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Sociology is about thinking critically about the world around us, looking beneath the surface to 

explore the social and political context that shapes our lives.We want to understand ourselves 

and the world we live in. Sociology is for students who are curious and open-minded, willing to 

critically examine the collective ideas, shared behaviours and social forces that shape our everyday 

lives, and explore societies and cultures different from our own. 

 

Sociology is about understanding our changing society and understanding ourselves. We will look at 

the influence society has on us as individuals and the impact we as individuals have on society.We will study key 

theorists like Durkheim, Marx, Parsons and Weber. 

 
Sociology is a linear course with exams at the end of two years. 

 
The A level consists of 3 units each one examined by a 2 hour paper at the end of Year 2. 

 
Unit 1 investigates sociological perspectives and the research methods sociologists’ use when 

working to understand our society.This is linked to a study of education where students learn 

how to apply research to real situations. 

Unit 2 investigates culture and identity and how we are shaped by society and how we become 

ourselves in a social context. In addition, this unit is a study of stratification in society. 

Unit 3 is a study of crime and deviance within society, again linked to research methods and 

social theory. More information can be found on the AQA website. 

 
Progression routes? 
The course complements subjects like History, English, Politics, Philosophy and Psychology. It is often 

taken by students who want to complement science or humanities subjects with a social science. 

Sociology encourages analytical thinking about the nature of society. It is a natural fit for courses and careers in 

social policy, social work, counselling, teaching, marketing, advertising, human resources and business, 

and of course degrees in Sociology. 

 

What can I do to prepare? 
Read the news: The Guardian,The Telegraph,The Times,The Financial Times,The Week and The 

Spectator. Think about the following questions: Who holds the power in society? Why do you 

think this is the case? Do individuals have the ability to make a difference in society? If so, why do 

you think that? If not, why not? Find examples from the news to back up your ideas. 

Check out the following websites: 
www.sociology.org.uk - An excellent sociology site created for GCSE, AS and A-level students run 

by Chris Livesey. 

www.feminist.com - An American site devoted to feminist ideas and information. Links to 

issues such as parenting, domestic labour, sexual harassment and domestic violence. 

 

Entry Requirement 

Grade 5-5 in English 

http://www.sociology.org.uk/
http://www.feminist.com/

