
~ Ambitious and Proud ~

Yr 11 Parents forum 
Tuesday 30th June 2020



~ Ambitious and Proud ~

     Centre Assessment Grades  

The evidence base for awarding teacher assessment grades:

This should be a holistic professional judgement, balancing the different sources of 
evidence. Teachers and heads of department will have a good understanding of their 
students’ performance and how they compare to other students within the 
department/subject this year, and in previous years. We want heads of department and 
teachers to consider each student’s performance over the course of study and make a 
realistic judgement of the grade each student would have been most likely to get if they 
had taken their exam(s) in a subject and completed any non-exam assessment this 
summer. This could include U (ungraded)
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Centre Assessment Grades

The evidence departments may choose to use in this process include:

● records of each student’s performance over the course of study, including for example assessment data, 
classwork, bookwork, and/or participation in performances in subjects such as music, drama and PE

● performance on any non-exam assessment (NEA), even if this has not been fully completed. You should not ask 
students to complete their NEA work and you do not need to submit marks for any completed NEA. But you will 
need to bear in mind that many students achieve a higher grade on their NEA than in their exams, so you should 
not base your judgment on NEA alone. You should balance it with your judgement about their likely 
performance in the written paper(s), where appropriate. In case students decide that they want to enter in a 
subsequent exam series, you should retain any NEA work completed to date

● performance on any class or homework assessments and PPE and end of year exams taken over the course of 
study

● tier of entry in tiered subjects – centre assessment grades must reflect the tier of entry (9 to 3 for higher tier; 5 
to 1 for foundation, as well as U)

● previous results in your centre in this subject
● the performance of this year’s students compared to those in previous years 
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                                    Arrangements for appeals

Taken from GUIDANCE Summer 2020 grades for GCSE, AS and A level, Extended Project Qualification and 
Advanced Extension Award in maths. OFQUAL 22 May 2020

● No exams taking place this summer, the normal arrangements for reviews of marking and 
appeals will not apply.

● Have decided that they should adopt their proposal that we should not provide an opportunity 
for students to challenge their centre assessment grade or their position in the centre’s rank 
order through an appeal. A student will be able to ask their centre to check whether they 
made an error when submitting a centre assessment grade and including them in the centre’s 
rank order.  

● Have decided not to provide for appeals in respect of the operation or outcome of the 
statistical standardisation model.
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                                                      Autumn Exams 
Who  will be eligible to take exams in the autumn?

◻ They have proposed that entry to autumn exams should be restricted to those students who had entered for the 
summer series or to those who the exam board believes have made a compelling case about their intention to 
have entered the summer series. 

When will the autumn exam series be held? 

◻ For the exams to best serve their intended purpose they envisage that, if possible, AS and A level exams 
should take place in October

◻ GCSE exams in November. 
◻ The exam boards will set the entry deadlines for students wanting to take exams in the autumn. We would 

expect these would not be before the end of August in order to allow students to understand if their calculated 
grades support their progression to the next stage of their learning or into employment and to receive support or 
advice on their next steps.

 Will students be able to sit all of their exams in the autumn?

◻ They have proposed that exam boards offer autumn exams for all of the GCSE, AS and A level qualifications 
they had intended to offer in the summer. 

◻ They also proposed that the format of these exams should be the same as those normally offered in the 
summer. 
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Autumn Exams
If students are unhappy with a grade do they have to take all their exams in the autumn or can they just take exams 
in the subject they are unhappy with? 
◻ Students will not have to sit exams in all subjects in the autumn. They may take exams in as few subjects as they 

would like to.
◻  If a student wishes to take exams in a particular subject the autumn, they will need to take all the exam papers in 

that subject. 

When will the results of the autumn exams series be released? 
◻ They have have spoken to the exam boards who believe that results for A level exams taken during October could be 

published before Christmas
◻ Results for GCSE exams taken in November could be published in February. 
◻ The results for GCSE English and maths could be published in January, as usual. This is dependent on the final 

dates of the autumn exam series, however.

If students take an exam this autumn, which will stand – the exam or centre assessment grade? 

◻ Students will be able to use the higher of the two grades for future progression.
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Updated news 30th June: 
• exam boards must base results on students’ performance in exams alone 
and not on any non-exam assessment, with the exception of art and design 
qualifications 

• exam boards must issue replacement certificates for the summer results if 
students request this 

• the exam boards must adopt the normal arrangements for reviews of 
marking and appeals
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Other questions

- Prom - As of yet we do not know when this will be possible so we are waiting 
on further guidance.

- Yearbook - We are currently looking at this.  More information will be sent 
soon.

- Uniform donations - In the new year we would be grateful of any uniform 
donations from Year 11 students.  We will ask for this in September.
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Any other questions?


