
Week 4: Norman castles 

- Castles were built to intimidate the Saxons and show Norman power. 

-Motte and bailey castles were made of wood and could be built very quickly. 

A weakness of these castles is that they were likely to rot or burn. 

- Later on, William started to replace the motte and bailey castles with stone 

keep castles. These did not rot or catch fire easily, but they were expensive 

and took a long time to build. 

-The first stone tower was built in 1070; this was the Tower of London  

-Between 1070 and 1087 85 more stone castles were built. 

 

  

 

The Norman Conquest – Y7 Term 3 

Week 1: 1066 claims to the throne 
- Edward the Confessor died childless in January 1066, leaving no clear heir 
to the throne. Four men claimed they had a right to be king.     
- Harold Godwinson was married to Edward’s sister. He was the Earl of 
Wessex and the most powerful man in England after Edward’s death. 
Edward promised him the throne on his deathbed. 
- William of Normandy was a cousin of Edward’s. William claimed that 
Edward had promised him the throne in 1051. He was the leader of 
Normandy and an experienced military commander. 
- Harald Hardrada was a famous Viking warrior and the King of Norway. 
Hardrada believed that the Vikings had a right to the throne. 
-Edgar Atheling was the great-nephew of Edward, but he was only a 
teenager and was considered too weak to be king.  

 

 

 

Week 2: Events of the Battle of Hastings 

- Harold Godwinson led his army to fight Harald Hardrada in the North. They 

marched for four days and beat Hardrada at Stamford Bridge. 

-William landed in the South of England on 28th September. Harold marched 

back to fight him with an exhausted army.  

-On 14th October 1066. Harold’s men formed a shield wall on the top of 

Senlac Hill. The Normans couldn’t break through. 

-The Norman cavalry carried out a fake retreat. Harold’s men chased after 

them, creating gaps in the shield wall and allowing the Norman cavalry to 

attack. 

-The Norman archers started to shoot arrows into the air above the Saxons 

and Harold was hit and killed around 5pm.  

 

 

 

 

Week 3: Why did William win?  

- Luck: The winds delayed William’s invasion. When he invaded Harold was 

fighting in the North and had to rush back, leaving his men exhausted.  

- William’s strengths: William used the fake retreat to break Harold’s shield 

wall. This was a tactic that his armies had used before in Normandy. He 

fought on horseback so he could command his army. 

- Harold’s weaknesses: Harold rushed to fight William instead of resting his 

men; this meant that his men were tired when the battle began. Harold 

fought on foot, which made it hard for him to communicate with his men.  

 

 

Week 5: How did William maintain control? 

- 1069-70 William ordered villages in the North to be destroyed and people to 

be killed. Herds of animals and crops were burnt. The population reduced by 

75%. This was called the Harrying of the North.  

- The feudal system was a way of organising society into different groups 

based on their roles. It had the king at the top with all of the control, and the 

peasants at the bottom doing all of the work. 

- The Domesday Book was created in 1085-86. It contained records or what 

each person owned so that William could work out the tax he could take. 

Week 6: Life under the Normans  

- William encouraged Normans and Anglo-Saxons to marry. Women who had 

inherited land as their husbands or fathers had been killed at the Battle of 

Hastings were only allowed to keep it if they married a Norman. 

-Anglo-Saxon nobles were replaced by Normans. 

-William reorganised the church in England. He brought men from France to 

be bishops and abbots. Great cathedrals and huge monasteries were built. 

-Trade between England and Europe increased. 

-Norman-French and Anglo-Saxon words make up the English language we use 

today. For example, royal, law and pork come from Norman-French words, 

but king, rules and pig come from Saxon ones. 



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for History – Norman Conquest – Y7 – Term 3 

Week 1 1. When did Edward the Confessor die (month and year)?  

2. What position did Harold Godwinson hold in England before Edward’s death?  

3. Why did William of Normandy believe that he had a claim to the throne?  

4. What country was Harald Hardrada king of? 

5. Why was Edgar Atheling considered too weak to be king? 

Week 2 1. Who did Harold defeat at Stamford Bridge? 

2. When did William land in England? 

3. Where did Harold’s men form their shield wall? 

4. How did the Norman cavalry break the shield wall? 

5. How did Harold die? 

Week 3 1. What delayed William’s invasion? 

2. Why was this delay bad for Harold?  

3. Give one example of William’s good tactics. 

4. How did William lead his army?  

5. Why was fighting on foot a disadvantage for Harold? 

Week 4 1.  What was the Harrying of North?  

2. When was the Harrying of the North? 

3.  How much was the population reduced by after the Harrying of the North?  

4.  What was the feudal system?  

5. Who was at the bottom of the feudal system? 

Week 5 1. Why did William build castles? 

2. Give one strength and one weakness of a motte and bailey castle. 

3.  Give one strength and one weakness of a stone keep castle.  

4. What is the name of the first stone keep castle that William built in 1070? 

5. How many additional castles were built between 1070 and 1087?  

Week 6 1. What law did William introduce to encourage Normans and Anglo-Saxons to marry? 

2. What did William build to show the importance of religion in England? 

3. What happened to trade between England and Europe after the Norman Conquest? 

4. Give two examples of words we use today that come from Norman-French words. 

5. Give two examples of words we use today that come from Anglo-Saxon words.  


