
Religion and Philosophy: KS3 Knowledge Organiser - Year 9: Pilgrimage                                  Keywords for the unit are in bold. 
 

1. Where do Jews go on pilgrimage?  2. Where do Christians go on pilgrimage?  3. Where do Muslims go on pilgrimage? 

- The Temple was built by King Solomon. 

- It was destroyed by the Babylonians 

between 586 and 587 BCE.  

- The Babylonian exile lasted for 59 years, 

in this time the Ark of the Covenant was 

lost.  Following this the Temple was rebuilt.  

- In 70 CE the Temple was destroyed again, 

this time by the Romans. 

- The only part of the building remaining 

today is known as the Western Wall: Kotel 

in Hebrew and is an important place of 

pilgrimage for Jews in Jerusalem. 

- Lourdes in south-west France is a place of 

pilgrimage dedicated to Mary, mother of 

Jesus.  This is one of many popular 

pilgrimage sites for Christians. 

- In 1858 a young girl named Bernadette 

had visions of Mary in a cave near the river. 

- Thousands of pilgrims visit Lourdes to pray 

where Mary appeared. 

- It is claimed that 67 miracles and over 

6000 other cures have taken place. 

- Many pilgrims are sick or disabled and are 

accompanied by able-bodied helpers. 

- Hajj is a pilgrimage that every Muslim 

tries to undertake in their lifetime. 

- The Qur’an tells Muslims to visit this area. 

- Muhammad lived on the Arabian Peninsula, 

and this is where Muslims believe he 

received the Qur’an. 

- The pilgrimage has to take place from 8 to 

12 Dhul-Hijjah, the final month of Islamic 

calendar.  It is the fifth Pillar of Islam. 

- When approaching Mecca, pilgrims enter 

into a spiritual state of holiness or purity 

known as ihram. 

4. Where do Hindus go on pilgrimage?  5. Where do Buddhists go on pilgrimage?  6. Where do Sikhs go on pilgrimage? 

- Pilgrimage is important to Hindus. 

- Pilgrimage sites are known as tirtha, which 

means ‘crossing place’.  This is because a 

tirtha is a place where gods or goddesses 

are believed to come to earth. 

- Varanasi is a city in India which has more 

than 200 temples.  It lies on the banks of 

the river Ganges (Ganga in Sanskrit). 

- Ganga is worshipped as a goddess. 

- Hindus believe Varanasi is one of the best 

places on earth for their ashes to be 

scattered after they pass away. 

- Bodies can be cremated on a traditional 

funeral pyre and scattered in the sacred 
waters of the river. 

- Before the Buddha died, he told his 

followers to remember him by going on 

pilgrimage to four holy places. 

1. Lumbini: The Buddha’s birthplace, in the 

foothills of the Himalayas in Nepal. 

2. Bodh Gaya: Where the Buddha achieved 

enlightenment, the most important place in 

the world for Buddhists. 

3. Sarnath: On the site of the deer park 

where the Buddha gave his first sermon. 

4. Kusinara: Where the Buddha died.  Here 

the Mahaparinirvana Temple and Stupa are 

said to be built on the exact spot that the 

Buddha died. 

- Pilgrimages 2-4 are all located in India. 

- The Golden Temple is one of the most 

famous buildings in the world; visited by 

approx. 5.5 million people each year. 

- Sikhs usually call it the Harmandir Sahib, 
which means ‘God’s Temple’. 
- The holiest site in the world for Sikhs and 

a popular pilgrimage destination. 

- In 1577, the fourth Guru, Ram Das, 
expanded an already existing pool of water 

so that Sikhs had somewhere to bathe.  It 

still exists and is called the sarovar. 
- The temple was designed and completed by 

the fifth Guru, Arjan.  The foundation 
stone was laid by a Muslim to demonstrate 

Sikh belief in religious freedom and equality. 

 


