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1. What is epistemology?  2. What is scepticism?  3. What did Descartes’ think? 

- Philosophy means ‘love of 

knowledge’. 

- Epistemology means ‘theory 

of knowledge’ and in 

philosophy it is the study of 

how we know what we know. 

- Empiricism is the theory that knowledge is 

gained through our five senses. 

- Senses are our seeing, hearing, tasting, 

feeling and smelling 

- Rationalism is the theory that knowledge 

is gained through reason. 

-Reason is the process of thinking. 

- Scepticism is the process 

of doubting claims of 

knowledge. 

- A sceptic is someone who 

doubts whether we have the 

knowledge we claim to have. 

- Beliefs are thoughts about the world 

regarded as weaker than knowledge because 

they could turn out to be false. 

- Certainty is something which cannot 

possibly be proven to be wrong, e.g. ‘2+3=5’. 

- Doubt is when you are not sure about 

something or you don’t trust something. 

- Descartes was a French 

philosopher who lived from 

1596-1650. 

- He famously tried to doubt 

all of his beliefs in ‘three 
waves of doubt’: 

1. Could he trust his senses? 

2. Could he be dreaming rather than awake? 

3. Could an evil demon be deceiving him? 

- His first certainty was, ‘I think therefore 

I am’.  This was his realisation that the fact 

he thinks shows that his mind must exist.   

- This is known as the cogito. 

4. What did Locke think?  5. What did Hume think?  6. What did James think? 

- Locke was an English 

philosopher who lived from 

1632-1704. 

- He argued that we are born 

with no knowledge of anything; 

a new-born baby’s mind is like a 

blank slate: tabula rasa. 
-He noticed our senses sometimes tell us 

different things about the same object e.g. 

if we put a hot hand and a cold hand into a 

bucket of lukewarm water, it feels hot to 

the cold hand and cold to the hot hand. 

- He said objects have primary qualities 

which are the ‘real’ properties and 

secondary properties which are ‘effects on 

the mind’. 

- Hume was a Sottish 

philosopher who lived from 

1711-1776. 

- He argued for ‘mitigated 

scepticism’, this means being 

sceptical but not so sceptical 

that you think you can’t know anything at all.  

- Hume said, ‘A wise man proportions his 

beliefs to the evidence.’ 

- Hume wanted to challenge the beliefs 

people took for granted, even that the sun 

will rise tomorrow. 

- He pointed out that until the sun actually 

rises we do not know this for certain and as 

soon as it does the problem starts again.   

- This is known as the problem of induction. 

- James was an American 

philosopher and  

psychologist who lived from 

1842-1910. 

- He argued if believing 

something makes it easier for us 

to live a good and happy life then we should 

consider it true, even if we can’t be certain.   

- He recognised that beliefs such as that 

God exists, or that you have had a religious 
experience are impossible to prove beyond 

all doubt. 

- Many religious beliefs are impossible to 

prove but they help people to live good and 

happy lives.   

- James said we have the ‘will to believe’. 
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1. What is epistemology?  2. What is scepticism?  3. What did Descartes’ think? 

1. What does Philosophy mean? 

 

2. What does Epistemology mean? 

 

3. What is Empiricism? 

 

4. What is Rationalism? 

 

5. What is Reason? 

1. What is Scepticism? 

 

2. What is a sceptic? 

 

3. What are beliefs? 

 

4. What is certainty? 

 

5. What is doubt? 

1. Who was Descartes? 

 

2. What did he famously try to doubt? 

 

3. What were Descartes’ ‘three waves 

of doubt’? 

 

4. What was his first certainty? 

 

5. What is this known as? 

4. What did Locke think?  5. What did Hume think?  6. What did James think? 

1. Who was Locke? 

 

2. What did he famously argue? 

 

3. What does he think a new-born  

baby’s mind is like? 

 

4. What are primary qualities? 

 

5. What are secondary properties? 

1. Who was Hume? 

 

2. What did he argue for? 

 

3. What did Hume famously say? 

 

4. What did Hume want to challenge?  

 

5. What is the problem of induction? 

1. Who was James? 

 

2. What did he argue? 

 

3. What did he recognise about certain 

beliefs? 

 

4. What does James think about 

religious beliefs? 

 

5. What did James say that we have? 


