
 

Curriculum Map: Year 7 English:  
Dates Autumn 1  

 
Autumn 2 Spring 1 

 
Spring 2 
 

Summer 1 
 

Summer 2 
 

Focus Origins: reading myths Origins: writing myths  Garbage King: reading 
a novel 

Garbage King: 
developing oracy  

A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream  

Shakespeare’s sonnets 

Link to 
Prior 
Learning  

KS2: increasing 
familiarity with a wide 
range of books, 
including myths, 
legends and traditional 
stories and books from 
other cultures and 
traditions. 

KS2: writing narratives, 
considering how authors 
have developed. 
characters and settings. 
- selecting appropriate 
grammar and 
vocabulary to change 
meaning. 
- ensuring the consistent 
use of tense throughout 
a piece of writing. 
- proofread for spelling 
and punctuation errors. 

KS2: identifying and 
discussing themes and 
conventions. 
- drawing inferences 
and justifying with 
evidence. 
- summarising main 
ideas. 
-plot, character and 
moral development 
explored in Autumn 
Half Term 1.  

KS2: explain and discuss 
their understanding of 
what they have read 
through formal 
presentations. 
- maintaining a focus on 
the topic and providing 
reasoned justifications 
for their views 
 

KS2: preparing plays to 
read aloud and to 
perform. 
- drawing inferences and 
justifying with evidence. 
- discuss how authors 
use figurative language. 

KS2: preparing poems 
to read aloud and to 
perform. 
- discuss how authors 
use figurative 
language. 

Key 
Knowledge 
& National 
Curriculum 
Points 

Our English curriculum 
begins with an 
exploration of short 
stories originating in 
Ancient Greece. This 
unit gives students the 
opportunity to explore 
where storytelling 
began and why it 
remains important in 
our evolving society. 
Students will 
understand how these 
plots, characters and 
morals have shaped art 
and literature in the 
centuries that follow.  
 

Using the stories studied 
in the first half term, 
students will have the 
opportunity to create 
their own narratives and 
characters, following a 
granular approach to 
grammar, sentence and 
text construction and 
build an understanding 
of a writer’s conscious 
choice of the written 
word.  

In term 2, students will 
have the opportunity 
to read a full novel, 
focusing on an 
overarching moral 
question. Students will 
begin to consider 
contextual factors that 
influence a writer and 
explore the key themes 
developed to convey 
their intentions. Here, 
students will develop 
their understanding 
that stories are literary 
constructs written for a 
purpose and 
understand the role of 
literature to influence 
wider society.  

Once students have 
finished the novel, they 
will begin gathering 
evidence to answer the 
overarching moral 
question established at 
the start of the unit.  
Students will convey 
their answer in the 
form of a presentation 
and deliver this to the 
class, forming their final 
assessment of this unit.   
 

In the final term, 
students will explore 
drama and the play 
through Shakespeare’s A 
Midsummer Night’s 
Dream. Students will be 
introduced to the 
comedy genre, the 
Elizabethan era, and the 
contextual factors that 
influenced 
Shakespeare’s craft. 
Students will continue to 
explore character, plot 
and theme, as well as 
having the opportunity 
to perform. In this term, 
students will develop 
the depth in which they 

Once students have 
finished reading the 
play, there will be an 
opportunity to explore 
some of Shakespeare’s 
famous sonnets. 
Students will finish the 
year by enhancing their 
understanding of 
writers’ choices, with 
an introduction to 
some key poetic terms 
that they will continue 
to develop throughout 
KS3 and KS4.  



explore a writer’s choice 
of language.  

Key Skills Inference 
Evidence  
Personal Response   

- generating creative 
ideas 
- clear written 
communication 
- using vocabulary 
appropriately 
- using grammar 
accurately 
- proofreading and 
editing 

Theme 
Characterisation 
Context 
 

Personal Response 
Inference 
Evidence 
Explanation  
Spoken language  

Characterisation 
Context 
Inference 
Evidence 
Analysis 
Spoken language  
 

Personal Response 
Inference 
Evidence 
Analysis 

Link to 
future 
learning  

GCSE English Language 
AO1 

GCSE English Language 
Paper 1 Q5 - AO5 AO6 

GCSE English Literature 
AO1 AO3 

GCSE English Language  
Spoken Language 
Endorsement 

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2: Shakespeare 
and Unseen Poetry 
AO1 AO2 AO3  

GCSE English Literature 
Paper 2: Shakespeare 
and Unseen Poetry 
AO1 AO2  

Assessment  GEM 1: Comprehension 
and inference  
 
GEM 2: Comprehension 
and inference  
 
 

GEM 3: Writing an 
exposition 
 
GEM 4: Writing a climax  
 
AP1: Creative Writing - 
full story  

GEM 1: Assessing 
characterisation  
 
GEM 2: Tracing a key 
theme across the text 
 
 

GEM 3: Extended 
personal response 
 
GEM 4: Speaking and 
listening: presentation  

GEM 1: Analysis of an 
extract 
 
GEM 2: Speaking and 
listening: performance  
 

GEM 3: Writing a 
review 
 
AP2: Inference, 
evidence and analysis 
of an extract 

Homework Bedrock - a homework platform focusing on vocabulary acquisition and tailored to individual students.  
Weekly knowledge organiser quizzes. 

 


