
Year 11 GCSE Music Knowledge Organiser Spring Term 1 

SET WORKS Schwartz ‘Defying Gravity’ from Wicked Esperanza Spalding: ‘Samba Em Preludio’ from 
the album Esperanza 

Context 
  

Based on the 1939 film ‘The Wizard of Oz’. Tells the story of Elphaba the 
Wicked Witch of the West and Glinda the Good Witch who are initial arch 
enemies which changes at the end of the musical. Defying Gravity ends the 
first act of the musical and describes how Elphaba is going to fight the Wizard 
and rise above. Song sung by both witches 

Cover of a song written by Robert Baden Powell de 
Aquino and Vinicius de Moraes. A Samba is a Brazilian 
musical style with a signature rhythm but this piece is 
in a style called Bossa Nova which is closely related to 
Samba.  
Performed by Esperanz Spalding. Grammy for best 
new artist in 2011 

Period and Genre 20th Century - 2003 
Musical 

2008 
Fusion – Bossa Nova (Brazilian Samba and American 
Jazz) 

Resources Large pit band – woodwind, brass, strings, percussion, harp, electric guitars, 
synths, drumkit, tubular bells 
Unusual instrumental techniques -palm muting, chorus, delay, flange, E-bow 
on guitars, timpani pedal glissandi. Interesting percussion finger cymbals, bell 
tree chimes, crotales, tin maraca and nut rattle 
Strings tremolando. Marcato, legato and staccato moments.  

Female vocal 
Acoustic bass guitar 
Nylon-string acoustic guitar (with second guitar 
overdubbed for solo) 

Structure Extended song structure – Introduction (dialogue), Verse 1, Chorus, Link, Verse 
2, Chorus, Dialogue, First bridge, Chorus 3, Link 2, Revised introduction, Vamp 
section, Bridge 2, Chorus 4 and Coda 

Intro, Verse 1, Break, Verse 2, Guitar solo, Verse 3, 
Coda 
16 bar sections 

Tonality 
 

Major tonality reinforces Elphaba as the heroine, but the key is unstable – lots 
of shifting harmonies. ‘Key areas for the witches tend to be Db major for 
Elphaba and D major for Glinda. Bitonality – combining two keys (bar 88) 

B minor 

Harmony Suspended chords, Augmented chords, half-diminished chords, bare fifths, 
perfect 4ths, interrupted cadences, (bars 167-168) perfect cadences. Polytonal 
chords, stabbed chords. First 6 bars chromatic harmony. Circle of fifths (bars 
69-70) 

Jazz harmony – dissonant frequent as a result 
Extended (G#dim7 bar 35, Altered and Substitution 
chords 
7th, 9th, 11th and 13th chords - jazz 
Turnaround chords in the Coda (4 faster moving 
chords) 

Melody Use of motifs- leitmotif based around 5 pitches and using perfect 4th and 
perfect 5th intervals. Important melody based on the first seven notes of the 
song ‘Somewhere over the Rainbow ‘called the Unlimited theme. (Cipher code 
D E F# G) Hexatonic melody (bars 71-79) Use of sequences. Compound perfect 
4th. Word painting – ‘gravity’ 

Vocal melody opens – broken chords 
Syllabic 
Mostly stepwise 
Melody notes are often highest of extended chords 
(ninth of the ninth) 
Ornaments e.g. mordent bar 1 
Augmentation bar 107-109 

Rhythm and tempo Metrical shifting from a 3 note pattern. Metre unclear at first then settles into 
4/4. Slow chordal accompaniments, driving quaver rhythms, syncopation, 
heavy percussion for rhythmic emphasis. Allegro (bar 49), Moderato (bar 88) 
and Andante (bar 162). Colla voce – follow the voice.  

Starts in free tempo – slower at this point 
Settles to 4/4 metre (tempo rubato) 
Boss Nova rhythms (dotted crotchet quaver) 
Very syncopated 

Dynamics Full range. Use of sfz and fp  

Texture Starts homophonic marcato from orchestra and monophonic vocal lines then 
texture builds to melody dominated homophony. Choruses polyphonic. Full 
range used. Ostinato used (bars 101-109) Sing in harmony and unison.  

Monophonic opening 
Counterpoint between parts 
Spares in places – intimate feel 
Bass alternates between chordal and counterpoint 



 

 

 Year 11 GCSE Music Knowledge Organiser Spring Term 1  Challenge and Wider Knowledge 

Week 1 

Context, 

Period and 

Genre 

What is a Samba? 

Where does Samba come from? 

What does the title mean? 

What is Bossa Nova? 

What year was samba El Preludio released? 

Name other artists that have made Samba or Bossa 

Nova music.  

Week 2 

Resources 

and 

Structure  

Name all the instruments that play in this song. 

What is overdubbing? 

What is the structure of the piece? 

How many sections are there? 

Name all the instruments in the string section of an 

orchestra and extended strings.  

Week 3 

Tonality 

and 

Harmony  

 

What key is it in? 

Name two types of extended chords used? 

What are turnaround chords 

Name three jazz chords used. 

 

What harmonic devices are used in music? 

Week 4 

 

Rhythm and 

Tempo 

What is free tempo? 

What is tempo rubato? 

What are boss nova rhythms? Draw it. 

What is another word for off beat? 

What is the opposite to tempo rubato? 

Week 5 

 

Dynamics 

and Texture 

What is the texture at the beginning? 

How would you describe the accompaniment? 

Why are there no dynamic markings? 

What happens between parts? 

 

Name three different types of texture in music.  

Week 6 

 

Melody 

What are broken chords? 

What is syllabic? 

What ornaments are used and where? 

What is augmentation? 

What is another word for stepwise? 

What melodic devices are used in music? 


