
SECTION A

1st Hand Observational Drawing
Observational Drawing is when an artist looks at an object an object carefully and
creates art work, such as drawing and paintings that closely resemble the original
object.
The Term “1st Hand” means that the artist is looking at the actual object and not at a
photograph of a drawing of the object that he or she is making their drawing of.

SECTION C

Mark Making & Texture
Mark Making describes the different lines,
dots, marks, patterns, and textures we create
in an artwork.

Texture is the way a surface looks or feels.
We use different styles of Mark Making to
create the impression of different Textures.

Cross-hatching
Cross-hatching is an effective mark
making style, where layers of
parallel lines are drawn on each
other, going in a different direction
each time, to create a gradual dark
tone that also has some texture. By
adding a range of tones, a 2D
Shape can start looking like a 3D
Form.

SECTION B

Shapes and Forms
Shapes have two dimensions: length 
and width
examples: square, triangle, circle, 
etc…

Forms have three dimensions:
length, width and depth 
Examples: cube, cone, sphere, etc…

Steps of Development of a 1st Hand Observational Drawing:
1. Place and Scale the object you’ll be drawing by using a box.
2. Break down the object into simple shapes and draw them in your

guide box
3. Redraw the outlines more accurately and in detail
4. Add Tones and Textures to your drawing by using the correct mark

making style to make your drawing look realistic and 3D



Section A

1. What is 1st hand observational drawing?

2. Should you start by drawing a small detail first in your observational drawings?

Why/Why not?

3. Can you name the steps you need to take to create a successful 1st Hand 

Observational Drawing?

4. Which Formal Element do you need to use to add Form to your drawing?

Different Styles of Mark Making

Cross-hatching Tonal Ladder
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Here are two example of how you can use different styles of mark
making to add both tone and texture to your drawing. By adding
tones to your drawing, you are creating the illusion of Form,
meaning, your eyes start seeing depth in your flat drawing.

Section B

1. How are Shapes and Forms different?

2. Is an accurately and realistically drawn sphere really a form?

3. Which other Formal Element of Art do you need to add to a shape to create the 

illusion of form?

Section C

1. What does Mark Making describe?

2. Can you give some examples of different styles of Mark Making

3. Can you give some examples of what you can use to create marking?

4. What is cross-hatching?

5. What can you achieve using cross- hatching?


