
GCSE RS – Knowledge Organiser Muslim Beliefs and Teachings: 

Lessons  Core knowledge and Key Teachings  Key Words 

1.1 The 

Oneness 

of God 

and the 

supremacy 

of God’s 

will 

 

 
 

Muslims believe Islam was revealed to humanity through various prophets over many 

centuries.  It was first revealed to Adam, the first man.  The final and most complete 

revelation was made to Muhammad in the 7th century. 

 

One of the most important beliefs in Islam is Tawhid: the belief that there is only one 

God.  Islam is a monotheistic religion and the Arabic word for God, means ‘the God’, or ‘the 

one and only God’.  This belief is expressed in the Qur’an: ‘Say, ‘He is God the One, God 

the eternal.  He begot no one nor was He begotten.  No one is comparable to Him.’ 

(Qur’an 112: 1-4) 

 

This belief is repeated daily in the Shahadah: ‘There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is 

his prophet.’ 

 

For Muslims, nothing takes place unless God allows it to happen.  Whether good or bad, 

when something happens, it is God’s will and God must have a good reason for letting it 

happen.  For Sunni Muslims, the supremacy of God’s will is an article of faith.  ‘Misfortunes 

can only happen with God’s permission.’ (Qur’an 64:11) 

Muslim: One who has 

submitted to the will of 

God and has accepted 

Islam 

Islam: Religion followed 

by Muslims / surrender to 

will of God / peace 

Allah: Arabic name for 

God 

Tawhid: The Oneness and 

unity of God 

Monotheistic: Religion 

that believes in only one 

God 

Supremacy: Supreme 

power or authority; a 

quality of God 

1.2 Key 

beliefs of 

Sunni and 

Shi’a 

Islam 

 

 

 

Sunni Islam accounts for approximately 80% of Muslims globally.  However, following a 

dispute after Muhammad’s death, about who should lead the Muslims, there are two 

prominent groups: Sunni and Shi’a.  There are some differences in beliefs. 

 

The six articles of faith in Sunni Islam: 

1. Tawhid 

2. Angels communicate God’s message to humans 

3. Authority of the Qur’an and other holy books 

4. Muhammad is the most important prophet 

5. The Day of Judgement is when humans will be judged and sent to heaven or hell 

6. The supremacy of God’s will 

 

The five roots of ‘Usul ad-Din in Shi’a Islam: 

1. Tawhid 

2. Prophethood - accepting Muhammad is the last prophet 

3. The justice of God (Adalat) 

4. The Imamate - accepting that the 12 Imams are the leaders of Islam and that they 

guard the truth of the religion without error (they are infallible). 

5. After death people will be resurrected to be judged by God. 

Qur’an: Holy book 

revealed to Muhammad by 

the angle Jibril; God’s 

final revelation to 

humankind 

Sunnah: Teachings and 

deeds of Muhammad 

Sunni: Muslims who 

believe Muhammad chose 

Abu Bakr to be his 

successor 

Shi’a: Muslims who 

believe in the Imamate, 

the successorship of Ali 



1.3 The 

nature of 

God 

 

 

 

  

Muslims believe that God is so great, he is beyond human understanding.  Their belief is 

expressed in the phrase: ‘Allahu Akbar’, which means ‘God is the greatest’. 

 

There are 99 names of God in the Qu’ran and Hadith (Muhammad’s sayings), which can help 

Muslims to understand something of God’s nature.  Muslims use prayer beads to help them 

recite these names.  ‘The Most Excellent Names belong to God: use them to call on 

Him.’ (Qur’an 7: 180) 

 

God is omnipotent - he is the creator and sustainer of all things.  He is also omniscient 

about his creation, including human actions and thoughts.  ‘He is with you wherever you 

are.’ (Qur’an 57: 4) 

 

God is both immanent and transcendent.  This is possible because God is creator, he is not 

limited by the physical word and exists beyond it, yet is also within all things and 

compassionate towards people.  ‘He is in charge of all things’ (Qur’an 6: 102) 

 

God is merciful and understands human suffering.  He cares for people and forgives them 

if they are truly sorry for what they have done wrong.   

 

God’s beneficence is seen in his gift to humans of life on earth. 

Immanent: God is 

present and involved with 

life on earth 

Transcendent: God is 

beyond and outside life on 

earth 

Omnipotent: All-powerful 

Omniscient: All-knowing 

Beneficent: All-loving and 

good 

Merciful: Forgiving 

despite having the power 

to punish 

Fairness: God treat’s 

people fairly 

Justice (Adalat in Shi’a 

Islam): God is just and 

judges actions to reward 

the good and punish the 

bad 

1.4 

Angels 

 

 

 

 

Angels bring the word of God to the prophets or messengers of God.  Angels are part of 

an unseen world, supernatural beings created by God from light.  ‘Praise be to God, 

Creator of the heavens and the earth, who made angels messengers with two, three, 

four wings.’ (Qur’an 35: 1) 

 

Role of Angels: Receive God’s word directly and pass on to prophets (e.g. reciting the 

Qur’an).  Angels are pure and sinless, they have no free will.  Angels are involved in the 

lives of humans from conception until death.  ‘Each person has angels before him, 

watching over him by God’s command.’ (Qur’an 13:11) 

 

Jibril: Appeared to Muhammad throughout his life.  When Muhammad was 40, Jibril 

returned to him in a blaze of light when he was meditating at Mount Hira.  He told 

Muhammad what God wanted him to do and inspired him with the revelations of the Qur’an. 

He brought spiritual nourishment through God’s words in the Qur’an. 

 

Mika’il: Mika’il is the angel of mercy.  He rewards the righteous people for the good they 

do during their lives on earth.  Mika’il is responsible for rain, thunder and lightning.  He 

nourishes the earth and human life through rain. 

Angels: Spiritual beings 

believed to act as 

messengers of God 

Jibril: Arabic name for 

Gabriel, who brought 

God’s message to 

prophets, particularly to 

Muhammad 

Mika’il: Arabic name for 

Michael, who rewards 

good deeds and provides 

nourishment to humans  



1.5 

Predestin

ation 

 

 

 

There are different ideas about predestination in Islam.  These are some of the most 

popular ideas. 

 

Sunni: God has already determined everything that will happen in the universe.  Everything 

that will happen is written in a ‘book of decrees’.  God creates all things, including the 

actions of his creature, so they must act according to his will.  ‘Only what God has 

decreed will happen to us.’ (Qur’an 9:51) This links to belief in the supremacy of God’s 

will and to God’s omnipotence and omniscience.   

 

Shi’a: God ‘knows’ everything that is going to happen, but he doesn’t ‘decide’ what is going 

to happen.  People have free will so make their own choices.  An example to explain: a 

mother has a bowl of spinach and a bowl of ice-cream.  They ‘know’ which their 3 year old 

child will choose, but the child ‘decides’ for themself.   

Predestination: Idea that 

God knows or determines 

everything that will 

happen in the universe 

1.6 Life 

after 

death 

 

 

Death is not the end but the start of a new stage of life called Akhirah.  After death a 

person still has a conscious existence and enter a state of waiting called ‘barzakh’, which 

means ‘a barrier’.  Noone can cross the barrier to amend things they have done wrong or 

warn the living.  They wait for the Day of Judgement.  God sends two angels to question 

them about their faith. 

 

On the Day of Judgement the angel Israfil will blow a trumpet to announce that the world 

will be destroyed.  Everyone who has ever lived will be resurrected and judged by God. 

The good will go to heaven (Jannah) and the bad to hell (Jahannam). 

 

Heaven: is a garden of happiness and a reward for faith and good deeds.  ‘a reward for 

what they used to do’ (Quran 56: 24). 

 

Hell: is a place of fire and great torment.  It is punishment for those who reject God or 

do evil.  ‘They will dwell amid scorching wind and scalding water’ (Qur’an 56:42). 

Akhirah: Everlasting life 

after death 

Resurrection: Rising from 

the dead or returning to 

life 

Heaven: state of eternal 

happiness in the presence 

of God; also called 

paradise 

Hell: State of total 

separation from God 

 

 

 


