
Section A - The Formal Elements of Art
In order to make art or to describe art, we use the Formal Elements of Art

Key Facts
1. Ancient Mesopotamia is
considered to be the First Civilisation,
by archaeologists.

2. The early Mesopotamians
invented and developed agriculture,
which allowed them to stay in the
same place and build the world’s first
big cities.

3. To be able to organise and run
these cities with order, the
Mesopotamians invented and
developed writing, mathematics, the
wheel, architecture, governments,
law, etc..

4. The most famous hero from
Mesopotamian mythology is
Gilgamesh; a strong, but hot-headed
mortal who went on a journey to
find immortality.

Ancient Mesopotamia was
located in modern-day Middle East,

between the rivers Tigris and Euphrates.
Mesopotamia is Greek for “between rivers”

Section D - History of Art:
ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

3100 – 332 BC

How to draw Realistically

 1. Drawing Accurate Shapes:
Start by observing what you want to
draw really carefully. Draw accurate
copies of the shapes that make up the
thing you want to draw.

 2. Drawing the Shadows:
In order to make a shape look 3D (give
it Form), you must add a range of tones
to it; highlights, mid-tones, shadows.

Section B - Realistic Art
Realistic art is art which represent images of
our everyday world. The Formal Elements of
Art are used discretely, to create the illusion
of a real object, person or landscape.

The Formal Elements of Art

Line Shape

Tone Texture

Form Colour

Primary Colours:
Red
Yellow
Blue

 3. Drawing Textures:
To make a drawing look even more realistic, you needs to create
different textures that match those of the original thing you are
drawing.

Section C - Colour Wheel:
Primary Colours

The Primary Colours are sets of colours
that can be combined to make a useful

range of colours. The primary
colours are those which cannot

be created by mixing other
colours in a given colour

space.

The Great Ziggurat of Ur
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Section E - ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA:
Cylinder Seals

Section A

1. Can you name all of the Formal Elements of Art?
2. Which formal element of art do you need to create shapes?
3. Which formal element of art would you ad to a shape to turn it into a form?
4. Which formal element of art describes the way a surface looks or feels?

Questions for Art – Y7 Aut1: Formal Elements of Art
and ancient Mesopotamia

Section B

1. What is the first thing you need to do when drawing an realistic picture?
2. What is the second thing you need to do  when drawing an realistic picture?
3. What is the third thing you need to do  when drawing an realistic picture?
4. What should you always do, before drawing, to make your drawing look as close to 

the original image as possible?

Section C

1. Which is the world’s first civilisation?
2. Where was ancient Mesopotamia located on the world map?
3. Which invention meant that the people of Mesopotamia could settle in one region 

and build big cities and develop their civilisation?
4. Can you name at least four important inventions that the people of ancient 

Mesopotamia came up with?
5. Who is the most famous hero from Ancient Mesopotamia?

Cylinder Seals facts:

1. Cylinder Seals were a type of stamp. A design was
carved into a cylinder’s surface and when rolled
against a soft surface with pressure, the seal would
leave an impression of the design carved into it.

2. They were invented around 3500 BC in southern
Mesopotamia.

3. They are linked to the invention of the latter’s
cuneiform writing on clay tablets, which is the first
form of written language. Later examples include
cuneiform writing on them.

4. They were used as a form of signature, as well as
jewellery and as magical amulets.

Section D

1. What are Cylinder Seals?
2. When and where were  cylinder seals invented?
3. What are they linked to, which is really important for communication?
4. Can you name three things these cylinder seals were used as?


