
 

Curriculum Map: Year 8 English  
Dates Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Focus Macbeth: An 
introduction to tragedy 

Macbeth : Exploring the 
play 

The Gothic - short 
stories 

Dracula (playscript) People and Places: 
poetry 

People and Places: 
non-fiction 

Link to 
Prior 
Learning  

Year 7 Term 1 - Origins 
of storytelling  

Year 7 Term 3 - reading 
and analysing 
Shakespeare 
- Exploring the 
influence of context 

Year 7 Term 1 - writing 
a narrative  
Year 8 Term 1 - 
analysing motifs 

Year 7 Term 3 / Year 8 
Term 1 - reading a play 
- Exploring the 
influence of context 
- analysing language  

Year 7 Term 3 - 
introduction to poetic 
terms 
Year 7 Term 2 - themes 
and context  

- Year 7 Term 2 - oral 
presentations  
- Exploring the 
influence of context 
 

Key 
Knowledge 
& National 
Curriculum 
Points 

Students begin year 8 
English by revisiting 
Shakespeare, exploring 
the genre of tragedy 
and its key conventions. 
Students will learn 
about the history and 
evolution of the genre, 
revisiting Greek 
mythology with an 
introduction to 
Aristotle, and exploring 
how this influenced 
Shakespeare’s work. 
Using this knowledge, 
students will evaluate 
and compare the use of 
tragic conventions.  

Students will have the 
opportunity to read and 
perform the play 
Macbeth. Students 
build upon their 
knowledge of 
Shakespeare’s context 
and intentions with an 
introduction to the 
Jacobean era. They will 
consider broad themes 
and moral messages, 
alongside in depth 
consideration of 
Shakespeare’s choice of 
language and his use of 
motifs.  

Following on from 
Shakespeare’s tragedy 
and supernatural 
themes, students will 
be introduced to the 
Gothic genre, beginning 
with a range of short 
stories from key 
canonical writers. 
Exposure to the 
conventions of the 
genre and the structure 
of a shorter text will 
support students 
developing their own 
written style, focusing 
on detailed descriptions 
of weather and setting 
and villainous 
characters.  

Students will use their 
knowledge of the 
Gothic to support their 
reading of Dracula, 
using the play script to 
develop their 
knowledge of key 
gothic plots. Students 
will progress through 
key historical time 
periods to the Victorian 
era and consider the 
cultural, social and 
religious beliefs and 
values within society 
that influence the text. 
Students will continue 
to develop their 
analytical skills, 
considering Stoker’s 
choice of language to 
create atmosphere.  

In the penultimate half 
term of year 8, students 
will study poetry from 
other cultures. Students 
will explore a diverse 
range of modern poets 
from across the globe, 
and consider how the 
poets use language and 
structure to convey 
meaning. Students will 
consider themes such as 
identity and migration. 
Students will build upon 
the poetic terms they 
began learning in year 7, 
and become confident in 
approaching unseen 
poems independently.  

Finally, students will 
continue to explore 
diversity and other 
cultures through 
nonfiction. Students 
will read texts 
discussing a range of 
complex societal 
issues, both past and 
present. To support 
their understanding of 
political messages, 
students explore 
significant non-fiction 
texts throughout 
history to explore how 
rhetoric is used to 
convey a political 
message, building up 
to the writing and 
presentation of their 
own speeches.  

Key Skills Understanding genre 
Comparing writers’ 
ideas and perspectives 
Evaluation  
 

Applying context 
Analysing language  
Characterisation  
Themes  
Spoken language  

Understanding genre 
Inference, evidence and 
analysis 
Generating creative 
ideas 

Applying context 
Analysing language  
Characterisation  
Spoken language 

Analysing language and 
structure  
Themes  

Understanding form, 
audience and purpose 
Rhetoric 
Spoken language  



Using vocabulary and 
methods appropriately 

Link to 
future 
learning  

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2: Shakespeare 
GCSE English Language 
AO4 
A-Level English 
Literature: Drama  

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2: Shakespeare 
AO1 AO2 AO3 

GCSE English Language 
AO2 AO5 AO6  

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 1: 19th Century 
Novel AO1 AO2 AO3  

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2: Unseen Poetry 
AO1 AO2  

GCSE English Language 
Paper 2  

Assessment  GEM 1: Comprehension 
and inference  
 
GEM 2: Evaluating a 
writer’s use of tragic 
conventions  
 

GEM 3: Analysing 
language in an extract 
 
GEM 4: Analysing 
characterisation  
 
AP1: Analysis of an 
extract 

GEM 1: Writing a gothic 
exposition 
 
GEM 2: Writing a gothic 
short story  

GEM 3: Analysing 
language in an extract 
 
GEM 4: Analysing 
characterisation  

GEM 1: Analysing a 
poem 
 
GEM 2: Analysing an 
unseen poem 

GEM 3: Speaking and 
Listening: speech 
 
AP2: Analysis of an 
unseen poem 

Homework Bedrock - a homework platform focusing on vocabulary acquisition and tailored to individual students.  
Weekly knowledge organiser quizzes. 

 


