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A: Critical analysis 
Introduction 
 Title of the artwork/product 
 Name of the artist/designer 
 Date the work was made 
Pictures  
Add 3-4 pictures of the artist/designer’s work.  
Explain  
Explain why you have chosen this artist/designer 
for your research  
Analyse their work  
 What do you like about their work? What      

inspired you? 
 What techniques or processes did they use? 

How can you replicate this? 
 What materials did they use? How could you 

use this in your own work? 
 What was their original theme or inspiration? 

How can you now gather primary evidence to 
supplement, extend and enhance your work? 

 What techniques could you use to replicate 
their work? 

Evaluate your own work (your response) 
 What did your do? (techniques and processes) 
 Why did you do it? (relationship to the theme, 

artist/designer, primary research) 
 How well did it work? 
 What would you do differently next time? 
 How would you take it forward? (development/

refinement into a final outcome) 
 How well did your response work out and what 

could you do next time to improve and develop 
this response/your final outcome?  

B: Formal elements 
In 3D design, meanings, ideas and intentions can be  communicated through visual and tactile language 
using the formal elements such as: colour, line, form, tone, texture, space, proportion, decoration, scale, 
structure, shape and pattern. Some of these are explained in more detail below. 

Formal  
element 

Description Example 

line 

A line is a mark that is longer than it is 
wide. A line can be straight or curved. It 
can be horizontal, vertical or diagonal, 
and can change direction. 

 

form 

Form is a three dimensional shape. It 
may be a regular shape, such as a cube 
or pyramid, or an irregular, organic 
shape. 

 

tone 
The tone of something refers to how 
light or dark it is. 

 

texture 

Texture refers to the surface quality of 
something, and the way it feels. Lines, 
shapes, colours or tones can be used to 
create an illusion of texture. 

 

space 

Space is the area around or between 
objects. Space includes the background, 
foreground, and middle ground. A 
space can be negative or positive. 

 

shape 
A shape is flat, and created by a closed 
line. 

 

pattern 

A pattern uses a repeated design or a 
motif, created using line, shape, or 
tone. The design can be simple or  
complex. 
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C: Formal elements: Colour 
There are 3 primary colours:  
 red 
 yellow  
 blue 
 
Mixing two primary colours together creates a  
secondary colour. 
 red + yellow =orange 
 yellow + blue = green 
 blue +red = purple 
 
Tertiary colours are created by mixing a primary 
colour and a secondary colour together. 
 
Black, white and grey are neutral colours. 

D: Tools and equipment 

Name  Picture  What it is used for Name  Picture  What it is used for 

Heat 
press 

 Used to  
permanently apply 
an image to a  
surface using heat 

Blow 
torch 

 Used to melt the 
pewter until it is 
liquid and ready 
for casting 

Press vice 

 Enables work pieces 
to be held firmly in 
position while  
working on them 

Metal 
vice 

 Attached to the 
workbench and 
used when cutting 
or filing metal 

Visor 

 Used to protect the 
eyes and face  
during hazardous 
activities 

Needle 
files 

 Small tools used 
for shaping, 
smoothing and 
finishing materials 

Heat 
proof 
gloves 

 Used to protect the 
hands against burns Junior 

hacksaw 

 Used to cut small 
pieces of wood, 
metal or plastic 

ladle 
 Used to hold pewter 

when melting and 
pouring for casting 

Stand 
drill 

 A small drill used 
for making holes 
in materials 

 

 

 

 

 

 

E: Keywords 
 Primary research: any type of research that you collect yourself. e.g. photographs, observations,     

experimentation 
 Casting: the pouring of a liquid material into a mould to make a product e.g. pewter casting. 
 Scaling: to alter the size of an object to make it either bigger or smaller. Scale is the size of one object 

in relation to the other objects in a design or artwork. 
 Rotation: a circular movement of an object around a centre of rotation.  
 Distortion: any change made by an artist or designer to the size, shape or visual character of a form to 

express an idea, convey a feeling or enhance visual impact.  
 Dye sublimation: a computer printing technique which uses heat to transfer dye onto materials such 

as a plastic, card, paper, or fabric.  
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Possible questions to help support your learning  

Section A:  
Critical analysis 
 

1. Explain how you should begin a critical analysis task.  
2. How many pictures of the artist/designer’s work should you include? 
3. What should you include in your analysis of the artist/designer’s work? 
4. When would you evaluate your response to the artist/designer’s work? 
5. What should you include in your response to the artist/designer’s work? 

Section B:  
Formal elements 

1. Name three formal elements.  
2. Which formal element can be negative or positive? 
3. What is the definition of a shape? 
4. Which formal element refers to how light or dark something is? 
5. Which formal element uses a repeated design or a motif, created using 

line, shape, or tone. 

Section C:  
Formal elements:  
Colour 
  

1. Name the primary colours. 
2. Name the secondary colours and  the colours which combine to make 

them. 
3. How is a tertiary colour made? 
4. Where on the colour wheel are complementary colours? 
5. Black, white and grey are described as ___________ colours. 

Section D:  
Tools and equipment 
 

1. Which two items of safety equipment should you wear when pewter 
casting? 

2. Name the equipment used to permanently apply an image to a surface 
using heat 

3. What is a junior hacksaw used for? 
4. When might you use a blow torch in school? 
5. What is a stand drill? 

Section E: 
Keywords 

1. Explain the meaning of the term casting and give an example. 
2. What is a dye sublimation?  
3. Where might dye sublimation be used? 
4. Explain the meaning of the term distortion. 
5. What is scaling in a design or artwork? 

Revision Checklist  

I understand how to evaluate my response to 
the work of an artist/designer 

 

I can describe the formal elements in 3D  
design 

 

I can name the primary and secondary  
colours 

 

I can name and draw the tools   

I know what to include in the critical analysis 
of an artist/designer’s work 

 

I understand how to analyse the work of an 
artist/designer 

 

I know what the tools are used for   

I can explain the definitions of the keywords  

I can name the formal elements in 3D design  

I can explain how tertiary colours are made  

I understand the term complementary  
colours 

 


