
SECTION D

SECTION A

The Formal Elements of Art
In order to make art or to describe art, we use the Formal Elements of Art

The Formal Elements of Art

Line Tone

Shape Form

Texture Colour

Shapes have two dimensions: length 
and width
examples: square, triangle, circle, 
etc…

Forms have three dimensions:
length, width and depth 
Examples: cube, cone, sphere, etc…

SECTION B

Mark Making
Mark making describes the different lines, dots, marks,
patterns, and textures we create in an artwork.
It can be loose and gestural or controlled and neat. It can apply to any
material used on any surface: paint on canvas, ink or pencil on paper, a
scratched mark on plaster, a digital paint tool on a screen, a tattooed mark
on skin, etc...

SECTION C

Barbara Hepworth
Main Facts:
• English sculptor of the 20th century
• One of the few female artists to be appreciated
in her time
• Her sculptures were Modernist and Abstract
• Many of her works were inspired by her travels
to Greece
• Hepworth used a variety of materials for her
sculptures, such as different types of stone, metal,
wood, string, wire, etc...

Cross-hatching
Cross-hatching is an effective mark making style, where
layers of parallel lines are drawn on each other, going in
a different direction each time, to create a gradual dark
tone that also has come texture. By adding a range of
tones, a 2D Shape can start looking like a 3D Form.

Yellow, Red and 
Blue are the three 
Primary Colours. 
We can’t make 
Primary Colours by 
blending any other 
colours together.

Orange, Purple and 
Green are the 
three Secondary 
Colours. We make 
Secondary Colours 
by blending two 
Primary Colours 
together.

Colour Theory: Hue, Tint, Tone & Shade
There are two main categories of colours on a basic Colour Wheel; the
Primary and the Secondary colours. Each colour, however, has its own
Tints, Tones and Shades. See below what each term means

Primary Colours

Secondary Colours

Hue
“Hue” is the term used to 
describe a colour in its 
purest form.

Hue White
Tint

A “Tint” is what you get when you 
blend a Hue (pure colour) with white.

Hue Grey
Tone

A “Tone” is what you get when you 
blend a Hue (pure colour) with grey.

Hue Black
Shade

A “Tone” is what you get when you 
blend a Hue (pure colour) with black.



Section A

1. Which are the Formal Elements of 
Art?

2. What Formal Element of Art do you 
need to use to create a Shape?

3. What is the difference between a 
Shape and a Form?

4. Which formal Element of Art 
describes something that has three 
dimensions?

5. Which Formal Element of Art would 
require more than a plain pencil to 
create?

Section B

1. What does Mark Making describe?

2. Can you give some examples of 

different styles of Mark Making

3. Can you give some examples of what 

you can use to create marking?

4. What is cross-hatching?

5. What can you achieve using cross-

hatching?

Section C

1. Who was Barbara Hepworth?

2. What kind of artist was she?

3. What style was Hepworth’s work?

4. What inspired Hepworth to create

her work?

5. What materials did Hepworth use?

Section D

1. Which are the Primary Colours and 
what makes them primary?

2. Which are the secondary colours and 
how can you make them?

3. What is Hue?
4. How can you turn Hue into Tint, Tone 

and Shade?
5. What effect can you create in your 

painting but using, not only Hues, but 
also  Tints ,Tones and Shares?

Different Styles of Mark Making

Cross-hatching Tonal Ladder

Questions for Art – Y8 Aut1: Formal Elements of Art and Hepworth


