
Characters

Juliet
Courageous; defiant; independent; quick-
witted; resourceful; loving; magnanimous; 
peaceable; radical

Protagonist; defies
parents and society’s 
rules

Romeo Lovelorn; defiant; amorous; rash; valiant;
devoted; imaginative

Protagonist

Mercutio Quick-witted; hot tempered; loyal; vulgar; 
cynical

Romeo’s friend

Tybalt
Antagonistic; hot-tempered; loyal; violent;
splenetic; contemptuous

Juliet’s cousin

Capulet Atypical; typical; sclerotic; Juliet’s father

Lady 
Capulet

Obedient; harsh; Juliet’s mother

The
Prince

Authoritarian; peaceful; lenient Ruler of Verona; attempts to 
keep peace but fails;

Paris Wealthy; respected; Suitor to Juliet;

Rosaline Chaste; unrealistic Object of Romeo’s lust and 
infatuation

Nurse Vulgar; sceptical Juliet’s confidante and 
mother figure

Benvolio Benevolent; peacekeeper; steadfast Romeo’s friend

Plot

Act 1

-Members of Montague and Capulet family meet in street and 
fight
-Romeo & Juliet meet at Capulet ball

Act 2

-Romeo and Juliet meet in ‘balcony scene’
-Romeo & Juliet get married

Act 3

-Mercutio killed by Tybalt; Romeo kills Tybalt and is banished
-Romeo spends the night with Juliet
-Capulet decides Juliet will marry Paris

Act 4 -Friar Lawrence gives Juliet a potion that will make her appear 
dead.
- Juliet’s family prepare for her funeral

Act 5 -Romeo learns of Juliet's death from his servant Balthasar
-Friar Laurence’s letter did not reach Romeo to tell him that 
Juliet is not dead.
-Romeo kills himself in Juliet’s tomb and when Juliet wakes up 
and sees him dead she stabs herself.
-The feud is ended.

Imagery and symbolism

Light
and 
dark

Romeo compares Juliet to light throughout .Romeo is also compared with a 
light that illuminates the darkness. Their light shines most brightly in the 
dark. Like their love, darkness is associated with mystery, emotion, 
and imagination

Walls
Juliet is placed physically out of reach of Romeo in a home built by, and 
representative of, her family and her status. Walls are figurative and literal; 
the two families have built walls of hatred that restrict their children

Name Your name (patronymic) was a symbol of your status and position in society

Night 
and 
day

Night-time represents a time when a person can let go of their inhibitions. The night 
provides privacy and place away from the public's prying eyes, where Romeo and Juliet's 
love can blossom.

Poiso
n/plag
ue

While poison has a literal purpose in the play, it's also a symbol. The 
poison symbolizes the Capulet and Montague feud. It is also hinted that 
money/wealth is something that poisons the society; it is ‘worse poison to 
men’s souls’. Capulet wants Juliet to marry because of Paris’s wealth and 
status.

Context
•Play is set in Verona, Italy

•Patriarchal society where men had all the power and much less freedom 

to decide who they married.

•Aristocratic families usually arranged marriages for their children in order 

to have more power and wealth. Children had little say in who they 

married.

•Written during the Elizabethan era where violence and rioting occurred in 

the streets. The state were trying to limit feuds and personal revenge as it 

was dangerous to society and against the justice system that was beginning 

to be established.

•Family name was the most important way you were identified; it was the 

identity you were born with.

•Vast majority of people held Christian beliefs

•Marked a change from Shakespeare’s previous plays in that it is more 

concerned with ordinary and less to do with royalty and mighty heroes

•Shakespeare’s source for this was a long poem by Arthur Brook but 

significantly, Shakespeare changed the angle of approach to the two young 

lovers as in Brook’s story the blame is very much put on them for 

disobeying their parents. Shakespeare, I think, does not do this.



Exam information:

Time: 1 hour

Part A: Question based on an extract from the play. (20 marks)

Part B: Question on how a theme or character is presented  in 

entire play (must include context) (20 marks)

Part A: language and structure

What to look out for: beginning and end of extract (is there a 
change?)/repetition of words, question marks/short dialogue
exchanges/caesura/enjambment/imagery/simile/metaphor/juxtaposi
tion.

‘Stony limits cannot hold love out’ K
ey quotes

‘The quarrel is between our masters and us their men’

‘Three civil broils bred of an airy word’

‘Younger than she are happy mothers made’

‘’I hate hell, all Montagues, and thee’

‘’O she doth teach the torches to burn bright’
‘Is she a Capulet?’

‘Deny thy father and refuse thy name…/And I’ll no longer be a Capulet’

‘The orchard walls are high and hard to climb’
‘Fain would I dwell on form, fain, fain, deny/What I have 
spoke: but farewell compliment’

‘O Romeo Romeo wherefore thou art Romeo?’

‘A plague on both your houses’

‘Come night, come Romeo, come thou day in night’
‘There is no world without Verona’s walls’

‘Tybalt the reason that I love thee/Doth much excuse the appertaining 
rage/To such a greeting’

‘O sweet Juliet/Thy love has made me effeminate’
‘Some word there was, worser than Tybalt’s death,/That murdered me’
‘It was the nightingale, and not the lark/That pierced the fearful hollow 
of thin ear’
‘’Villain and he be many miles asunder’

‘get thee to church o’Thursday,/Or never after look me in the face’

‘There’s thy gold, worse poison to men’s souls’
‘For never was a story of more more than that of Juliet and her Romeo’

Key themes and concepts:
Identity Power of names to express identity is a major concern in the play. All

characters in the play are identified with the house they belong to.
Significantly, lovers meet when they are masked and so this provides
them with alternative identities not weighed down by emotional
baggage of family.

Family In an era where your last name (patronymic) defined who you were and how you 
behaved, breaking away from that identity was seen as a remarkably radical thing to 
do. R & J assert their individuality by breaking away from this tradition and embrace 
an identity that is not based on what family you were born into. They look to create 
a world where you are not defined by your second name but your first (Romeo and 
Juliet not Capulet and Montague).

Patriarchy Shakespeare subverts the traditional view that women in the Elizabethan era were 
meant to be modest and chaste as Juliet is the one who expresses a desire for a 
sexual relationship with Romeo and she is also the one suggests that they throw off 
their familial identity. The play ends by saying there ‘never was a story of more 
woe/Than this of Juliet and her Romeo’. Shakespeare places Juliet’s name first in 
last line of the play and reverses the dominant idea of male ownership; he is ‘her’ 
Romeo.

Love Ultimately what the play shows is that love can triumph over hate, even briefly. 
Romeo & Juliet’s only crime was to seek a life of love that didn’t embrace hate. 
Romeo says that ‘love’s light wings’ allowed him to ‘o’erperch’ the walls of the 
Capulet mansion (a symbol for hate and division)

Violence It was a much more violent era than our own but Shakespeare suggests that violence 
will not solve anything. What R & J try and do is put a stop to the violence.

Reven
ge

Revenge in the play is seen as damaging to social order and could lead to many 
deaths. Revenge is a cycle that is seen to destroy individuals and society unless the 
cycle is stopped.

Reciprocit
y

Romeo and Juliet strive for love that is not one-sided (like Romeo’s love for 
Rosaline) and based on equality. Their love is not ruined by the urge to dominate.

Foreshado
wing/prole
psis

The end of the play is referenced from the very beginning and the characters make 
numerous references to how the play will end. Creates dramatic irony.

Rebellion Both protagonists rebel against a life that they have inherited, a life that has been pre-
scripted for them. They rebel to love’s side

Individual 
versus 
society

Because of their forbidden love, Romeo and Juliet are forced into conflict with the 
social world around them: family, friends, political authority, and even religion.

Fate Are the lovers victims of fate and is their love doomed from the beginning is a 
question that the play asks but does not answer. If fate is to blame then does that 
mean nobody is at fault? Romeo and Juliet’s fate was to hate but they rebel against 
this way of seeing things. However, Shakespeare’s audience would have believed in 
fate to some extent.


