
 

Curriculum Map - Subject  Year Group 

Dates Autumn term 1 
 

Autumn term 2 
 

Spring 1 
 

Spring 2 Summer 1 and 2  

Focus Paper 2: Research 
methods and 
Biopsychology 

Paper 3: Schizophrenia 
and aggression 

Paper 3: Aggression and 
Cognition and 
Development 

Issues and debates and 
Year 2 research methods 

Revision of all 3 papers  

Key 
Knowledge 

 
Research methods: 
 
Recap of remote 
learning: IV, DV, aims, 
hypothesis, experimental 
designs, types of 
experiments, ethics, 
sampling, observational 

techniques, self-report 
techniques 
questionnaires; 
interviews, structured 
and unstructured, 
correlations 

Biopsychology 

● The divisions of 
the nervous 
system: central 
and peripheral 
(somatic and 
autonomic). 

● The structure 
and function of 
sensory, relay 
and motor 

 
Schizophrenia 
 
Classification of 
schizophrenia 
 
Reliability and validity in 
diagnosis and 
classification of 
schizophrenia 
 
Biological explanations 
for schizophrenia: 
genetics, the dopamine 
hypothesis and neural 
correlates 
 
Psychological 
explanations for 
schizophrenia 
 
 Drug therapy: typical 
and atypical 
antipsychotics.  
 
Cognitive behaviour 
therapy and family 
therapy as used in the 

 
Aggression part 2 
 
Social psychological 
explanations of human 
aggression, including the 
frustration-aggression 
hypothesis, social 
learning theory as 
applied to human 
aggression, and de-
individuation 
 
Institutional aggression in 
the context of prisons 
 
Media influences on 
aggression, including the 
effects of computer 
games 
 
The role of 
desensitisation, 
disinhibition and 
cognitive priming 
 
 
 
 

 
Issues and Debates  
 
Gender and culture in 
psychology – universality 
and bias 
 
Free will and 
determinism 
 
The nature-nurture 
debate: the relative 
importance of heredity 
and environment in 
determining behaviour; 
the interactionist 
approach 
 
Holism and reductionism: 
levels of explanation in 
psychology 
 
Idiographic and 
nomothetic approaches 
to psychological 
investigation 
 

 
Recap of knowledge from all 
3 papers 
 
Focus on revisiting content, 
exam technique and 
developing evaluation skills 
 
 

 



neurons. The 
process of 
synaptic 
transmission, 
including 
reference to 
neurotransmitt
ers, excitation 
and inhibition. 

● The function of 
the endocrine 
system: glands 
and hormones. 

● The fight or 
flight response 
including the 
role of 
adrenaline. 

● Localisation of 
function in the 
brain and 
hemispheric 
lateralisation: 
motor, 
somatosensory, 
visual, auditory 
and language 
centres; Broca’s 
and Wernicke’s 
areas, split 
brain research. 
Plasticity and 
functional 
recovery of the 

treatment of 
schizophrenia 
The importance of an 
interactionist approach in 
explaining and treating 
schizophrenia; the 
diathesis -stress model. 
 
Aggression part 1 

 
Neural and hormonal 
mechanisms in 
aggression 
 
The ethological 
explanation of aggression 
 
Evolutionary 
explanations of human 
aggression 

Cognition and 
development part 1 
 
Piaget’s theory of 
cognitive development: 
schemas, assimilation, 
accommodation, 
equilibration, stages of 
intellectual development 
 
Characteristics of these 
stages, including object 
permanence, 
conservation, 
egocentrism and class 
inclusion 
 
 

Ethical implications of 
research studies and 
theory 
 
 
 
 
 
Cognition and 
development part 2 
 
Vygotsky’s theory of 
cognitive development, 
including the zone of 
proximal development 
and scaffolding 
 
Baillargeon’s explanation 
of early infant abilities, 
including knowledge of 
the physical world; 
violation of expectation 
research 
 
The development of 
social cognition: Selman’s 
levels of perspective-
taking 
 
The role of the mirror 
neuron system in social 
cognition. 
 
Research methods: 
 
 
Descriptive statistics 
 



brain after 
trauma. 

● Ways of 
studying the 
brain: scanning 
techniques, 
including 
functional 
magnetic 
resonance 
imaging (fMRI); 
electroencephal
ogram (EEGs) 
and event-
related 
potentials 
(ERPs); post-
mortem 
examinations. 

● Biological 
rhythms: 
circadian, 
infradian and 
ultradian and 
the difference 
between these 
rhythms. The 
effect of 
endogenous 
pacemakers 
and exogenous 
zeitgebers on 
the sleep/wake 
cycle. 

Presentation and display 
of quantitative data 
 
Distributions 
 
Content analysis 
 
Features of science 
 
Validity  
 
Reporting psychological 
investigations 
 
Levels of measurement  
 
The sign test 
 
Type I and Type II errors 



 
 
 
 
 

Key Skills Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological concepts 
 
Apply psychological 
knowledge 
 
Evaluate psychological 
theories, concepts and 
research studies 
 
Evaluate therapies and 
treatments including in 
terms of their 
appropriateness and 
effectiveness 

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological concepts 
 
Apply psychological 
knowledge 
 
Evaluate psychological 
theories, concepts and 
research studies 
 
Evaluate therapies and 
treatments including in 
terms of their 
appropriateness and 
effectiveness. 
 

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological concepts 
 
Apply psychological 
knowledge 
 
Evaluate psychological 
theories, concepts and 
research studies 
 
Evaluate therapies and 
treatments including in 
terms of their 
appropriateness and 
effectiveness. 
 

Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological concepts 
 
Apply psychological 
knowledge 
 
Evaluate psychological 
theories, concepts and 
research studies 
 
Evaluate therapies and 
treatments including in 
terms of their 
appropriateness and 
effectiveness. 
 

Focus on revisiting content, 
key terms and theories 
 
Exam technique (knowing 
command words) 
 
Developing evaluation skills 
(adding issues and debates) 
 
Students will also focus on 
the timings of questions 
 
 

 

GEM Tasks - Weekly research 

methods quiz  

- 1 timed 16 mark 

essay  

- End of topic test 

- Weekly research 

methods quiz  

- 1 timed 16 mark 

essay  

- End of topic test 

- Weekly research 

methods quiz  

- 1 timed 16 mark 

essay  

- End of topic test 

- Weekly research 

methods quiz  

- 1 timed 16 mark 

essay  

- End of topic test 

  

Summative 
Assessment 
 
 
 

 
Full Paper 1, Paper 2 and Paper 3 (including only content from Autumn Term 1 and 2) in December mocks for AP1 
 
Full Paper 3 covering all topics in March in time for AP2. 

Links to 
University 

Essay writing prepares students for undergraduate level work. Students are expected to read around the subject - this encourages the 
independence students will require for university study. Students are introduced to reading psychological journals to prepare them for 
university as well as learning how to write a report and reference. Deep analysis of data which is needed if students chose to continue to study 
Psychology. 

 


