
 

Year 11 Parents Forum via Zoom 30th June 2020 6pm 

Minutes 

 

Chiswick School Staff members present: Mr Chavda, Ms Ellener, Ms Mills 

Mr Chavda welcomed everyone and thanked them for joining the meeting.  The last few months 
have been challenging for everyone, but it was lovely to see the students on the virtual leavers’ 
assembly.  This had 150 participants, hopefully they enjoyed it as much as we did, we have missed 
them all. 

Ms Ellener said it was lovely to see everyone on the call; these meetings hopefully feel less strange 
now than they did in April.  There have been some great questions submitted – we have looked at all 
of them.  

Ms Mills did a short presentation – attached to these minutes.  This will answer many of the 
questions we have been asked.   All information is correct at time of presentation!  School receives 
updated information at the same time as parents, and not before – this has caused some 
uncertainty/ anxiety for everyone.  Hopefully this discussion will allay some fears, and demystify 
some of the information given by the government. 

Most questions sent to us were about the Centre Assessment Grades for GCSEs and ALevels.  It is 
important to understand that the CAGS are realistic/holistic judgement based on all things being 
equal if students were to have taken exams in the summer.   You may have heard of the service 
provided by FFT which we have used (as have many other schools) to help to come to our decisions, 
as well as our own statistical work.  A lot of  guidance was given to teachers, and all assessments 
were also moderated by the senior team. 

It is also important to remember that Ofqual are not allowing appeals based on CAGS other than on 
admin grounds.  They will also not allow appeals based on their own standardisation of schools’ 
results.   We won’t find out the impact of moderation until results are issued.  We have taken part 
fully in the consultation about moderation and our governors have written to Ofqual – but we have 
been told very clearly there is no appeal. 

Q You suggest there is challenge over admin errors?   Can you clarify how student will have this 
info please? 

A:  For instance a wrong grade put in by the school by mistake.  If the grade received on results day is 
different from that we have submitted, and we have checked the record of exactly what was 
uploaded, it means the grade has been moderated by the exam board. 

Q Will there be an opportunity to consult with teachers if students are thinking of resitting an 
exam and would like further advice? 

A: We will be looking very carefully at student results and will be giving students a lot of guidance re 
whether they should retake or just go ahead with the results they have.  It will be a very 
personalised approach.  We don’t know if we will need to take decisions quickly or will have some 
time to assess options, we are still waiting on guidance for this. 

 



Q If a student is happy with their grades, they won’t take any public exams until A level. Will there 
be an opportunity to take AS levels or an extra GCSE at the end of Y12? 

A: Not planning to do AS Levels in summer 2021 but students will be having robust internal exams. 
We will think about the extra GCSE – could be a good idea. 

Q: If students don’t get good grades in eg vscience. will they still be able to keep those subjects for 
A level even if they retaking those subjects? 

A: We will base entry to our 6th form on our own CAG grades – not the moderated ones even if 
lower.  We will also contact other 6th forms on behalf of students if they choose to go elsewhere. 

We have been delighted by the number of applications for 6th form this year – we are one of very 
few schools who have been delivering the y12 curriculum entirely on line and this has increased 
applicants for our 6th form. 

Q: Can the school challenge if the moderation reduces all students' grades to a significant extent? 
Will you find out the impact of moderation before results day? 

A: We have been told we cannot challenge, and we will only receive the grades when the results are 
published, and not before. 

Moderation will not change teachers’ ranking of students.  For the last couple of years we have been 
in line with results around the country for English/Maths so parents shouldn’t panic yet. 

Q: How will we know the impact of the central moderation if we don't know what the submitted 
grade was? 

A:  We are awaiting further guidance for DfE about this. Headteachers have been talking about this, 
and many schools currently saying they will not share CAGs with parents. One way would be for 
parents to submit  requests – but schools don’t want to get bogged down with lots of requests. 
Chiswick School is still thinking about what we will do; please give us some time to consider this 
thoroughly before we make a decision. 

We have had an update today on the Autumn exams:  students who are unhappy with their grade 
will have the chance to enter the Autumn exam series. It must be remembered that students only 
can decide on a retake, not parents.  Students will sit all papers for the retakes but coursework will 
be taken away from the Autumn series of exams, apart from Art and Design subjects. 

Q regarding the point about coursework not making a difference to the grade is that about just the 
retakes or will it not make a difference to the original summer grades either? 

Regarding coursework for this Summer, we were told not to submit coursework grades but to take 
these into account when setting the CAG.  Any work submitted after lockdown could not be taken 
into account for the CAGs.  Also, many GCSEs have already taken coursework out of the 
assessments. 

JMS: we were told not to submit coursework grades – the whole grade would include this (any 
coursework submitted after lockdown could not be taken into account) and holistic view of the 
student. 

Q Are there possibilities that a child would be dropped by a grade as his grade wasn't consistent 
through yr 10 and picked up during yr 11? 



A: We know that students improve in y11 from y10 and this has been built into CAGS. 

Why weren’t art books used for the grade assessment?  This needs to be checked with the Head of 
Art, we will get back to you.. However this may be as work completed after the lock down was not 
allowed to be used as part of the CAG judgement.  

We also need to think how we physically accommodate the full set of exams along with the bubbles 
and other restrictions that are currently being talked about for September.  Parents need to think 
carefully if students should be sitting resits – how will it benefit your children?  We will find it 
difficult to provide taught support for these students who will resit alongside a full timetable for the 
whole school. 

Is there any provision for Sixth Form to start on a different time in the morning than the rest of the 
school? 

A: Yes - if we need to, we will look at start times depending on the guidance. 

Q Is the transition work that was set for the year elevens compulsory? 

A: All students planning to return in 6th form have been given details of a transition project. Students 
who are coming back to 6th form  really must do their transition work – let us know if you want us to 
call your children and remind them to do it! 

Q: Percentage of Chiswick students vs external applied for 6th form?  

A: 75% / 25% 

Q: Is it likely that they will be spending only part-days at school for 6th form? Are you planning 
lessons on-line and live? 

By the end of this term we will have seen all y7-10, y12 in school.  If we have to shut the school 
again, the curriculum will be fully delivered by live lessons.  Prefer this doesn’t happen but…  Art/PA 
obviously very hard to do. 

We are hoping that it will be a normal start in September in 6th form but… 

Blended learning: 4 different scenarios being planned for ranging from all in school to only y11 and 
y13 in.  

Q Are we allowing automatic entry into 6th form?  We have entry criteria – students need to be at a 
standard otherwise we are setting them up to fail.  We are an academic 6th form –  for some 
students it may be more appropriate to go to a college for more vocational or level 2 subjects.  Mr 
Braithwaite has been speaking to all y11 students and representatives from colleges will be available 
on results day to provide additional support for students.  This would have been talked about in their 
interviews for 6th form – already a level of support has been put in there. 

Q Planned curriculum changes for A Level?  

We are waiting with baited breath!  Hope to get that guidance soon for both y10/y12.  We are 
changing things at school ie from a 2 week to a 1 week timetable to make it more simple to offer live 
lessons if we have to close at short notice.  Also y12 will have less spare time and will be kept more 
busy with work. 

Other changes to school day include:  

● Y11 next year will be having period 6 



● Split lunch times to allow students to move through more easily 
 

Prom: At the moment we are still waiting on government guidance.  We still don’t know when it will 
be possible to  have large gatherings.  If schools / other colleges are using bubble approach as well as 
us, this makes it difficult to get all students together.  

Yearbook: We will do a yearbook which will be slightly different – printers have been shut down 
during lockdown.  We will get into touch with some form reps. It won’t be as detailed as in previous 
year. 

Uniform: please donate (in September) any spares – please drop off to school for us to reuse.  

Finally, Mr Chavda and Ms Ellener reiterated that everyone is really proud of the y11s here and really 
unhappy that they haven’t had their transition time.  We are very grateful for all the support we 
have had from families. 

Prerecorded assemblies now finished but please let Mr Chavda know if there is anything you need. 
Still waiting on guidance for results day so will send that information out once we have it. 

Please keep in touch with the school! 

If any parent has any further queries, please email enquiries@chiswickschool.org 

 


