
CHAPTER PLOT (EVERY WEEK) SECTION 2
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SECTION 1 – Context and biography

An allegorical tale with direct links to the history of the Russian Revolution and 

Soviet Union in the early 20th century.

The book charts the corruptions of Communist ideals of equality, where workers 

are promised equality and freedom and are eventually repressed and treated as 

bad, if not worse, as under the previous rule of the capitalist ‘Tsar’ (king).

Old Major represents Karl Marx, putting forward the communist ideals which will 

free them from the tyranny of capitalism (represented by Jones).

Snowball represents Trotsky, a passionate component of Animalism

(Communism) who is expelled by Napoleon (Stalin).

Napoleon follows a similar rise to power as Stalin, using fear and propaganda to 

control the masses, including show trials and executions.

By the end of the novel, the ideals of communism have been so far abused and 

forgotten, that Napoleon meets and forms agreements with former oppressors.

Section 3 – Key vocabulary

Allegory A story, poem or picture that can be interpreted to reveal a hidden 

meaning.

Symbolism Use of symbols to represent ideas or qualities.

Capitalism Means of production (factories, businesses) are run by private 

owners for profit, not by the government.

Communism Theory in which all property is owned by the community, which the 

pigs call ‘Animalism’ in the novel.

Dictator Ruler with total power, e.g. Hitler.

Revolution Replacing an established political system with one decided by the 

people.

Resistance The refusal to accept or comply with something.

Utopia An imagined place or state of things in which everything is perfect.

Totalitarian A system of government with a dictator who requires complete 

subservience.

Collectivisation When the government forces farmers to share all of their resources 

and produce with the state.

Equal (equality) Having the same status, rights, or opportunities as everyone else.

Comrades A colleague or a fellow member of an organisation, a friend.

Oppression Prolonged cruel or unjust treatment by a government trusted to 

protect you.



SECTION 5 
- Themes

Quotations

Leadership 
and 
Corruption

“The pigs did not actually work, but directed 
and supervised the others. With their superior 
knowledge it was natural that they should 
assume the leadership.”
“All animals are equal but some animals are 
more equal than others.”

Lies and 
deceit

“Milk and apples (this has been proved by 
Science, comrades) contain substances 
absolutely necessary to the well-being of a 
pig.”
“Some of the animals had noticed that the van 
which took Boxer away was marked "Horse 
Slaughterer," and had actually jumped to the 
conclusion that Boxer was being sent to the 
knacker's. It was almost unbelievable, said 
Squealer, that any animal could be so stupid.”

Foolishness 
and naivety

“The stupidest questions of all were asked by 
Mollie, the white mare. The very first question 
she asked Snowball was: "Will there still be 
sugar after the Rebellion?“
“Often as they lay in the field they would all 
start bleating "Four legs good, two legs bad! 
Four legs good, two legs bad!" and keep it up 
for hours on end, never growing tired of it.”

Violence “Even the horses and the dogs have no better 
fate. You, Boxer, the very day that those great 
muscles of yours lose their power, Jones will 
sell you to the knacker, who will cut your 
throat and boil you down for the foxhounds. 
As for the dogs, when they grow old and 
toothless, Jones ties a brick round their necks 
and drowns them in the nearest pond.“
The dogs promptly tore their throats out, and 
in a terrible voice Napoleon demanded 
whether any other animal had anything to 
confess.”
“Moreover, terrible stories were leaking out 
from Pinchfield about the cruelties that 
Frederick practiced upon his animals.”

SECTION 4 – Characters

Mr Jones Drunken owner of Animal Farm. 

Embodies the tyranny of man.

Clover Maternal, caring and loyal. Senses 

hypocrisy but cannot articulate it.

“Mr. Jones, … seized the gun which 

always stood in a corner of his 

bedroom, and let fly a charge of 

number 6 shot into the darkness.”

“But it appears to me that that wall 

looks different. Are the Seven 

Commandments the same as they 

used to be, Benjamin?”

Mr

Pilkington

Owner of Foxwood. Sells land to 

Napoleon and praises his methods.

Moses Tamed raven of Jones. Spreads 

the idea of Sugarcandy Mountain.

“If you have your lower animals to 

contend with […] we have our lower 

classes!”

“…they allowed Moses to remain 

on the farm, not working, with an 

allowance of a gill of beer a day.”

Mr

Whymper

Sly, greedy and self interested. 

Solicitor who aids Napoleon’s 

tyranny.

Benjamin Stubborn, cynical and apathetic.

Only stirred to passion by Boxer’s 

removal.

“What did they find? Not only the 

most up-to-date methods, but a 

discipline and an orderliness which 

should be an example to all farmers 

everywhere.”

"Donkeys live a long time. None of 

you has ever seen a dead 

donkey."

Boxer Devoted citizen and immensely 

strong. Innocent  and naïve.

Dogs + 

Sheep

Instruments of fear and control,

educated by Napoleon.

“I will work harder. Napoleon is 

always right,”

“Four legs good, two legs bad.”

Snowball Devoted to animalism and the 

education of lesser animals. Hero at 

the battle of the cowshed.

Napoleon Expels Snowball. Executes 

animals. Establishes himself as 

dictator. Controls with fear and in 

the end, becomes Jones.

“Can you not understand that liberty 

is worth more than ribbons?”

“SNOWBALL!” He suddenly roared 

in a voice of thunder. “Snowball 

has done this thing!”

Squealer Mouthpiece of Napoleon. Uses 

propaganda to control the animals.

Old Major Wise, old pig. Inspires the rebellion 

with his rhetoric.

“I feel it my duty to pass on to you 

such wisdom as I have acquired.”

“Man is the only creature that 

consumes without producing.”

“You do not imagine, I hope, that we 

pigs are doing this in the spirit of 

selfishness.”

Mr

Frederick

Cutthroat businessmen. Trades with 

and manipulates Napoleon.

“He had flogged an old horse to death, he starved 

his cows, he had killed a dog by throwing it into the 

furnace.”


