
  

 

History – Holocaust – Y9 Term 3 

Week 1: Anti-Semitism before 1930 
- Anti-Semitism means prejudice and discrimination against Jews as 
individuals or a group. 
- Middle Ages: Jews were persecuted by Christians because of religious 
prejudice (especially during the Crusades) and economic jealousies. 
- Middle Ages: kings often expelled Jews from their country, eg England 
in 1290, France in 1394, and Spain in 1492. 
- 19th and early 20th centuries: ideas about racial hierarchy meant that 
Jews were seen as inferior by some in Europe, eg 60,000 Jewish people 
murdered in Ukraine between 1917 and 1921. 
- Before WWII, about 10% of Poland’s population was Jewish and about 
1.2% of Germany’s population. 

Week 2: How did the Holocaust come about?  
- People persecuted in the Holocaust included: disabled people, Romani 
people, homosexuals, Jehovah’s Witnesses, political opponents, and 
Slavic people. 5 million of these people were killed in the Holocaust. 
- 6.6 million Jewish people were killed in the Holocaust. 
-  Hitler came to power in January 1933 and immediately began to 
discriminate against Jews, organising book burnings and boycotts of 
Jewish shops. 
- In 1935, the Nuremberg Laws took away Jews’ citizenship in Germany. 
- 9th Nov 1938: ‘Kristallnacht’ was a night when Jewish shops and 
homes were attacked and destroyed. 
- 1939-1945: Jewish people were imprisoned in camps and murdered. 

Week 3: Events of the Holocaust  

- Jewish people were forced to live in overcrowded ghettoes, with 

terrible conditions, lots of disease, lack of food etc. eg in Warsaw/Lodz. 

- Einsatzgruppen: groups of German soldiers who hunted for Jewish 

people in Europe and murdered them. They killed 2 million people. 

- ‘Final Solution’: January 1942 – leading Nazis planned to round up all 

Jewish people in Europe and send them to death camps where they 

were killed using industrial methods, mostly with Zyklon B gas. 

- Concentration camps included Dachau and Bergen Belsen (where 

Anne Frank died). Death camps included Auschwitz and Sobibor. 

Week 4: Who resisted the Holocaust? 

- Some Jewish people hid together and lived in the wild, eg several 

hundred people in Ponary Forest in Lithuania. However, they were 

eventually caught and killed. 

- There was armed Jewish resistance in over 100 ghettoes. 

- Irena Sendler: a Polish social worker who saved over 2,500 Jewish 

children by smuggling them out of the ghetto with false identities. 

- Mordechai Anielewicz: Jewish man who led the ZOB (Jewish Combat 

Organisation) in Poland, which attacked guards at Treblinka camp in 

January 1943. He was caught and killed in May 1943. 

Week 5: How is the Holocaust remembered? 

- Nuremberg Trials held between November 1945 and October 1946 to 

put 24 leading Nazis on trial for the Holocaust. Most were executed. 

- Further trials took place about particular camps: the Majdanek trial 

went on for 30 years. 

- Geneva Convention (international rules about war) was updated in 

1949 to give greater protection to civilians in wartime. 

- Yad Vashem is Israel’s official memorial to victims of the Holocaust 

and has approximately 1 million visitors a year. 

- International Holocaust Remembrance Day is 27th January, when 

Auschwitz was liberated (freed) and was created by the UN. 

Week 6: Genocides since the Holocaust 

- Cambodia: 1.5-2 million (approximately 15-20% of the population) 

people were killed between 1975 and 1979 by Khmer Rouge, a group 

led by dictator Pol Pot. They attacked religious minorities, ethnic 

minorities and anybody who might rebel against the government. 

- Rwanda: 500,000-1 million people killed in April – July 1994. It was 

mostly an ethnic killing of Tutsi people, led by Hutu government 

leaders. It was ended by a volunteer Rwandan army attacking Hutus. 

- Bosnia: ethnic cleansing during the Bosnian War in 1992-5 – 

‘removal’ of a people rather than genocide but 100,000 Bosniaks killed 

and 2.7 million displaced. Biggest massacre was in Srebrenica in 1995. 



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for History – Holocaust – Y9 – Term 3 

Week 1 1. What does anti-Semitism mean? 

2. Give two reasons Jews were discriminated against by Christians in the Middle Ages. 

3. When were Jews expelled from England? 

4. When were 60,000 Jewish people killed in Ukraine? 

5. What percentage of Poland’s population was Jewish in 1930? 

Week 2 1. Name three groups other than Jewish people persecuted in the Holocaust. 

2. How many people were killed altogether in the Holocaust? 

3. Give two ways Hitler discriminated against Jews in 1933. 

4. What did the Nuremberg Laws do? 

5. What happened on ‘Kristallnacht’? 

Week 3 1. Name two cities which had ghettoes. 

2. What were the terrible conditions in the ghettoes? 

3. What were Einsatzgruppen? 

4. What was the ‘Final Solution’? 

5. What was Zyklon B? 

Week 4 1. How did some Jewish people resist the Holocaust in Lithuania? 

2. How many ghettoes saw armed Jewish resistance? 

3. How many children did Irena Sendler save? 

4. Where did Mordechai Anielewicz live? 

5. Which death camp did Anielewicz attack? 

Week 5 1. When were the Nuremberg Trials?  

2. How long did the Majdanek Trial take? 

3. What changed in the Geneva Convention in 1949? 

4. What is the name of Israel’s world memorial to victims of the Holocaust? 

5. Why is International Holocaust Remembrance Day on 27th January? 

Week 6 1. What percentage of Cambodia’s population was killed in the genocide? 

2. Who led the Khmer Rouge? 

3. Who ended the Rwandan genocide? 

4.  When did the ethnic cleansing in the Balkans take place? 

5. Where was the biggest massacre of the Bosnian genocide? 


