
Knowledge Organiser Questions for English / Romeo and Juliet / Year 11 

Week 1 

Context 

1. What is meant by the phrase “patriarchal society”?  

2. During which era was the play written?  

3. What was the most important way of identifying yourself in this era?  

4. Name the dominant religion at the time.  

5. Where is the play set?  

Week 2 

Characters  

For each of the following characters, indicate which family they belong to, as well as list a personality trait.  

1. Benvolio 

2. Romeo 

3. Tybalt 

4. Juliet 

5. Mercutio  

Week 3 

Plot 

1.  Which two families fight in the streets in Act 1?  

2. Name the major event in Act 2.  

3. Which two major characters die in Act 3, and who has killed them?  

4. Outline Juliet’s plan in Act 4.  

5. Briefly explain the mix up with Juliet’s plan that occurs in Act 5.  

Week 4  

Imagery and 

Symbolism  

1. What does poison symbolise?  

2. Who is compared to the “light” and what does it represent?  

3. Explain the literal and figurative role of walls in the play.  

4. Expand on the importance of “name” in the play.  

5. What do night and day represent, respectively.  

Week 5 

Key themes 

and 

concepts 

In your own words, explain your understanding of the following themes and concepts. Include how they 

relate to the play.  

1. Revenge  

2. Identity 

3. Revenge 

4. Fate 

5. Love 

Week 6 

Key quotes 

Who says the following and to what are they referring?  

1. “A plague on both your houses” 

2. “I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee”  

3. “Younger than she are happy mothers made” 

4. “O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?”  

5. “Tybalt, the reason that I love thee/ Doth much excuse the appertaining rage / To such a greeting” 

 


