
2. The worlds population
- Currently 7.7 billion (2019)
- UN estimates 11.2 billion people by 

2100
- Asia is the most densely populated 

continent in the world 

3. Population Pyramids
- Population pyramids are graphs 

showing the age of populations 
split into male and female

- Japan (developed country) has 
an aging population 

- Ethiopia (developing country) 
has a youthful population

- The y-axis shows the age of the 
population and the x-axis the 
percentage of the population 
that age split into male and 
female 

1. Key terms Definition 
Population density The number of people living per square kilometer. 

Population 
distribution

The spread of people across the world. 

Urbanization The growth of towns and cities leading to an increasing 
proportion of a country’s population living there.

Infrastructure The basic physical and organizational structures and 
facilities (e.g. buildings, roads, power supplies) needed 
for the operation of a society. 

Life expectancy The average number of years a person born in a 
particular country might be expected to live.

Birth rate The number of live births per 1000 people per year.

Death rate The number of deaths per 1000 people per year.

Demography The statistical study of population. 

4. Factors influencing human settlement 
Factor Explanation
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Climate - Extreme cold or heat make living 
conditions impossible e.g. Sahara Desert

- Inconsistent precipitation can cause crop 
failure 

- Tropical heat (hot and high humidity) 
allow diseases to flourish

Topography - Mountainous terrain is challenging to 
build upon 

Resources - Sublime scenery will attract tourists 
- Valuable resources such as fossil fuels will 

create employment 
- Fertile and flat soil makes farming less 

challenging
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Employment - Jobs and industry attract people to cities 

Infrastructure - Well-built and prevalent transport links 
and buildings will encourage the 
population growth of a place

5. Population growth
Reasons - Medication advancement, technological innovation, 
agricultural improvements and better sanitation 
Impacts – Loss of biodiversity, climate in crisis, deforestation, 
pollution 

6. Demographic Transition Model (DTM)
• A countries population changes overtime usually due to its 

level of development. 
• The DTM shows how the countries population changes 

overtime.
• It is broken into 5 stages.
• Not all countries follow this model 

YEAR 9 – GEOGRAPHY: POPULATION 



Year 9 – Geography: Population 
Week 1 1. What is demography?

2. Give 3 examples of types of infrastructure.
3. What is the units of measurement for birth and death rate?
4. Define urbanisation.
5. What is another word for ‘the spread of’?

Week 2 1. How many people live on Earth?
2. Which continent has the largest population?
3. What does population density mean?
4. How many people are estimated by the UN to be alive in 2100?
5. To the nearest whole number what percentage of the global population live in Europe?

Week 3 1. What are population pyramids?
2. Describe the population pyramid shape of a developing country? 
3. What is on the y-axis of a population pyramid?
4. Which gender lives longer in Japan?
5. What name do we give to countries with more elderly people than young?

Week 4 1. List 2 physical factors that influence human settlement.
2. How does steep topography prevent settlement?
3. Name a factor which has attracted people to cities.
4. What natural resource could create employment?
5. Name 3 geographical places where it is impossible to live.

Week 5 1. What does sanitation mean?
2. Name 3 reasons for population growth in the 21st century
3. What is a severe impact of population growth?
4. Define biodiversity.
5. Will the global population be higher in 2100?

Week 6 1. What causes a countries population to change?]
2. What does DTM stand for?
3. How many stages are there in the DTM?
4. All countries follow the DTM. True or False?
5. What does the DTM show?


