
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th February 2021 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 

Key Stage 4 Options Choices 
 
We are approaching a very important and exciting time in your child’s education at Chiswick School.                
Until now, students have had very little choice about which subjects they study as they have been                 
required to follow the National Curriculum. As students move into KS4, they are now given some                
choices of the subjects that they would like to study.  

The introduction of the English Baccalaureate places a focus on certain key subjects which are seen to                 
offer academic rigour and a firm foundation for students’ future success whichever route they follow. 

Students will all study the following compulsory core  subjects: 

● English Language  
● English Literature  
● Mathematics  
● A Modern Foreign Language (French, German or Spanish) 
● History or Geography 
● Science (Combined and some may select Triple Science as one their option choices) 
● Religious Studies (Short Course) 
● Core Physical Education (non examination) 
● PSHCE (non examination) 

 
Students will study the short course in Religious Studies. Core PE (unless selected as an option) and                 
PSHCE will not result in a GCSE qualification at the end of the course, but it is worth noting here that                     
Combined Science makes up two GCSEs, giving each student the opportunity to be awarded nine               
qualifications (GCSEs and/or vocational) in total. Some students may study for eight qualifications if              
they do not study a language and instead select personalised learning (extra English) Also some may                
study ten if they study Latin as an additional GCSE. 
 
Students are then asked to select two further subjects to study in Key Stage 4. I am pleased to inform                    
you that we have a dedicated area on our website, which you can access by clicking here: Year 9                   
Option 2021 
 
Here you will find a recording explaining the options process, all the documents attached and referred                
to in this letter, as well as some short videos our Curriculum Leaders have prepared, giving an overview                  
of their subject area. 
 

 

https://www.chiswickschool.org/823/year-9-options-2021
https://www.chiswickschool.org/823/year-9-options-2021


Chiswick School is a fully inclusive school; our aim is to offer a broad and balanced curriculum that                  
enables accessibility for all, with a variety of subjects to meet the needs and aspirations of our                 
students. Ensuring that the combination of courses our students study provides suitable progression             
routes into post-16 study and beyond,  is of paramount importance to us at Chiswick. 

It is important that each student understands their own strengths and weaknesses so that they can                
optimise their chances of success. Equally, we recommend that each student select courses in which               
they have aptitude as well as personal interest. 

It is our intent to help all students make well judged, informed choices about the optional subjects                 
they choose. In order to help students make those choices, we have put together a series of taster                  
lessons that will run from Monday 1st February to Friday 12th February in curriculum time. We will be                  
offering a taster session for GCSE PE and OCR National Sports Science on Monday 8th February, GCSE                 
Business Studies on Tuesday 9th February and GCSE Psychology on Wednesday 10th February after              
school via google meet. Further details of these will be sent to students' email accounts and will be                  
published in the weekly Parent Mail. 
 
On Thursday 11th February, you are all invited to the virtual Year 9 Parents’ Evening. At this event, as                   
well as being able to discuss your child’s progress with their subject teachers, there will be an                 
opportunity for you to discuss the suitability of the courses your child would like to choose and how                  
successful staff feel they will be, in order for your child to make a well-informed choice. Appointments                 
should be made via the School Cloud website. 
 
Having read through all the information, viewed the subject videos, attended the taster sessions and               
discussions with subject staff we require students to choose their options by completing the ‘Year 9                
Options Choice Form’ which will be shared with students on Friday 12th February. The final date for                 
submission is Wednesday 3rd March. 
 
Finally, I would like to thank you for your support in ensuring our Year 9 students make informed                  
curriculum choices. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
R Lake 
 
Miss R Lake 
Assistant Headteacher/Deputy DSL 


