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1. What was life like for the Early 

Church? 

2. What was the Council of Nicea?  3. What was the Great Schism*? 

*’split’ 

- In 64 CE, Nero was the Roman Emperor. 
During his reign a huge fire broke out and 

destroyed large parts of Rome and Nero 

blamed Christians for the blaze. 

- He ordered for Christians to be killed. 

- Non-Christians believed the Early Church 
was uncivilised due to the rumour that they 

ate and drank the body and blood of Jesus. 

In fact, they were remembering Jesus’ last 

supper and death. 

- Christians used tunnels full of tombs 

underneath Rome called catacombs. 

- At the Council of Nicea, the bishops 

wrote a creed, known as the Nicene Creed. 
- The creed outlines the beliefs that all 

Christians should hold. 

- The creed states that Jesus is ‘true God’ 

and ‘of one substance with the Father’. 

- The creed is still recited in church 

services today. 

- The Early Church used 

secret signs due to the threat 

of persecution.  One of the 

most popular was a fish. 

- In 440 CE Leo was the Bishop of Rome.  He 

did not want to lose power and influence. 

- He said that before Jesus ascended to 

heaven, he had put his disciple Peter in 

charge of the whole Church.  

- Leo claimed Peter was the first Bishop of 

Rome and that the authority given to Peter 

by Jesus was passed from one Bishop of 

Rome to the next. 

- By 1054 Christians in the East no longer 

wanted to be led by the Bishop of Rome. 

- Disagreements led to the ‘Great Schism.’ 

4. Who is the Pope?  5. What is the Bible?  6. What is Charismatic Christianity? 

- Catholics believe the Pope is a successor 

of the disciple Peter, whom Jesus put in 

charge of the Church. 

- There are approx. 1.1 billion Catholics in 

the world and the Pope is an extremely 

influential figure. 

- The Pope lives in the world’s smallest 

country, Vatican City, located in Rome. 

- Popes can come from anywhere in the 

world, but there has only been one British 

Pope - Adrian IV, who was chosen in 1154. 

- Catholics believe that the Pope is chosen 

by God through a meeting of cardinals called 

a conclave.  A highly secretive process 

ending with a vote in the Sistine Chapel. 

- The word Bible comes from the Greek 

word ‘biblia’, which means ‘books’. 

- In the Protestant Bible, there are 66 

books arranged into two sections: 39 are in 

the Old Testament and 27 are in the New 

Testament.  In the Catholic Bible, there are 

7 more books included in the Old Testament. 

- The Old Testament was written in the 

centuries before the birth of Jesus.  It 

tells the story of the Isralites, God’s 

chosen people, later known as Jews. 
- Most books of the New Testament were 

written within 70 years of Jesus’ death.  

The first four books of the New Testament 

are the Gospels, which are about Jesus’ life. 

- Charismatic Christians emphasise having 

a close, personal relationship with God and 

experiencing the Holy Spirit. 
- In Charismatic churches, services are less 
formal and people participating are said to 

be led by the Holy Spirit. 

- Worshippers clap hands, wave hands in the 

air or dance and may cry or laugh, described 

as being ‘drunk with the Holy Spirit’. 
- Charismatic Christians believe the Holy 

Spirit gives individuals spiritual gifts to 

strengthen the faith of the Church, such as: 

- Prophecy 

- Speaking in tongues 

- Healing 

 


