
Religion and Philosophy: KS3 Knowledge Organiser - Year 9: Matter of Life and Death                Keywords for the unit are in bold. 
 

1. Is it ever right to experiment on 

animals? 

2. What are the rights and wrongs of the 

death penalty? 

3. When is it right to go to war? 

-Animal experimentation is used to check 

that something is safe to use on humans. 

- Testing cosmetics on animals was banned in 

the UK in 1998, however animal testing is 

still used widely in the testing of medicines. 

- Most Christians support limited animal 

testing because it helps to save human lives, 

therefore protecting the sanctity of life. 
- Hinduism teaches that all living creatures 

have a soul: atman, and deserve to be 

protected.   

- Principle of non-violence is ahimsa. 

- The death penalty is a form of 

punishment in which a prisoner is put to 

death for crimes committed. 

- It was abolished in the UK in 1969. 

- Most Christians do not agree with the 

death penalty based on their belief in the 

sanctity of life and because Jesus taught 

against the idea of retribution (eye for 

eye). 

- In Islam, Shari’ah Law allows for the 

death penalty to be carried out for a series 

of offences, ‘Do not take life, which God has 

made sacred, except by right.’ (Qur’an) 

- Three key reasons for war are: greed, 

self-defence and retaliation. 

- Most Christians support war when it meets 

the criteria of Just War Theory. 
- However the issue of proportionality is 

key to this teaching. 

- Buddhism teaches pacifism.  The first 
moral precept is not to cause harm to any 

other living being.   

- Buddhism teaches people to cultivate 

karuna (compassion).  Loving kindness: 

metta meditation helps achieve this. 

4. Should assisted suicide be legalised?  5. What are the rights and wrongs of 

abortion? 

6. Is it acceptable to have a child to 

save another? 

- Assisted suicide, also called euthanasia, is 

killing someone painlessly and with 

compassion, to end their suffering. 

- ‘Active’ is ending a life by deliberate 

action; ‘passive’ is allowing someone to die by 

withdrawing medical treatment. 

- Most Christians and Muslims do not 

support assisted suicide, due to their 

beliefs in the sancity of life. 
- ‘Do not murder.’ (Exodus) 

- ‘No soul may die except with God’s 

permission at a predestined time.’ (Qur’an) 

- Humanism is a non-religious worldview 

which promotes human autonomy.  Most 

humanists support assisted suicide. 

- Abortion is the removal of a foetus from 

the womb to end pregnancy before the child 

is born, usually before 24 weeks. 

- Christians and Muslims are both divided on 

this issue as quality of life is weighed 

against sanctity of life. 
- Some Muslims  believe abortion is 

acceptable in certain circumstances.  This 

would need to take place before ensoulment. 
- Muslims understand ensoulment in various 

ways with some believing it is after 40 days 

and others after 120 days. 

- Situation Ethics teaches that Christians 

should do the most loving thing, showing 

agape (self-sacrificial love of neighbour). 

- Saviour siblings are children born to help 

save the life of another sibling. 

- When a child is suffering from a serious 

condition requiring a donor with compatible 

cord blood, a saviour sibling can be created 

to donate and help with treatment. 

- Christians are divided because creation of 

a saviour sibling can help protect the 

sanctity of life.  Those who believe life 

begins at conception disagree because 

embryos are discarded in the IVF process. 

- Some argue that creating saviour siblings 

is wrong because it is ‘playing God’. 
- Most Jews support saviour siblings as part 

of a partnership with God to save life. 
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1. Is it ever right to experiment on 

animals? 

2. What are the rights and wrongs of the 

death penalty? 

3. When is it right to go to war? 

1. Why is animal experimentation used? 

 

2. What was banned in the UK, in 1998? 

 

3. What do most Christians support 

with regards to animal testing, and 

why? 

 

4. What does Hinduism teach about 

living creatures? 

 

5. What is the principle of 

non-violence? 

1. What is the death penalty? 

 

2. When was it abolished in the UK? 

 

3. What do most Christians think about 

the death penalty?  

 

4. What did Jesus teach against? 

 

5. What does Shari’ah Law allow for? 

 

1. What are three key reasons for 

war? 

 

2. When do Christians support war? 

 

3. What is key to this Christian 

teaching? 

 

4. What does Buddhism teach? 

 

5. What helps achieve karuna? 

4. Should assisted suicide be legalised?  5. What are the rights and wrongs of 

abortion? 

6. Is it acceptable to have a child to 

save another? 

1. What is assisted suicide? 

 

2. What is the difference between 

‘active’ and ‘passive’ assisted suicide? 

 

3. What do most Christians and 

Muslims think about assisted 

suicide? 

 

4. What is Humanism? 

 

5. What do Humanists think about 

assisted suicide? 

1. What is Abortion? 

 

2. Why are Christians and Muslims 

divided on the matter? 

 

3. What do some Muslims believe? 

 

4. What do Muslims believe ensoulment 

to be? 

 

5. What does Situation Ethics teach? 

1. What are saviour siblings? 

 

2. Why might some Christians believe 

it is acceptable to have a saviour 

sibling? 

 

3. Who disagrees with saviour siblings, 

and why? 

 

4. Why do some argue that creating 

saviour siblings is wrong? 

 

5. What do most Jews think about 

saviour siblings? 


