
Year 7 – What is a 
Geographer?

1. The Continents and Oceans

4. Four Figure Grid References

•Ordnance Survey maps have numbered gridlines 
drawn on them.  
• The lines running up and down the page are called 
eastings (because their numbers get higher as you 
move eastwards)  
• The lines running across the map are known as 
northings (because their numbers get higher as you 
move northwards). 
• Remember – Along the corridor and up the stairs.

2. Map Symbols

Maps can be of different types and sizes.  We use a 
variety of different maps every day but to make it 
accurate and easy to use, we have symbols, to 
represent the different features.

3. Scale and Distance

• Map scale refers to the relationship (or ratio) 
between distance on a map and the corresponding 
distance on the ground

• Maps should always have a scale which can be shown 
with a ratio e.g. 1:50,000 (which means 1 cm on the 
map equals 50,000cm (or 0.5km) in real life or a scale 
line which you can put your ruler alongside to see 
what distance is represented by 1cm on the map.

5. Six Figure Grid References

Step 1: Find the four-figure reference.

Step 2: Imagine this square is divided up into 100 

tiny squares, 10 along the bottom and 10 up the 

side.

Step 3: Still remembering to go along the corridor 

and then up the stairs, estimate how far across 

and then up the square the feature is. 476 334

Step 1: Go along the bottom of the map until you 
reach the left hand  side  of the square you 
require ( the easting)
Step 2: Then, go up the side of the map until 

you reach the northing that forms the bottom 

side of the square your trying to locate e.g. 33
Step 3: Now put your two answers together 

e.g. 47 33. There is no need to add 

brackets, commas, dashes

6. Geographical Investigations

Hypothesis A prediction that you can prove or 
disprove

Primary 
Fieldwork 
Methods

Data that is collected first hand 
such as questionnaires or landuse 
surveys

Secondary 
Fieldwork 
Methods

Data that is collected by someone 
else e.g Census data

Data 
Presentation

Ways of showing data graphically 
such as bar charts and line graphs
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Year 7 Geography  - Map skills

Week 1

1.What are the name of the 7 continents?
2.Which continent is south of Europe?
3.What is the name of the ocean between Europe and America?
4.What is the name of the ocean north of Antarctica?
5.What continent is the United Kingdom on?

Week 2

1.What is the map symbol for a motorway?
2.What is the map symbol for a car park?
3.What is the map symbol for a bridge?
4.What is the map symbol for a bus station?
5.What is the map symbol for a place of worship?

Week 3

1.What is scale?
2.What measurement is scale always shown in?
3.If a map had a scale of 1:50, 000, what distance would 1 cm on this map this be in reality?
4.If a map had a scale of 1:25, 000, what distance would 1 cm on this map this be in reality?
5.If a map had a scale of 1:30, 000, what distance would 1 cm on this map this be in reality?

Week 4

1.What does OS stand for in OS Maps?
2.What are the lines called which run vertically on the OS map?
3.What are the lines called which run horizontally on the OS map?
4.Which number do you give first when giving a for figure grid reference?
5.What are the two 4 figure grid references of the motorway?

Week 5

1.How many numbers does a 6 figure grid reference have?
2.How many boxes should you divide the main box into to get a six figure grid reference?
3.What is the 6 figure grid reference for the tourist information centre?
4.What is the 6 figure grid reference for the junction of the road (where two roads meet)?
5.What is the 6 figure grid reference for the forest?

Week 6

1.What is a geographical investigation?
2.What is a hypothesis? Can you give an example?
3.What is a primary fieldwork method? Can you give an example?
4.What is a secondary fieldwork method? Can you give an example?
5.What is data presentation? Can you give an example?


