
Section A: Impact of the Wall Street Crash on Germany  

 

 

 

Section B: Fear of Communism 
After the Wall Street Crash, many Germans lost trust in the government and began to look for other parties to rule. 
Many working class people voted for the Communists (KPD) because they promised equality. This frightened the middle 
class and rich people. 
- Communists blamed big business for problems, wanted to share all wealth equally and have the state own and control 
everything. They wanted to get rid of the Church and people were scared of them: middle-class, big business, Christians. 
- The Communists fought street battles and attacked political meetings all over Germany. 
- The Nazis were seen as the only ones who could fight this threat using the SA, who looked strong and disciplined. 
- The Nazis used propaganda (newspapers, posters, radio, speeches) to attack the Communists and tell people that only 
the Nazis could save Germany from the Communists. 

Section C: Hitler’s Leadership and Strategies 
- Hitler was a brilliant speaker and strong leader. 
- Hitler travelled on a plane so could visit lots of different cities very quickly.   
- Hitler made different promises to appeal to all groups, eg anti-communism for middle classes, nationalism for the army 
veterans, promising jobs for unemployed etc. Twenty Five Point programme was Nazis’ manifesto of ideas/promises. 
 

Section D: Use of Propaganda 
- Goebbels  was Head of Enlightenment and propaganda. 
- Propaganda, speeches and rallies targeted a wide range of groups. 
- By 1930s Nazis owned 120 newspapers. Nazis used radio to spreadtheir message. 
- Röhm was successful leader of SA and membership rose to 170,000 in 1931. 
- SA provided protection for Nazi meetings & broke up those of their opponents, particularly Communists. Many 

fights occurred between the SA and the Red Front (Communist militia). 
See posters on right: Nazi election poster, 1930 - snake represents Treaty of Versailles, unemployment, war, 
Communism, inflation, Jewish money-lending and terror; work and bread poster used in the 1932 election. 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Key word Definition  

Aryan The ‘pure’ German race, not 
a Jew 

Centre Party (ZP)  A Catholic moderate 
political party 

Chancellor Leader of the Reichstag, like 
a Prime Minister 

Communist Party 
(KPD) 

German Communist party 
(believing in equality, eg no 
private property) 

DAP (Deutsche 
Arbeiterpartei) 

The German Workers’ Party 

Hitler Youth Nazi youth group, spreading 
Nazi ideas to young people 

National Socialist Member of the NSDAP (Nazi 
Party) 

Reich  State, country of Germany 
or her Empire 

SA 
(Sturmabteilung) 

The paramilitary ‘storm 
troopers’ of the Nazi Party 

Social Democratic 
Party (SPD) 

Big left-wing party, 
supported mainly by the 
working class 

Swastika Symbol of the Nazi Party 

Wall Street Crash  1929 collapse of the USA 
economy 

 

 
Date  Event 

29th 
October 
1929 

Wall Street Crash 

1929 Goebbels appointed Head of 
Propaganda for the Nazi Party 

1932 6 million unemployed. 50%  16 – 
30 could not find jobs, including 
40% of factory workers. 

July 1932 Nazis become the largest party in 
the Reichstag (37.5% of vote) 

Nov 1932 Nazis lose votes (only 33.1%) 

Dec 1932 von Schleicher made Chancellor 
 

30th Jan 
1933 

• von Schleicher loses 
control of Reichstag 

• Hitler made Chancellor 

• von Papen made Deputy 

1933 Goebbels appointed Minister for 
Propaganda and Popular 
Enlightenment 

 

Section A: Wall Street Crash - 29th October 1929 
USA was producing more goods than they could sell: industries started to lose value until the economy collapsed.This 
led to widespread economic failure called the Depression. The USA demanded their loans back from Germany and the 
impact of the Depression on Germany was huge with a massive rise in poverty, homelessness and unemployment (see 
diagram on the right). 
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Nazi Germany Topic 3: Hitler’s Rise to Chancellor 

 

 

Section F: Financial Support 
Nazis received funds to pay for publishing election campaign information, posters, newspaper etc. They got money from 
leading industrialists such as Krupp and Bosch, who were concerned about Communism and knew that Hitler had 
promised to destroy this. In 1932, Hitler developed links with Alfred Hugenberg, a newspaper tycoon, who allowed Nazis 
to publish messages against the Weimar government, which gained them popularity. 

Section E: Political Infighting 

• The Weimar government was very weak by 1932 – no strong leader, no lasting Chancellor. The country was effectively 
ruled by President Hindenburg, an 84 year old controlled by big business and the army. 

• The Nazis won 230 seats in July 1932 election (they were the biggest party with 37.5% of vote) but other parties would 
not work with them. 

• In Nov 1932 the Nazis actually lost votes (only 33.1% of votes) = people tired of SA violence and Nazis running out of 
money to fund election campaign. Chancellor von Papen lost his position. 

• von Papen wanted to get back into power and saw an alliance with Hitler as his way back in. 

• Jan 1933 - new Chancellor (Schleicher) lost control of Reichstag; von Papen and Hitler made a deal to share power, 
where Hitler would be Chancellor and von Papen deputy. Hindenburg agreed because he and von Papen both thought 
they could control Hitler. 

 

Elections in Germany  

YEAR  SEATS IN 
REICHSTAG  

WHY?  

1924  32  Hitler’s trial gave Nazis publicity  

1924  14  Nazi party banned in 1924  

1928  12  Economy doing well under 
Stresemann: no support for 
extremist parties.  

1930  109 (2nd 
largest 
party in 
Reichstag)  

Wall Street Crash and 
Depression, unemployment 
high, middle classes voted for 
Nazis from fear of communism 

1932  230 
(largest 
party in 
Reichstag) 

Effects of depression, 
unemployment high, SA 
organised, good propaganda, 
widened support base. 

 



 

Knowledge Organiser Questions for History – Nazi Germany Topic 3 – Y11 – Term 3 

Section A 1. When was the Wall Street Crash? 

2. How did the Wall Street Crash happen?  

3. Why did the Wall Street Crash affect Germany? 

4. Name three ways the Depression changed Germany. 

5. How many people were unemployed by 1932? 

Section B 1. What was the KPD? 

2. Why did working class people vote for the KPD? 

3. Who did the Communists blame for Germany’s problems? 

4. Why did the Nazis seem effective against the Communists? 

5. How did the Nazis spread an anti-Communist message? 

Section C 1. What was Hitler’s talent as leader? 

2. Why did Hitler use planes? 

3. What did Hitler promise the middle classes? 

4.  Name two other groups Hitler made promises to.  

5. What was the name of the Nazis’ manifesto (list of promises)? 

Section D 1. What was Goebbels’ job? 

2. How many newspapers did the Nazis own by the 1930s? 

3. How many members did the SA have by 1931? 

4. Who did the SA have street fights with? 

5. Name two methods other than newspapers the Nazis used to spread their message. 

Section E 1. Why might Hindenburg be seen as a weak leader? 

2.  How many seats did the Nazis win in July 1932? 

3. Why did the Nazis lose some votes in November 1932? 

4.  What was the deal Hitler made with von Papen? 

5.  When did Hitler become Chancellor?  

Section F 1. What did the Nazis need funds for? 

2. Name two people who gave the Nazis money. 

3. Which newspaper tycoon (rich owner) did the Nazis develop links to in 1932? 

4. How did these links help the Nazis? 

5. Why did big business owners want to support the Nazis? 


