enabled Moses to lead the Jewish 
people out of Egypt. 
- Jews smeared lamb’s blood on their doors to avoid the 
Angel of Death in an event known as Pesach (Passover). 
- The escape from Egypt is called the Exodus. 
- He was given the Torah at Mount Sinai.  This is the 
teachings of God including the 10 Commandments. 

3. What is the covenant? 

- Jews believe God made a promise 
to care for them and that they are 
chosen to be His people.   
- They believe the first covenant 
was made with Noah, when God 
promised never to destroy the 
whole world again and gave the 
rainbow as a sign of his love. 
- Jews are monotheists: which 
means they believe in the 
existence of one God. 
- Jews are told that they must not 
worship idols: statues of gods. 
 

4. How do Jews worship? 

- A synagogue is a building where Jews go to worship. 
- The main service is held each week on Saturday 
(Shabbat).   
 

 

5. What is the Jewish way of 
life? 

1. Mezuzah: Scroll containing the 
Shema. 
2. Shema: Prayer affirming belief 
in one God. 
3. Kosher: Food seen as pure and 
acceptable by Jews and according 
to the Torah. 
4. Trefah: Food seen as impure 
and unacceptable by Jews and 
according to the Torah. 
5. Tallit: Prayer shawl. 
6. Kippah: Small cap worn by men. 



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for RP, Judaism Year 8  

Week 1 1. What happened to Abraham? 
2. Do you agree with his actions?  Why or why not? 
3. Why did this happen to Abraham? 
4. What questions does this raise about God? 
5. Why is this story very important to Jewish people? 

Week 2 1. What happened to Moses? 
2. Do you agree with his actions?  Why or why not? 
3. Why did this happen to Moses? 
4. What questions does this raise about God? 
5. Why is this story very important to Jewish people? 

Week 3 1. What does ‘covenant’ mean? 
2. How do Jews understand the covenant with God? 
3. What happened to Noah? 
4. What questions does this raise about God? 
5. Why is this story very important to the Jewish people? 

Week 4 1. What is the eternal light? 
2. What is the ark? 
3. What are the Torah Scrolls? 
4. What is the siddur? 
5. What is the bimah? 

Week 5 1. What is a Mezuzah and what does it hold? 
2. What does kosher mean? 
3. What does trefah mean? 
4. What is a tallit? 
5. What is a kippah? 

Week 6 1. What happened to Abraham and why is this important? 
2. What happened to Moses and why is this important?  
3. What happened to Noah and why is this important? 
4. Why do many Jews to to Synagogue on Saturday (Shabbat)? 
5. How do Jewish food laws influence the lives of Jewish people today? 

 



Year	8	–	Electoral	Process	–	Autumn	1		
	Key	Words	–	Week	1	
Democracy	–		A	form	of	government	where	the	people	exercise	power	
by	voting.	
Government	–	A	group	of	people	who	officially	govern	/control	a	
country.	
Election	–	a	process	in	which	people	vote	to	choose	a	person	or	group	
of	people	to	hold	an	official	position.	
MP	–	stands	for	Member	of	Parliament.	
Manifesto	-	a	written	statement	of	the	beliefs,	aims,	and	policies	of	an	
political	party		
General	Election	–	an	election	in	which	the	people	living	in	a	country	
vote	to	choose	the	government.	
Constituency	–		a	section	of	society	that	can	provide	political	support	
to	a	particular	party	or	representative.	
Constituents	–		the	members	of	a	recognised	constituency.	
‘First	past	the	post’	–	an	electoral	system	used	to	elect	MPs	to	
parliament	as	well	as	to	decide	the	results	of	government	elections.	

Think	
Spot!	

	
	
	

Key	questions		-	Week	4	
a) 	What	is	a	ballot	box	?		
b) 	Who	is	not	allowed	to	vote	?		
c) 	What	is	a		referendum	?		
d) 	How	do	you	become	an	MP?		
e) 	How	often	do	we	have	a	General	
Election?	

Where	to	go	for	help	–	Week	6	
www.conservatives.com	
www.labour.org.uk	
www.libdems.org	
www.parliament.uk	
www.simplepolitics.co.uk	
www.greenparty.org.uk		
	

	 		
	

Key	questions		-	Week	5	
	
1)  Do	you	think	it	is	good	for	people	to	

vote?	Give	your	reasons?	
2)  Do	you	think	it	is	good	to	use	schools	as	

polling	stations	for	voting?	Give	your	
reasons	

3) What	are	some	of	the	advantages	and	
disadvantages	of	the	‘first-past-the-post’	
system?	

4) Other	than	a	Democratic	Government,	
name	3	other	types	of	Government?	

	
	

P
ersonal											S

ocial											H
ealth								C

itizenship						E
ducation	

Have	you	
completed	

your	
home	

learning?	

-	There	are	650	constituencies	in	the	United	Kingdom.	
-	In	1997	elections,	Labour	achieved	418	seats	(votes)	–	the	
highest	ever	for		a	single	party.		
-	In	2015	there	were	191	female	Members	of	Parliament.	
-	There	are	51	black	and	ethnic	minority	Members	of	
Parliament	in	2019		

Key		Facts	–	Week	3		
-	Democracy	is	the	most	common	type	of	Government	in	the	Western	world.	
-	The	Houses	of	Parliament	is	has	two	main	chambers	–	The	House	of	Commons	and	The	House	of	
Lords	.	The		Commons		has		green	seats	the	Lords	has	red	seats	.	
-	General	Elections	are	held	every	5	years.	The	last	General	Election	was	in	2017,	won	by	the	
Conservative	Party.	
- 	The	2017	Conservative	manifesto	included	a	promise	to	add	an	extra	£4bn	to	school	across	England	
by	2022.	
- 	Ruth	Cadbury,	MP	for	Brentford	and	Isleworth,	holds	regular	advice	surgeries	every	week.	

	

Key		Statistics		–	Week	2	



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for  PSHCE  Year 8  

Week 1 1. What form of government do we have in this country?  
2. What does MP stand for?  
3. Who writes a manifesto?  
4. What do we mean by ‘first past the post’?  
5. Who do constituent vote for?  

Week 2 1. Who is the prime minster?  
2. How many constituencies are there in the UK?  
3. In 2015 how many female members of parliament were there?  
4. Which party has received the highest number of seats in an 
election?  
5. How many BME MPs are there today?  
 

Week 3 1. Name the two cambers in the house of parliament?  
2. What is meant by a ‘surgery’ when referring to MPs? 
3. Who is the local MP for Chiswick school? 
4. Name one thing that went into the conservative parties’ manifesto 

in 2017?  
5. Who was the Prime minster before Teresa May?  

Week 4 1. What is a ballot box ?  
2.  Who is not allowed to vote ?  
3.  What is a  referendum ?  
4.  How do you become an MP?  
5.  How often do we have a General Election? 

  

Week 5 1. Why should people vote ? Do you think it is good for people to 
vote? Give your reasons? 

2. Do you think it is good to use schools as polling stations for 
voting? Give your reasons 

3. What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of the 
‘first-past-the-post’ system? 

4. Other than a democratic Government, name 3 other types of 
Government?  

5. What could be done to improve voter turnout?   
 

Week 6  1. Name one policy of the Conservative party . 
2. Name one policy of the Labour  party.  
3. Name one policy of the Liberal democrats.  
4. Name one policy of Green party.  
5. Identify the party logos.  

 



Year 8 Drama – Knowledge Organiser – Crime  
Follows the story of a 14-year-old boy called ‘Tommy’ who makes some bad choices in his life. 

Assessment: 5-minute performance minimum, with full costume, lights and sound with a 
written evaluation.  

Keyword Definition Hot seating A technique to build a complex character where an actor sits 
in a chair  

and gets asked a series of questions that they must answer in role. 3 dimensional character  
Creating a character, as complex as you are, with a backstory, family, likes, dislikes, memories. 
You must change your voice and movement to become totally convincing as another person. 
Practitioner Someone with his or her own, unique ideas about acting. Stanislavski Believed 
you must perform realistic, believable characters. Conscience alley  
Freezing the action to get an insight into the character’s conscience – the angel vs devil/ right 
vs wrong thought process. Thought tracking  
Freezing the action and revealing the character’s inner thoughts directly to the audience. 
Freeze frame  
To do a freeze frame successfully you need to be still, have levels, and have interesting 
gestures and facial expressions. Monologue A longer piece of thought tracking, usually 
emotional. Marking the moment  
Using slow motion, repetition, music, silence, lighting, or a monologue and freeze frame to 
highlight the most important moment in the scene for the audience. Cross cutting  
Using a split stage to show two things happening at the same time but in different locations. 
Voice skills Angry tone, London accent, informal phrasing (slang), fast pace Physical skills  
Tense shoulders, aggressive stance, head in hands, clenched fists, closed/open body 
language, no eye contact, gritted teeth/scrunched up nose facial expression, upright/slouched 
posture  
Questions about keywords Questions for the PEE paragraphs –  
written assessment.  
Questions about the 4 types of staging 1. Why do we use hot seating? 

2. What is the definition of hot  
seating? 3. Name 5 things you must do to  
create a 3 dimensional character 4. What is the definition of a  
practitioner? 5. If my unique idea of acting is to  
make characters as realistic as possible, which practitioner am I? 6. 
Name the four things you must do to create a successful freeze 
frame. 7. What is the definition of cross  
cutting? 8. Name four ways you can mark the moment in a 
performance. 9. Why do we mark the moment? 10. Why is a 
monologue  



appropriate for Tommy’s story?  
• You are playing the role of Tommy.  
1. Name the 4 types of staging. Describe the physical skills you would use to 
play this character when he is with his mates in the park and car before the accident. 
Refer to how you would use facial expressions, posture, and gestures and say why this 
would  
2. How many sides will the  
audience sit in traverse staging? 3. How many sides will the  
audience sit in proscenium arch be effective for the audience.  
staging? 4. Which type of staging has a  
• You are playing the role of Tommy’s dad. Describe how you would play this character 
when he sees the police at the door, and hits Tommy in the face. Describe how you 
would use your voice, facial expressions,  
stage house? 5. Which type of staging will have  
the audience around 3 sides? 6. Which type of staging has an  
‘apron’? gestures and posture and say why  
7. What are the difficulties of this would be effective for the audience.  
staging theatre in the round? 8. What are the benefits of  
• You are playing the role of Tommy’s mum. Describe the acting skills you would use to 
play this character at the moment she finds out her son is found guilty. Make reference 
to the  

staging theatre in the round? 9. Typically, what productions are  
shown using proscenium arch staging? 10. Which type of staging is 

most use of, facial expressions, posture,  
appropriate for Tommy’s story? and body language and say why this would be 
effective for the audience.  



   

Keyword Definition  

Hot seating A technique to build a complex character where an actor sits in a chair 
and gets asked a series of questions that they must answer in role.  

3 
dimensional 
character 

Creating a character, as complex as you are, with a backstory, family, 
likes, dislikes, memories. You must change your voice and movement 
to become totally convincing as another person.   

Practitioner Someone with his or her own, unique ideas about acting. 

Stanislavski  Believed you must perform realistic, believable characters.  

Conscience 
alley 

Freezing the action to get an insight into the character’s conscience – 
the angel vs devil/ right vs wrong thought process.  

Thought 
tracking  

Freezing the action and revealing the character’s inner thoughts 
directly to the audience.  

Freeze 
frame  

To do a freeze frame successfully you need to be still, have levels, and 
have interesting gestures and facial expressions.  

Monologue  A longer piece of thought tracking, usually emotional.  

Marking the 
moment 

Using slow motion, repetition, music, silence, lighting, or a monologue 
and freeze frame to highlight the most important moment in the scene 
for the audience.  

Cross 
cutting 

Using a split stage to show two things happening at the same time but 
in different locations.  

Voice skills Angry tone, London accent, informal phrasing (slang), fast pace  

Physical 
skills  

Tense shoulders, aggressive stance, head in hands, clenched fists, 
closed/open body language, no eye contact, gritted teeth/scrunched 
up nose facial expression, upright/slouched posture  

Year 8 Drama – Knowledge Organiser – Crime 

Follows the story of a 14-year-old boy called ‘Tommy’ 

who makes some bad choices in his life. Assessment: 

5-minute performance minimum, with full costume, 

lights and sound with a written evaluation.  



Questions about keywords Questions for the PEE paragraphs – 
written assessment. 

Questions about the 4 types of 
staging 

1. Why do we use hot seating? 
2. What is the definition of hot 

seating?  
3. Name 5 things you must do to 

create a 3 dimensional 
character  

4. What is the definition of a 
practitioner? 

5. If my unique idea of acting is to 
make characters as realistic as 
possible, which practitioner am 
I? 

6. Name the four things you must 
do to create a successful freeze 
frame.  

7. What is the definition of cross 
cutting? 

8. Name four ways you can mark 
the moment in a performance. 

9. Why do we mark the moment? 
10.  Why is a monologue 

appropriate for Tommy’s story?  

 You are playing the role of Tommy. 
Describe the physical skills you would 
use to play this character when he is 
with his mates in the park and car 
before the accident. Refer to how you 
would use facial expressions, posture, 
and gestures and say why this would 
be effective for the audience. 

 
 You are playing the role of Tommy’s 

dad. Describe how you would play 
this character when he sees the 
police at the door, and hits Tommy in 
the face. Describe how you would use 
your voice, facial expressions, 
gestures and posture and say why 
this would be effective for the 
audience. 

 

 You are playing the role of Tommy’s 
mum. Describe the acting skills you 
would use to play this character at 
the moment she finds out her son is 
found guilty. Make reference to the 
use of, facial expressions, posture, 
and body language and say why this 
would be effective for the audience. 

1. Name the 4 types of staging. 
2. How many sides will the 

audience sit in traverse 
staging? 

3. How many sides will the 
audience sit in proscenium arch 
staging? 

4. Which type of staging has a 
stage house? 

5. Which type of staging will have 
the audience around 3 sides? 

6. Which type of staging has an 
‘apron’? 

7. What are the difficulties of 
staging theatre in the round? 

8. What are the benefits of 
staging theatre in the round? 

9. Typically, what productions are 
shown using proscenium arch 
staging?  

10.  Which type of staging is most 
appropriate for Tommy’s story? 
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How to read drum scores 

Year 8 Knowledge Organiser – Autumn Term 1 

Focus: Musical Futures - Popular Song 

 

 

Bass 

Drum 

The 4 chords commonly used in pop songs 

How to read guitar chord boxes 

Snare Drum 

Hi-Hat 
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4 
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 Knowledge Organiser Questions for Music – ‘Musical Futures - Popular Song’ – Year 8 Autumn Term 1 

Week 1 

Box 1 

1. What are the names of the notes on the lines of the treble clef stave?  

2. What are the names of the notes in the spaces of the treble clef stave? 

3. What are the names of the notes on the lines of the treble clef stave? 

4. What are the names of the notes in the spaces of the bass clef stave? 

5. What is another name for melody? 

Week 2 

  

Box 2 

1. How many beats does a semibreve last for? 

2. Which type of rest is worth 1 ½ beats? 

3. Which is bigger, a quaver or a semiquaver? 

4. How many crotchets do we need to fill a bar in 4/4 time? 

5. If we add a dot to a minim how many beats will it last for? 

Week 3 

 

Box 3 

 

1. What texture do we have if a pianist is playing a single melody line? 

2. What texture do we have if a guitarist adds chords underneath the pianist’s single melody line? 

3. True or false – lots of instruments or patterns playing gives us a thin texture 

4. True or false – only one instrument or melody line playing gives us a thick texture 

5. What is the correct term for instruments supporting a melody? 

Week 4 

 

Box 4 

1. How many notes do we typically need to create a chord? 

2. What are the names of the four chords most commonly used in pop songs? 

3. True or false – the four chords most commonly used in pop songs have completely different shapes 

4. True or false – the name of a chord is derived from the middle note 

5. How would you describe the difference in sound between a major chord and a minor chord? 

Week 5 

 

Box 5 

1. In guitar tablature what does an ‘X’ mean? 

2. What does an ‘O’ mean? 

3. How many strings are on a guitar? 

4. How do we know what frets to play? 

5. How do we know which fingers to use to fret notes? 

Week 6 

 

Box 6 

1. What is the correct term for a happy sounding key? 

2. What is the correct term for a sad sounding key? 

3. Which note in a major chord needs to be lowered/flattened to turn it into a minor chord? 

4. At a celebration would you expect to hear music in a major key or a minor key? 

5. Name one song/piece that is in a major key. This could be a song that you have looked at in your music lessons. 



YEAR 8 TEXTILES – WARRIOR BAGS

A. KEY EQUIPMENT & MATERIALS

Machine 
Thread

Machine thread is 
specifically used for 
sewing on the sewing 
machine. 

Mark 
Making 
Tools

Different tools used to 
make marks with ink or 
paint. You could use a 
paint brushes or you 
could use a ball of 
bubble wrap. 

Fabric 
Paint

Fabric paint is a type of 
paint that is designed for 
use on fabrics. Once it 
has been heat set, the 
fabric can be washed.

C. KEY WORDS

• Abstract: does not attempt to represent an accurate depiction of a visual 
reality but instead use shapes, colours, forms and gestural marks to 
achieve its effect
• Fabric Painting: Paint directly onto fabric with specialist paint. When dry 
it needs to be heat set with an iron so it does not come off. 
• Hem: A finishing method, where the edge of a piece of fabric is folded 
narrowly and sewn to prevent unravelling of the fabric
• Machine Embroidery: A sewing machine is used to create stitch patterns 
on fabric. Different stitch types can be used. 
• Mark making is a term used to describe the different lines, patterns, and 
textures we create in a piece of art. It applies to any art material on any 
surface, not only paint on canvas or pencil on paper
• Paper Pattern: A template used to draw and cut around, which is in the 
shape required. Usually made from card.
• Seam: A line where two pieces are sewn together. 
• Seam Allowance: Is the area between stitching and the raw cut edge of 
the fabric. It allows a seam to be made and the standard measurement is 
1.5cm.

E. HEALTH & SAFETY

1. Always remove your blazer & tie long hair back when completing 
practical activities

2. Ensure that you hold fabric shears and scissors by the handle, carrying 
them down by your side

3. Wear an apron when you are using fabric paint or dye
4. Do not talk when you are using a sewing machine, you must concentrate. 

Do not distract others on machines. 
5. Be careful with pins and needles. Make sure they are put away and not 

left on tables
6. Do not use an iron without supervision. 
7. Switch off equipment when you have finished

Stitch Length 
Control 

Hand Wheel

Stitch Width 
Control

Stitch Selector

Reverse Stitch 
ControlPresser Foot LeverPresser Foot

Bobbin Cover Plate

Needle

Take Up Lever

Top Thread Guide

Needle Hook

Thread Spool

F. PARTS OF THE SEWING MACHINE

B. SEAMS

A seam is made when 
two pieces of fabric are 
sewn together. The 
most common type of 
seam is a plain seam. 
The standard seam 
allowance 
measurement is 1.5cm.

D. FORMAL ELEMENTS

The formal elements are: Line, Tone, Shape, Colour, Pattern, and Texture.
They are used together and determine how your work will look. 



Possible Tasks & Questions to Help Support Your Learning

Section A – Answer the questions

1. What is machine thread used for? 

2. What are mark making tools? 

3. What do we use to paint on to fabric? 

4. What is the difference between a pin and a needle? 

5. What do we use to mark out on fabric? 

6. What do you use to cut out fabric? 

Section B – Answer the questions

1. What is a seam? 

2. What is the most common type of seam? 

3. What is the standard seam allowance measurement? 

4. What side of the fabric should be facing each other when you sew a seam? 

5. Challenge: A flat felled seam is commonly used on what type of fabric?

6. Challenge: A French seam is commonly used on what type of fabric? 

Section C – Complete the missing words or descriptions

1. Abstract

2. Seam Allowance

3. A template used to draw and cut around, which is in the shape required. Usually made from card.

4. Machine Embroidery

5. A line where two pieces are sewn together. 

6. A finishing method, where the edge of a piece of fabric is folded narrowly and sewn to prevent unravelling of the fabric

Section D – Name the formal element

1. Means the lightness or darkness of something. This could be a shade or how dark or light a 
colour appears. 

2. The surface quality of something, the way something feels or looks like it feels. There are 
two types of texture: Actual texture and Visual Texture. 

3. There are 3 Primary Colours: RED, YELLOW and BLUE. 
By mixing any two Primary Colours, together we get a Secondary Colour; ORANGE, GREEN
and PURPLE. 

4. The path left by a moving point, e.g. sewing machine, or paint on a brush. 

5. A design that is created by repeating lines, shapes, tones or colours. It can be manmade 
like a design on fabric or natural such as the markings on animal fur

Section F – Task

Learn the parts of the sewing 
machine. 



 

SHT 

C: Keywords 
 iterative design: a cyclic design approach where    

designs are tested, evaluated and refined a  
number of times 

 modelling: making a physical example of a      
design to test its success 

 renewable materials: materials which can be    
replaced and will not run out e.g. trees to make 
wood and paper 

 non-renewable materials: materials which     
cannot be replaced e.g. oil to make plastics 

 testing: checking the suitability of a design or 
product in use 

 evaluation: assessing the strengths and       
weaknesses of something 

D: Health and Safety 
 listen to your teacher’s instructions 
 always wear an apron 
 long hair should be tied back 
 don’t use any equipment you have not been 

shown how to use by your teacher 
 always stand up during practical lessons 
 when using machines always wear safety glasses 
 always carry tools pointing downwards 

Year 8 Design and Technology: Product Design 

A: Tools and equipment 

Name  Picture  What it is used for 

Tenon 
saw 

 A hand saw with a 
stiff back used to 
cut straight lines in 
wood. 

Coping 
saw 

 A hand saw used to 
cut curves and  
complex shapes in 
wood and plastic. 

File 
 Used to shape or 

smooth the wood, 
metal or plastic. 

Rasp 

 A coarse (rough) 
form of file used 
for coarsely  
shaping wood, 
metal or plastic. 

Jig saw 

 A machine saw 
used to cut  
complex shapes in 
wood and plastic. 

Disc 
sander 

 A machine used to 
smooth the edges 
of materials. 

Pillar 
drill 

 A machine used to 
make holes in  
materials. 

B: Ergonomics 
 The relationship between people and 

the products which they use 
 Ergonomics considers the comfort of 

the user 
 Ergonomics also considers the force a 

person can apply, for example when 
using a tin opener, or the pedals of a 
car 

 

Anthropometric data 
 People are not all the same size 
 Designers need to be aware of this when         

developing new products 
 Designers use anthropometric data to make sure 

their designs are 
suitable for the 
intended user 

 Anthropometric 
data is collected 
by studying human measurements  

 

Analysing anthropometric data 
Hey diddle diddle the Median’s the middle 

You add then divide for the Mean 
The Mode is the one you see the most 

And the Range is the difference between 
 

Sustainability 
 Trying to control the reduction in the number or 

quantity of natural resources in order for nature 
to remain unchanged 

 Designers must consider the sustainability of 
their designs, including the materials and    
manufacturing processes they use, in order to 
limit the negative impacts on the environment 

Revision Checklist  

I understand the health and safety rules  

I can name and draw the tools   

I know what the tools are used for  

I understand the role of ergonomics,                     
anthropometrics and sustainability in design 

 

I can spell the keywords and know what they 
mean 

 



 

SHT 

Possible questions to help support your learning  

Section A: Tools and equipment 
 

1. Which saw would you use to cut out a square? Why? 
2. Would it be better to use a rasp or a file to remove a lot of wood quickly? 
3. Which hand saw is good for cutting curves and complex shapes? 
4. Which machine would you use to cut out a complex shape in thin wood or plastic? 
5. Which machine would you use to smooth the edges of wood or plastic? Why is this better than using 

a file? 

Section B: Ergonomics, anthropometric data and 
sustainability 

1. What is ergonomics?  
2. Why is it important for designers to consider ergonomics when designing a new product? 
3. Why is it important for designers to use anthropometric data when designing a new product? 
4. What type of anthropometric data would be used when designing a table tennis bat? 
5. What is sustainability and why is it important for designers to consider it when designing new     

products? 

Section C: Keywords 1. Explain the meaning of iterative design. 
2. What is the purpose of modelling? 
3. Explain the difference between renewable and non-renewable materials. 
4. Give an example of a renewable material. 
5. Why is it important to evaluate your project work? 

Section D: Health and Safety 1. How should you carry tools in the workshop? Why? 
2. What should always be worn in practical lessons? Why? 
3. What additional safety equipment must you use when working on machines? Why is this important? 
4. Where should the chairs be during practical lessons? 
5. Explain why you should never use any equipment your teacher has not shown you how to use. 



Year 8 
FOOD NUTRITION 

Nutrient Source  Function  

SECTION B:  MACRONUTRIENTS: 
The body needs larger amounts of these: 

PROTEIN Meat, Fish, Eggs, Dairy, Nuts,  
Soya, Quorn 

Growth & repair of body, energy
  

CARBOHYDRATE Starch: Bread, Pasta, Rice, Potato  Slow release energy 

Sugar: Fruit, Sweets, Chocolate, 
Honey 

Fast release energy 

FAT Saturated: Butter, Cheese, Crisps Energy, Heat, Insulation,  
 Unsaturated: Mackerel, Olive Oil 

SECTION C:  MICRONUTRIENTS  
The body needs smaller amounts BUT a wide variety 

FIBRE  
(Not absorbed) 

Wholegrain foods, nuts, fruit and 
vegetables 

Healthy digestive system 

VITAMIN C Citrus Fruit, Broccoli, Strawberries, 
Peppers, Kiwi 

Prevents Scurvy-makes collagen. 
Helps absorb iron 

VITAMIN B Eggs, Cereal foods, Red Meat Release energy from foods  

VITAMIN A Liver, Cheese, Carrots,  Dark Green 
vegetables, margarine 

Essential  for normal structure & 
function of skin & mucous 
membranes  

VITAMIN D Sunlight  (oily fish, Eggs, Margarine) Essential for healthy bones and 
absorbing calcium 

IRON  Red Meat, Dark green  
vegetables 

making red blood cells, which 
carry oxygen around the body. 

CALCIUM Dairy foods, lemons, almonds Healthy bones & teeth. Nervous 
system & blood clotting  

WHAT IS A BALANCED DIET -- WHAT DOES IT DO? 
A balanced diet consists of a variety of different types of 
food, provides enough nutrients necessary for good health 

Nutrients are substances found 
in foods. Foods contain a mix of 
nutrients found in 2 categories: 

IDEAL CONDITIONS FOR BACTERIA TO GROW 

 
 
 
Time 
Moisture 
Food 
Warmth 
 

 

100ºC Water boils 
75ºC Core temperature of hot 

food 
 

5ºC - 63ºC danger zone for  
rapid growth of micro-organisms 

 

1ºC - 4ºC temperature of fridge 
0ºC Freezing point of water 

-18ºC temperature of freezer 
 

SECTION D:  Eatwell Guide 

SECTION E:   
Food Safety 

SECTION A 



SECTION AND TOPIC YEAR 8 FOOD QUESTIONS 

SECTION B & C MACRONUTRIENTS 
MICRONUTRIENTS 

1. Name the three macronutrients. 
2. What are the functions of each macronutrient? 
3. Suggest types of foods where each macronutrient can be found 
4. Name the three micronutrients. 
5. What are the functions of each micronutrient? 
6. Suggest types of foods where each micronutrient can be found 
7. What is the difference between a macronutrient and a micronutrient? 
 

SECTION A 
NUTRIENTS AND BALANCED DIET 

1. Where do you find nutrients? 
2. Why do we need a balanced diet? 
3. What could happen if we do not have enough nutrients? 
4. Does a balanced diet consist of a range of foods or one type of food? 

 

SECTION D 
EATWELL GUIDE 

1. Link the three macronutrients with the sections of the Eatwell Guide.  
2. Name three micronutrients that you can find in the Eatwell Guide 
3. Which food sections have the largest percentage of a balanced diet? 
4. What food is the smallest percentage of the Eatwell Guide?  Why do you think that is? 

 

SECTION E 
FOOD SAFETY  

1. Name the ideal conditions for bacteria to grow 
2. Describe what happens to bacteria in the ‘danger zone’ 
3. How can you prevent bacteria from growing quickly?  Describe two examples of 

storage temperature where this can happen 
4. What is the core temperature of hot food? 
5. What could happen if food is not stored or cooked at the correct temperature? 



Week 4 

# - Keywords & Definitions 

Week 2 - Key Content 

The Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, is the 

current UK copyright law. It gives the creators of lit-

erary, dramatic, musical and artistic works the right 

to control the ways in which their material may be 

used.  

In many cases, the creator will also have the right to 

be identified as the author and to object to distor-

tions of his work.  

Week 1 - Need to know 

Privacy and security settings exist for a reason: Learn about and use the privacy and 

security settings on social networks. They are there to help you control who sees what 

you post and manage your online experience in a positive way. 

Once posted, always posted: What you post online stays online. Think twice before 

posting pictures you wouldn’t want your parents or future employers to see.  

Keep personal info personal: Be cautious about how much personal information you 

provide on social networking sites. The more information you post, the easier it may be 

for a hacker or someone else to use that information to steal your identity, access your 

data or commit other crimes such as stalking. 

Week 3 –Cyber bul-

lying  

Types of Cyber bullying:  

Harassment: Using text 

messaging, instant mes-

saging and email to harass, 

threaten or embarrass the 

target.  

Impersonating someone: 

Developing a screen name 

that is similar to the victim’s 

screen name and then 

posting rude or hurtful re-

marks while pretending to 

be the victim.  

Creating Websites: 

Spreading rumours, lies or 

gossip about the victim 

online through websites or 

blogs.  

Week 5 -  online safety 

Sexting is the sending or receiving of 

sexually suggestive images. Sexts tra-

ditionally involve the sending or receiv-

ing of nude or semi-nude images via 

cell phones to romantic partners or in-

terests.  Typically, sexting takes place 

in private and is therefore difficult to 

prevent, but the spread of sexts and 

the bullying that ensues occurs within 

schools and other organisations . 

Week 6 -  top tips 

1. Only write general information about yourself  

2. Only upload pictures that you would e happy with the whole 

world seeing  

3. Only accept people you know in person  

4. Make sure your privacy settings are set properly  

5. Use a strong password  

Computer Science -  E-safety– Year 8 

Week 2- Key Content 

The Data Protection Act 1998 (DPA 1998) is an act of the United Kingdom 

(UK) Parliament defining the ways in which information about living people 

may be legally used and handled.  

The Computer Misuse Act is a UK law that makes it illegal for anyone to gain 

unauthorised access to a computer system or to modify files without consent. 

The Act introduced three criminal offences: 

Unauthorised access to computer material. Unauthorised access with intent to 

commit or facilitate commission of further offences. Unauthorised modification 

of computer material. 



Knowledge Organiser: Homework Questions   

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3 

1) what is meant by personal data? 

2) how can you report a comment on social 

media? 

3) what does blocking a user allow?  

4) what is the difference between a private 

and a non private social media account? 

5) your friend planning on meeting up with 

someone she met online what advice would 

you give?  

1)What is the data protection act? 

2) when buying software what does copyright 

forbid you to do?  

3) What steps do companies take for software 

piracy? 

4) What are the 3 main offences of computer 

misuse act? 

5) how ca you prevent email chat room 

abuse?  

1) if you were being cyber bullied what would 

you need to do? 

2)List examples of cyber bullying  

3)What do you do if you or someone you 

know is being cyber bullied?  

4)What websites can help you with advice?  

5)How would you inform parents of how to 

stay safe online?  

Week 4 Week 5 Week 6 

1)what is meant by impersonating someone?  

2) What is meant by harassment?  

3) what does the Ceop website do? 

4) Define online grooming provide a sensible 

example. 

5) What is the difference between cyber talk-

ing and cyber bullying?  

1) What is sexting?  

2) if your friend was a victim of sexting what 

advice would you give?  

3) How can you prevent sexting in schools? 

4) What is meant by a zero-tolerance policy 

for distributing sexting images ? 

5)  what harm can be caused when sexting?  

1) if you were giving advice to a younger sib-

ling about using social media what would you 

suggest?  

2) provide an example of a strong password 

3) Why are security questions used?  

4) what other methods of security do bank 

sites use to verify a user?  

5) Why is e-safety so important to learn in 

schools?  



SECTION	D	

SECTION	A	

The	Formal	Elements	of	Art	
In	order	to	make	art	or	to	describe	art,	we	use	the	Formal	Elements	of	Art		

The	Formal	Elements	of	Art	

Line	 Tone	

Shape	 Form	

Texture	 Colour	

Shapes	have	two	dimensions:	length	
and	width	
examples:	square,	triangle,	circle,	
etc…	
	
Forms	have	three	dimensions:	
length,	width	and	depth		
Examples:	cube,	cone,	sphere,	etc…	

SECTION	B	

Mark	Making	
Mark	making	 describes	 the	 different	 lines,	 dots,	marks,	
patterns,	and	textures	we	create	in	an	artwork.	
It	 can	 be	 loose	 and	 gestural	 or	 controlled	 and	 neat.	 It	 can	 apply	 to	 any	
material	 used	 on	 any	 surface:	 paint	 on	 canvas,	 ink	 or	 pencil	 on	 paper,	 a	
scratched	mark	on	plaster,	a	digital	paint	tool	on	a	screen,	a	tattooed	mark	
on	skin,	etc...	
	
	

	
	

SECTION	C	

Barbara	Hepworth	
Main	Facts:	
• 	English	sculptor	of	the	20th	century	
• 	One	of	the	few	female	artists	 to	be	appreciated	
in	her	time	
• 	Her	sculptures	were	Modernist	and	Abstract	
• 	Many	of	her	works	were	 inspired	by	her	 travels	
to	Greece	
•  	 Hepworth	 used	 a	 variety	 of	 materials	 for	 her	
sculptures,	such	as	different	types	of	stone,	metal,	
wood,	string,	wire,	etc...	

Cross-hatching	
Cross-hatching	 is	an	effective	mark	making	style,	where	
layers	of	parallel	lines	are	drawn	on	each	other,	going	in	
a	different	direction	each	time,	to	create	a	gradual	dark	
tone	 that	 also	has	 come	 texture.	By	adding	 a	 range	of	
tones,	a	2D	Shape	can	start	looking	like	a	3D	Form.	

Yellow,	Red	and	
Blue	are	the	three	
Primary	Colours.	
We	can’t	make	
Primary	Colours	by	
blending	any	other	
colours	together.	

Orange,	Purple	and	
Green	are	the	
three	Secondary	
Colours.	We	make	
Secondary	Colours	
by	blending	two	
Primary	Colours	
together.	

Colour	Theory:	Hue,	Tint,	Tone	&	Shade	
There	 are	 two	main	 categories	of	 colours	on	a	basic	Colour	Wheel;	 the	
Primary	 and	 the	 Secondary	 colours.	 Each	 colour,	 however,	 has	 its	 own	
Tints,	Tones	and	Shades.	See	below	what	each	term	means	

Primary	Colours	

Secondary	Colours	

Hue	
“Hue”	is	the	term	used	to	
describe	a	colour	in	its	
purest	form.	

Hue	 White	
Tint	

A	“Tint”	is	what	you	get	when	you	
blend	a	Hue	(pure	colour)	with	white.	

Hue	 Grey	
Tone	

A	“Tone”	is	what	you	get	when	you	
blend	a	Hue	(pure	colour)	with	grey.	

Hue	 Black	
Shade	

A	“Tone”	is	what	you	get	when	you	
blend	a	Hue	(pure	colour)	with	black.	



      
      

 
Section	A	

1.  Which	are	the	Formal	Elements	of	
Art?	

2.  What	Formal	Element	of	Art	do	you	
need	to	use	to	create	a	Shape?	

3.  What	is	the	difference	between	a	
Shape	and	a	Form?	

4.  Which	formal	Element	of	Art	
describes	something	that	has	three	
dimensions?	

5.  Which	Formal	Element	of	Art	would	
require	more	than	a	plain	pencil	to	
create?	

Section	B	

1.  What	does	Mark	Making	describe?	

2.  Can	you	give	some	examples	of	

different	styles	of	Mark	Making	

3.  Can	you	give	some	examples	of	what	

you	can	use	to	create	marking?	

4.  What	is	cross-hatching?	

5.  What	can	you	achieve	using	cross-	

hatching?	

Section	C	

1.  Who	was	Barbara	Hepworth?	

2.  What	kind	of	artist	was	she?	

3.  What	style	was	Hepworth’s	work?	

4.  What	inspired	Hepworth	to	create	

her	work?	

5.  What	materials	did	Hepworth	use?	

Section	D	

1.  Which	are	the	Primary	Colours	and	
what	makes	them	primary?	

2.  Which	are	the	secondary	colours	and	
how	can	you	make	them?	

3.  What	is	Hue?	
4.  How	can	you	turn	Hue	into	Tint,	Tone	

and	Shade?	
5.  What	effect	can	you	create	in	your	

painting	but	using,	not	only	Hues,	but	
also		Tints	,Tones	and	Shares?	

Different	Styles	of	Mark	Making	

Cross-hatching	Tonal	Ladder	

Questions	for	Art	–	Y8	Aut1:	Formal	Elements	of	Art	and	Hepworth	




