
  

 

History – French Revolution – Y8 Term 3 

Week 1: What was the American Revolution?  
 
- The American Revolution happened in 1776  
- The American rebelled against the British because wanted ‘no 
taxation without representation’  
- The new American constitution was based on the truths that; All men 
are created equal; and they all have the right to ‘Life, Liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness’. 
- Three ideas formed the basis of the revolution: 1. Liberty (Freedom), 2 
Equality, 3. Self-determination (ruling yourselves and choosing your 
future). 

Week 2: What was the American Revolution?  

- French society was split into 3 sections (classes):  

1st Estate = the Church [priests], 2nd Estate = the Nobility [rich, 

landowners] 3rd Estate = Everyone else [bourgeois, workers, peasants]  

- The priests made up 0.5% of the population, the nobility 1.5%, the 

bourgeois 8%, the city workers 5% and the peasants 85%  

- The 1st and 2nd Estate didn’t pay taxes. The 3rd Estate did.  

- France was an Absolute Monarchy which meant the King held all the 

power and made all the laws.  

- King Louis XVI (16th) and his wife Marie Antoinette believed in the 

‘Divine Rights of Kings’, that only God could question what they did. 

Week 3: Why did the French rebel?  

- Weak King: King did not take decisive action in financial crisis, spent 

too much time on personal interests and spent money extravagantly. 

- Unfair structure of society: tax was unfair. Even though 3rd Estate 

represented 98% of the population it had the same voting rights in 

Parliament as the 1st Estate (0.5%) and 2nd Estate (1.5%). 

- Economic situation: bread shortages: people didn’t have enough food 

to eat. France had large debts from war and extravagant King. 

- Ideas from America (liberty, equality and self-determination): French 

were encouraged by the success of the American Revolution. 

Week 4: What happened to the king? 

- Louis tried to escape France in June 1791. He only made it to 

Varennes, where he was arrested and brought back to Paris. 

- Louis was put on trial in 1793: he was allowed lawyers but no 

witnesses. 

- Louis faced 33 charges, many against the state of France - all 693 

deputies (politicians) voted to say he was guilty. 

- The vote for his punishment was close: 321 voted for prison or exile 

and 374 voted for death  

- Louis was executed on 21st January 1793 (by the guillotine). 

Week 5: Who was Napoleon? 

- Napoleon was born in Corsica, an island off the coast of France.  

- In 1784 Napoleon received a scholarship to study at a famous military 

school in Paris.  

- Napoleon was promoted quickly through the army because many of 

the older generals fled the Revolution of 1789. 

- In 1796/7 Napoleon had famous victories against the Austrians and 

the Italians  

- In 1799 he led a ‘coup’ (a takeover) of the French government, this is 

called ‘The Coup of 18 Brumaire’. 

- Napoleon was declared Emperor of France in May 1804. 

Week 6: Did Napoleon honour the Revolution? 

- Napoleon made himself Emperor and there were no longer elections. 

- Napoleon’s laws were known as the Code Napoleon. These laws are 

still the basis of French law today. 

- Napoleon controlled what the newspapers said and people were 

imprisoned if they spoke out against him.  

- Napoleon introduced new schools (lycées) which still exist today, but 

the purpose of education was obedience, service and military values. 

- Some gains of the revolution remained under Napoleon: education 

for everyone, any religion allowed, nobility abolished, feudalism 

abolished, all men could vote, everyone was equal in courts of law. 



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for History – French Revolution – Y8 – Term 3 

Week 1 1. When was the American Revolution? 

2. What was the slogan of the American rebels?  

3. What three ideas formed the basis of the American Revolution? 

4. What word describes ruling yourself and deciding your future? 

5. According to the US Constitution, what do all men have the right to? (Three things) 

Week 2 1. What were the names of the three sections of society France was split into? 

2. Which two groups did not pay tax? 

3. What percentage of the population were city workers and what percentage were peasants? 

4. What is an Absolute Monarchy? 

5. What were the names of the King and Queen of France in the late 18th Century? 

Week 3 1. Name two reasons the French rebelled in 1789. 

2. Give one way in which French society was structured unfairly. 

3. Why were there economic problems in France in 1789? 

4. How did the American Revolution influence France? 

5. Give one example of Louis XVI being a bad king.  

Week 4 1. Where did Louis get caught when he tried to escape France? 

2. What was Louis not allowed during his trial? 

3. How many charges did Louis face? 

4. What was a French member of Parliament (politician) called? 

5. When was Louis XVI executed? 

Week 5 1. Where was Napoleon from? 

2. Why was Napoleon able to get promoted through the army so quickly? 

3. Which countries did Napoleon have lots of success against? 

4. What happened in 1799? 

5. When did Napoleon declare himself Emperor? 

Week 6 1. What were Napoleon’s laws called? 

2. What did Napoleon do with newspapers? 

3. What was the purpose of education under Napoleon? 

4. Name three gains of the Revolution that happened under Napoleon. 

5.  Give two ways the French Revolution is still reflected in today’s society.  


