
 

Curriculum Map - Subject  Year Group  

Dates Autumn Term 1  Autumn Term 2 Spring Term 1 
 

Spring Term 2 Summer Term 1 Summer term 2 

Focus Social influence Language, thought and 
communication 

The brain and 
neuropsychology 

Psychological problems REVISION  

Key 
Knowledge Conformity- 

Identification and 
explanation of how 
social factors and 
dispositional factors 
affect conformity to 
majority influence.  

-Asch’s study of 
conformity. 

- Obedience 
Milgram’s Agency 
theory of social 
factors affecting 
obedience including 
agency, authority, 
culture and proximity.  

-Explanation of 
dispositional factors 
affecting obedience 
including Adorno’s 
theory of the 
Authoritarian 
Personality. 

- Prosocial behaviour 
Bystander behaviour: 
identification and 

-The possible relationship 
between language and 
thought The effect of 
language and thought on 
our view of the world 
Piaget’s theory: language 
depends on thought.  
 
-The Sapir-Whorf 
hypothesis: thinking 
depends on language.  
 
-Variation in recall of 
events and recognition of 
colours, eg in Native 
American cultures.  
 
-Differences between 
human and animal 
communication  
 
-Limited functions of 
animal communication  
 
-Von Frisch’s bee study. 
Properties of human 
communication not 
present in animal 
communication 

--Structure and function of 
the nervous system The 
divisions of the human 
nervous system 
 
-The James-Lange theory of 
emotion. Neuron structure 
and function Sensory, relay 
and motor neurons. 
Synaptic transmission 
 
- Hebb's theory of learning 
and neuronal growth. 
Structure and function of 
the brain  
 
-Localisation of function in 
the brain: motor, 
somatosensory, visual, 
auditory and language 
areas. Penfield’s study of 
the interpretive cortex.  
 
-Cognitive neuroscience: 
how the structure and 
function of the brain relate 
to behaviour and 
cognition. The use of 
scanning techniques to 
identify brain functioning: 

-Structure and function of 
the nervous system The 
divisions of the human 
nervous system 
 
-The James-Lange theory 
of emotion. Neuron 
structure and function 
Sensory, relay and motor 
neurons. Synaptic 
transmission 
 
- Hebb's theory of 
learning and neuronal 
growth. Structure and 
function of the brain  
 
-Localisation of function 
in the brain: motor, 
somatosensory, visual, 
auditory and language 
areas. Penfield’s study of 
the interpretive cortex.  
 
-Cognitive neuroscience: 
how the structure and 
function of the brain 
relate to behaviour and 
cognition. The use of 
scanning techniques to 

 

REVISION OF CONTENT 
FROM PAPER 1 AND PAPER 
2 

 

EXAMS 

 



explanation of how 
social factor and 
dispositional factors 
affect bystander 
intervention.  

-Piliavin’s subway 
study.  

-Crowd and collective 
behaviour Prosocial 
and antisocial 
behaviour in crowds: 
identification and 
explanation of how 
social factors (social 
loafing, 
deindividuation and 
culture) and 
dispositional factors 
affect collective 
behaviour 

- Non-verbal 
communication 
Definitions of non-verbal 
communication and verbal 
communication.  
 
-Functions of eye contact 
including regulating flow 
of conversation, signaling 
attraction and expressing 
emotion.  
 
-Body language including 
open and closed posture, 
postural echo and touch.  
 
-Personal space including 
cultural, status and gender 
differences.  
 
-Explanations of non-
verbal behaviour Darwin’s 
evolutionary theory of 
non-verbal 
communication as evolved 
and adaptive.  
 
-Evidence that non-verbal 
behaviour is innate, eg in 
neonates and the sensory 
deprived. Evidence that 
non-verbal behaviour is 
learned. Yuki’s study of 
emoticons.  

CT, PET and fMRI scans. 
Tulving's 'gold' memory 
study. 
 
- A basic understanding of 
how neurological damage, 
eg stroke or injury can 
affect motor abilities and 
behaviour. 

identify brain functioning: 
CT, PET and fMRI scans. 
Tulving's 'gold' memory 
study. 
 
- A basic understanding of 
how neurological 
damage, eg stroke or 
injury can affect motor 
abilities and behaviour. 

Key Skills -Application of core 
knowledge to a range 
of experiments  
 

-Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological ideas, 

-Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological ideas, 

-Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological ideas, 

-Demonstrate knowledge 
and understanding of 
psychological ideas, 

 



-Evaluating 
experimental designs 
and justifying 
reasoning behind this  
 
-Data handling and 
interpretation of data 
 
-Designing practical 
research projects 
 

processes, procedures and 
theories 
 
- Analyse and evaluate 
psychological ideas, 
information, processes 
and procedures 
 
-Apply key research 
methods (from Autumn 
term 1) to studies of social 
influence 

processes, procedures and 
theories 
 
- Analyse and evaluate 
psychological ideas, 
information, processes and 
procedures 
 
-Apply key research 
methods (from Autumn 
term 1) to studies of 
language and 
communication 

processes, procedures 
and theories 
 
- Analyse and evaluate 
psychological ideas, 
information, processes 
and procedures 
 
-Apply key research 
methods (from Autumn 
term 1) to studies of the 
brain and 
neuropsychology 

processes, procedures and 
theories 
 
- Analyse and evaluate 
psychological ideas, 
information, processes and 
procedures 
 
-Apply key research 
methods (from Autumn 
term 1) to studies of 
psychological problems e.g 
depressions rates 

GEM Tasks 1 x 9 mark question 
designing a study  
 
End of topic test 
covering all content 

1 x 9 mark question 
(outline and evaluation 
A01 and A03) 

End of topic test covering 
all content 

1 x 9 mark question 
(outline and evaluation 
A01 and A03) 

End of topic test covering 
all content 

1 x 9 mark question 
(outline and evaluation 
A01 and A03) 

End of topic test covering 
all content 

1 x 9 mark question 
(outline and evaluation 
A01 and A03) 

End of topic test covering 
all content 

 

 

Homework -Revision of key terms 
using knowledge 
organiser 
 
-Exam questions 

Revision of key terms using 
knowledge organiser 
 
-Exam questions 

Revision of key terms using 
knowledge organiser 
 
-Exam questions 

Revision of key terms using 
knowledge organiser 
 
-Exam questions 

Revision of key terms using 
knowledge organiser 
 
-Exam questions 

 

Link to 
GCSE 

Paper 1: Cognition and 

Behaviour Paper 2: Social content 
and behaviour 

Paper 2: Social content 
and behaviour 

Paper 2: Social content 
and behaviour 

Paper 2: Social content 
and behaviour 

Paper 1 and paper 2 

 


