
Summer Term Research Project Guidance 

 

Why should I undertake this project? 

This project is a unique opportunity for you to independently research a topic you are 

interested in. You will gain lots of skills: organisation; time management; resource 

management; research skills; essay-writing skills; reflection and criticality. You can apply what 

you have learned as you take your next steps into Sixth Form or the working world. 

 

Aims: 

● To research a topic of your choice (using the questions designed for each subject) 

● To write a 2500 word dissertation recording your findings and answering the research 

question. This is an approximation, do not worry if your word count is up to 10% 

above or below. 

● To develop new skills and become an independent learner. 

 

Structure of the extended essay: 

Introduction - approximately 500 words 

● Describe your topic - what are you researching and why? 

● Outline what you expect to find out. 

● Explain how you will structure your essay. 

 
Methodology - approximately 200-300 words 

● Explain how you carried out your research. For example, what kinds of sources did you 

use? This might include things like questionnaires. 

Findings - approximately 1000-1200 words 

● Using the notes you have made throughout your research (as outlined in the 

PowerPoint), explain what you found out and how it links to your research question. 

Consider whether it proves or disproves it. 

● There is no set structure, but make sure that in each paragraph you: 

- Answer the question 

- Use evidence from one or more sources 

- Explain what that evidence shows us 

Evaluation/reflection - approximately 500 words 

Answer these questions: 

● Did you achieve what you set out to achieve? 

● Have you arrived at the answer that you predicted? Why/ why not? 

● Reflection: what would you do differently next time and what have you learned about 

conducting research? 

Bibliography 

● Ensure that wherever you have referred to a source, you include it in your 

bibliography. This ensures that you are not plagiarising somebody else’s words. 


