
Year 8 - Knowledge Organiser – The Gothic

Definition of ‘Gothic’ writing: “Tales of the macabre, fantastic, and supernatural, usually set amid haunted castles, graveyards, ruins, and wild picturesque landscapes.”

Typical genre features: Typical characters: Typical settings:

1. Death and darkness 1. Mysterious characters with high social status e.g. 
Princes, counts 

1. Wild landscapes

2. Supernatural (magic, ghosts, vampires, 
curses)

2. Female or feminine characters that are threatened 
by powerful men

2. Medieval style castles, churches or abbeys

3. Curses or prophecies 3. Threatening women who are monsters or vampires 3. Gloomy, decayed and ruined environments 

4. Madness and intense emotions/paranoia 4. Powerful, tyrannical male figures 4. Remote, uninhabited places (older gothic) or 
monsters intermingling in every day life (newer 
gothic)

5.  Mystery, terror and suspense 5. Villains, vampires, ghosts, werewolves, giants 5. Volatile and threatening weather (symbolism)

Social and Historical Context Values and ideas held by gothic writers

• The term ‘gothic’ comes from the Germanic tribe ‘the Goths’, who played a part in the fall of the Roman 
Empire. The Goths are sometimes called barbarians. They destroyed a lot of Roman architecture in around 
third century and replaced it with buildings in the gothic style.

• Medieval Europe (Century 3-14) is sometimes referred to as the ‘Dark Ages’ (although this can be 
contested for a number of reasons.) Some believe that people lived in fear due to superstition and 
ignorance and that not much learning took place in this time. Castles with gargoyles were built to ward off 
evil spirits, this architecture is known as ‘gothic’ e.g. Notre Dame.

• Figures from The Age of Enlightenment (C18-19) believed that scientific progress was the only way to 
advance society, and great discoveries were made in this time. They tried to rid Europe of superstition and 
ignorance through promoting reason and logic.

• A group of poets, artists and thinkers called the Romantics challenged this because they believed that not 
everything can be explained by science, and too much reason rids the world of beauty and mystery.

• The gothic genre first emerged from the Romantic movement. It used art and ideas from the Dark Ages, 
wild emotion and nature to contrast modern ideas about science and logic.

• Gothic writing transformed into the format of the extremely popular Victorian ghost story.
• Today, we use the term ‘gothic’ widely to describe art, style, clothing, music and film (e.g. Tim Burton 

films).  The style and genre is very much still alive.

• Gothic writers are preoccupied with the supernatural 
because they believe that not everything has a scientific 
explanation. 

• They believed that nature is ‘sublime’: it has the power 
to simultaneously inspire awe and terror in people.

• They challenged society’s expectations about 
conformity and emotion. To show wild emotion was 
seen as inappropriate, but not to the gothic writers, who 
often depicted passion and rage.

• They explored the role of the female characters: often in 
gothic texts, there are powerful female roles, which 
contrasted the contemporary society. 

• They were very interested in the psychological 
exploration of characters, particularly in relation to 
themes of madness. 

• Big question: why is a genre that is so frightening so 
popular?

Notable Gothic texts (in chronological order)

The Castle of 
Otranto –
Horace 
Walpole, 
1765 

Vathek –
William 
Beckford, 
1786

Frankenstei
n – Mary 
Shelley, 
1818

The Hunchback 
of Notre Dame 
– Victor Hugo, 
1831

The Raven –
Edgar Allen 
Poe, 1845

Wuthering 
Heights –
Emily 
Bronte, 1847

The Strange Case 
of Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde – R.L. 
Stevenson, 1887

The Picture of 
Dorian Gray, 
Oscar Wilde, 
1890

Dracula –
Bram 
Stoker, 
1897

Rebecca –
Du Maurier, 
1931

The Woman 
in Black –
Susan Hill, 
1983

The 
Graveyward
Book, Neil 
Gaiman
2008

Key techniques and Defintions

Narrative voice -The 
perspective the story is 
told from.

Semantic field-Words 
grouped together on a 
specific subject

Sibilance- Repetition of 
the "s" "sh" sounds in a 
series of words.

Assonance- The 
repetition of similar 
vowel sounds 

Pathetic fallacy- The 
tone/mood/atmosphere 
that is created through 
descriptions of nature 
or the weather.

Alliteration-Repetition 
of a series of consonant 
or vowel SOUNDS at the 
beginning of
words.

Contrast- an obvious 
difference between two 
or more things:

Figurative-words and 
phrases used not with 
their basic meaning but 
with a more imaginative 
meaning, in order to 
create a special effect:

Imagery- A way of 
describing something 
symbolically, using 
words to create a 
picture in
the reader's 
imagination.

Juxtaposition-
Contrasting ideas 
brought together within 
a text. This act 
compares and
contrasts the two 
elements and can show 
irony, humour or 
sadness.

Verb- Doing/ action 
word, e.g. to look, to 
think, to run.

Personification
Giving something 
inhuman, human 
qualities

Adjective- Describing 
words which describe 
the noun.

Symbolism
Often objects, colours, 

sounds and places work 
as symbols. They can 
sometimes give us a 
good insight into the 
themes. 



Year 8 - Knowledge Organiser – Dracula (Playscript)

Definition of ‘Gothic’ writing: “Tales of the macabre, fantastic, and supernatural, usually set amid haunted castles, graveyards, ruins, and 
wild picturesque landscapes.”

Plot Themes Settings

Act 1: 

Act 2:

Act 3:    

Supernatural- “when the clock strikes 
midnight, all the evil things in the 
world will have full sway” 
Gothic- The castle is a veritable 
prison, and I am a prisoner!
Fear- “I am all in a sea of wonders. I 
doubt; I fear; I think strange things, 
which I dare not confess to my own 
soul.”
Evil- The nosferatu do not die like the 
bee when he sting once. He is only 
stronger; and being stronger, have 
yet more power to work evil.

• Transylvania 
• England 
• The Westenra 

house 
• Whitby
• The shipwreck
• Castle Dracula 
• Budapest 

Social and Historical Context Form: A Play

Context: 
• Bram Stoker was born in Dublin, Ireland, in 1847.
• Vampire legends have been a part of popular folklore in many parts of the 

world since ancient times. Throughout the Middle Ages and even into the 
modern era, reports of corpses rising from the dead with supernatural 
powers achieved widespread credence. The Dracula family is based on a real
fifteenth-century family. Its most famous member Vlad the Impaler, was a 
brilliant and notoriously savage general who impaled his enemies on long 
spikes.

• Stoker uses conventions of Gothic fiction, a genre that was extremely 
popular in the early nineteenth century. Gothic fiction traditionally includes 
elements such as gloomy castles, sublime landscapes, and innocent 
maidens threatened by ineffable evil. 

• Stoker modernizes this tradition in his novel, however, moving from the 
conventional setting of Dracula’s ruined castle into the bustle of modern 
England.

• All the characters names are in capital letters, to make 
them clear. 

• All stage directions are in brackets and italics, these tell us 
how the characters move, act or behave. 

• When an ellipsis is used (…) you must allow that break in 
the speech. 

• Use punctuation correctly when reading. If there is a 
question mark (?), read it in a questionable tone

Key Characters

Count Dracula
Sinister, lonely and 
powerful

a Transylvanian aristocrat. He is a 
vampire, or Nosferatu- ‘"tall old man, 
clean shaven, save for a long white 
moustache and clad in black from head 
to foot, without a single speck of colour 
about him anywhere." 

Jonathan Harker
Loyal, determined and 
courageous

a young lawyer to travels to meet Dracula 
in Transylvania- ‘''When I found that I 
was a prisoner a sort of wild feeling 
came over me.'' 

Mina Murray (later 
Harker)
Intelligent, submissive 
and attractive

The fiancé of Johnathan, she is attacked 
by Dracula. 
“You are nearest and dearest and all the 
world to me. Our souls are knit into one, 
for all life and all time.”

Lucy Westenra –
Beautiful, innocent and 
pure

Mina’s friend who is attacked by Dracula 
and turned into a vampire. 
“I suppose that we women are such 

cowards that we think a man will save 
us from fears, and we marry him.”

Dr. John Seward-
Warm, compassionate 
and loving 

A young doctor who works at the local 
asylum. “No man knows till he 
experiences it, what it is like to feel his 
own life-blood drawn away into the 
woman he loves.”

Quincey Morris well-
mannered, polite, 
educated brave and 
honest

An American who proposes to Lucy
'When I see the box I shall open it and 
destroy the monster…”

Arthur Holmwood
Aristocrat, emotional

One of the men who proposes to Lucy-
“No one but a woman can help a man 
when he is in trouble of the heart.” 

Renfield
Insane, loyal and 
disturbing

A patient from the asylum and a loyal 
servant of Count Dracula- "I am here to 
do Your bidding, Master. I am Your 
slave, and You will reward me."


