
Religion and Philosophy: KS3 Knowledge Organiser - Year 8: Islam                                    Keywords for the unit are in bold. 
 

 

1. Who was Muhammad?  2. Why did Islam split?  3. What is the Qur’an? 

- Muhammad was born in Mecca in 570 CE. 

- He was orphaned and brought up by his 

uncle Abu Talib, who was a trader. 

- At the time, people worshipped many many 

gods and idols, this is called polytheism. 

- On the night of power, the angel Jibril 

appeared to Muhammad to recite words that 

were later recorded in the Qur’an. 

- Muhammad taught people to only worship 

one God.  This is called monotheism. 

- On the night journey, Muslims believe 

angel Jibril flew Muhammad to Jerusalem on 

a winged horse.  He ascended to heaven and 

was taught to pray five times a day.   

- After Muhammad’s death, there was 

disagreement about who should lead. 

- Islam split into two groups who became 

known as sunni and shi’a Muslims. 

- Sunni Muslims believe that the Rightly 
Guided Caliphs were rightful successors of 

Muhammad. 

1. Abu Bakr (632-634 CE) 

2. Umar (634-644 CE) 

3. Uthman (644-656 CE) 

4. Ali (656-661 CE) 

- Shi’a Muslims believe that Ali and his 

descendants should have succeeded 

Muhammad as leaders of Islam. 

- The Qur’an is the most important holy 

book for Muslims. 

- Muslims believe it was revealed to 

Muhammad by God. 

- It is seen as the perfect, literal word of 

God that gives people guidance on how they 

should live their lives. 

- The Arabic word ‘Qur’an’ literally means 

‘recitation’ (saying something aloud). 

- Muhammad could not read, but on the 

Night of Power, angel Jibril insisted, saying 

‘Read!’ (‘iqra’) three times.   

- Hafiz (man) and hafiza (woman) are people 

who have memorised the Qur’an. 

4. What do Muslims believe about God?  5. Who are the Prophets of Islam?  6. What are the Five Pillars of Islam? 

- Muslims believe there is nothing greater 

than God; Allah. 

- Muslims believe God has revealed some of 

his characteristics in the Qur’an and other 

sayings of Muhammad.  These are known as 

the 99 names of God. 

- Many Muslims memorise the 99 names of 

God so as to recite them when they pray. 

- Tawhid is belief in the oneness of God. 

- Anything against tawhid is called shirk, 
which is the Arabic word for the sin of 

worshipping many gods or idols rather than 

one God. 

- Muslims believe drawing God is shirk. 

- Muslims believe the final and most 

important prophet in Islam is Muhammad, 

referred to as ‘the seal of the prophets’. 
- A prophet is someone who is believed to be 

a messenger sent by God. 

- The Qur’an mentions 25 prophets by name, 

including: Ibrahim (Abraham), Musa (Moses) 

and Isa (Jesus). 

- Muslims believe the chain of prophets 

began Adam in the Garden of Eden.   

- Adam was both the first man and the 

first prophet. 

- Muslims  believe the Qur’an is a final, 

corrected, version of the inaccurately 

recorded teachings of previous prophets. 

- The Five Pillars of Islam are five 

important acts of worship in a Muslim’s life, 

which form the basis of the faith. 

1. Shahada: Declaration of faith, ‘There is 

no god but God, and Muhammad is his 

messenger’. 

2. Salah: Prayers that must be performed 

five times a day. 

3. Sawm: Fasting during the 

month of ramadan. 

4. Zakah: The act of 

giving 2.5% of your savings 

to charity. 

5. Hajj: Pilgrimage to Mecca. 



   

 

 

1. Who was Muhammad?  2. Why did Islam split?  3. What is the Qur’an? 

1. Who was Muhammad? 

2. What is polytheism?  

3. What happened on the night of 

power? 

4. What did Muhammad teach people to 

worship? 

5. What happened on the night 

journey? 

1. What happened after Muhammad’s 

death? 

2. What two groups did Islam split 

into? 

3. Who believes that believe that the 

Rightly Guided Caliphs were rightful 

successors of Muhammad? 

4. Who believes that Ali and his 

descendants should have succeeded 

Muhammad as leaders of Islam? 

5. What does this mean for Muslims 

across the world? 

1. What is the most important holy 

book for Muslims? 

2. How did Muslims receive their holy 

book? 

3. What do Muslims believe about their 

holy book? 

4. What does the Arabic word for the 

Islamic holy book literally mean? 

5. What are the names for a man and a 

woman who have memorised the holy 

book? 

4. What do Muslims believe about God?  5. Who are the Prophets of Islam?  6. What are the Five Pillars of Islam? 

1. Who do Muslims believe there is 

nothing greater than? 

2. What do Muslims know as the 99 

names of God? 

3. Why do many Muslims memorise the 

99 names of God? 

4. What is Tawhid? 

5. What do Muslims believe about 

drawing God? 

- Muslims believe drawing God is shirk. 

1. What is Muhammad refered to, in 

Islam? 

2. How many prophets does the Qu’ran 

mention by name? 

3. Where do Muslims believe the chain 

of prophets begin? 

4. Who was the first prophet? 

5. What do Muslims believe about the 

Qur’an? 

1. What is Shahada? Why is this 

important to Muslims? 

2. What is Salah? Why is this 

important to Muslims? 

3. What is Sawm? Why is this 

important to Muslims? 

4. What is Zakah? Why is this 

important to Muslims? 

5. What is Hajj? Why is this important 

to Muslims? 


