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Elements - Consider the role 
they play when listening/
composing/performing 

1. Structure  

2. Rhythm 

3. Pitch 

4. Dynamics     

5. Melody (based on the 
blues scale) 

6. Instrumentation 
Guitar 
Bass  
Acoustic  
Electric 
Vocals 
Drums 

Year 9  

 
'Knowledge Organiser' 

High and squeaky like a mouse/low like a rumble 
Ascending/descending 
Steps/leaps 
Dissonant 
Bass 

A pattern of beats/the length of time a note lasts for/
duration 

Loud/quiet/silence 

Ostinati Repeating patterns  riff 

12 bar blues chord sequence 

Solo (improvised) Tuned Frets 
(fretting) 

Acoustic Strings 
Plucking 

Coordination Technique Snare Hi-hat Bass 
Cymbals 
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Knowledge Organiser Questions for Music – ‘The Blues’ – Year 9 Autumn Term 2 

Week 1 

Box 1 

1. Which term is used to cover all of the different ‘ingredients’ that music is made up from? 

2. What term is used to cover the different sections of music and the order in which they appear? 

3. How many bars are used in the blues chord sequence? 

4. How many beats are typically in a bar? 

5. How many notes do you need to form a chord? 

Week 2 

  

Box 2 

1. Which term means ‘a pattern of beats’? 

2. Which note value (duration) have we been using to form our 12 bar blues bass line? 

3. How many beats does a quaver last for? 

4. If we join two crotchets together how many beats do we have? 

5. If we add a dot to a crotchet how many beats is it now worth? 

Week 3 

 

Box 3 

 

1. What is the definition of pitch? 

2. Can you give an example of a high pitched noise? 

3. Can you give an example of a low pitched noise? 

4. If notes clash they are said to be (d) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

5. If notes complement each other they are said to be (c) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Week 4 

 

Box 4 

1. What is the definition of dynamics? 

2. Give one reason why dynamics are important. 

3. If the music is about to reach its peak is it likely to be loud or quiet? 

4. What does this dynamic marking mean? > 

5. What does this dynamic marking mean? < 

Week 5 

 

Box 5 

1. What is another word for tune? 

2. What term is used for a repeating pattern or idea? 

3. What is the name of the repeating pattern or idea that is usually played on a guitar? 

4. Which scale are melodies/riffs usually formed from? 

5. State an instrument that might take a solo during a performance? 

Week 6 

 

Box 6 

1. Which term is used to describe the ways in which your hands cooperate when playing an instrument? 

2. Which term is used to describe the level of skill you have when playing an instrument? 

3. In which other subject might you improvise? 

4. List three instruments that form part of a typical blues band. 

5. What kinds of topics are blues singers likely to sing about? 


