
 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for English – Year 9 -  An Inspector Calls 

Week 1 

Section 1: 

Context 

1. In which year was the play written? 

2. In which year was the play set and why? 

3. Which ship does Mr Birling believe is ‘absolutely unsinkable’ and why 

is this significant? 

4. Define the meaning of ‘the welfare state’. 

5. Explain the ‘class system’ in your own words. 

Week 2 

Section 1: 

Characters 

1. What is Mrs Birling’s first name? 

2. Which character is usually ‘a bit squiffy’ and why? 

3. Who got Daisy Renton fired from Milwards and why? 

4. What is Edna’s occupation and why is this sinificant? 

5. Think of 2-3 things the name Eva Smith could represent. 

Week 3 

Section 3: 

Act One 

1. List three objects in the Birling’s dining room. 

2. What are the Birling family celebrating at the beginning of Act One? 

3. What advice does Mr Birling give to Gerald? 

4. What colour do the lights change from and to when Inspector Goole 

arrives and what could this represent? 

5. Why does Sheila run off stage crying after the Inspector shows her a 

photograph? 

Week 4 

Section 3: 

Act Two 

1. How does Gerald know Daisy Renton? 

2. How does Shelia react to this revelation?  

3. What is the name of the old man who Gerald claims to have rescued 

Daisy from? 

4. What does Mrs Birling refuse to give Eva and why? 

5. Who does Mrs Birling blame for the death of Eva Smith? 

Week 5 

Section 3: 

Act Three 

1. Who got Eva Smith pregnant? 

2. Explain how Eric feels during Act three. 

3. “There are millions and millions of Eva Smiths and John 

Smiths…men will learn their lesson in fire and blood and anguish.” 

Explain the meaning behind the Inspector’s final speech. 

4. Who suspects the Inspector is not real and how does this make them 

feel? Which other characters feel the same as this one and why? 

5. How do each of the characters feel when history seems to be 

repeating itself and a second phone call comes in telling them for the 

second time that that a girl has died in the infirmary and an inspector is 

on his way? Why has Priestley structured his play in this order? 

Week 6 

Section 6: 

Theatrical 

Stagecraft 

1. Explain what is meant by a time-lapse. 

2. List two examples of foreshadowing 

3. What is the biggest cliff hanger in the play 

4. What changes about the setting  

5. What is the best example of dramatic irony in the play? 

 


