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Dear Parent / Carer, thank you  
for considering Chiswick School 
for your child.

Chiswick School is a very special place to learn 
and we aim to offer all our students every 
opportunity for every success. That success takes 
real commitment and collaboration between all 
students and staff.

Chiswick School provides a secure and happy 
environment for positive and exciting learning 
experiences. We are a vibrant learning community 
where teachers have very high expectations of 
all students. We have an aspiration and vision for 
excellence in every lesson and every classroom, 
every day, across the whole school. We want to see 
high achievement underpinned by collaboration, 
commitment and the building and maintaining of 
outstanding relationships. Our desire is that our 
students leave us with both excellent exam results 
and a passion and thirst for learning with the 
motivation and independence to make excellent 
choices for their future.

Our core belief is that all students can and will 
succeed and there should be no ceiling to that 
success. We will work tirelessly to ensure that 
Chiswick School is a harmonious community in 
which learners are safe and happy, and that they 
are well supported and inspired so that every 
student can thrive inside and outside of the 
classroom. It is my hope that every student will 
develop to become a confident, independent 
learner, aware of their potential and ready to 
always work hard in order to be the best that 
they can be and achieve at the highest academic 
standard possible.

My commitment is that, from their first day here, 
Chiswick School students will be challenged and 
engaged by high quality teaching and excellent 
delivery of deep and broad subject knowledge. 
We are determined that all our students quickly 
become active, independent and resilient learners 
and engaged citizens. It is essential, therefore, 
that we take every opportunity to engage and 
work in partnership with our parents and carers 
and with a wide range of external agencies to 
ensure that all students receive the support and 
encouragement they need to become successful, 
confident and mature young people.

We have high expectations of the progress our 
students make in their lessons. To ensure this 
is the case we make sure the curriculum we 
offer is inclusive and engaging, that lessons are 
challenging for each individual learner and that 
feedback from teachers is regular and useful. 
Underpinning this is the quality of the teaching 
and the pastoral systems at the school. At Chiswick 
School we believe in recruiting and training 
excellent teachers and support staff to ensure  
that no child is left behind.

We look forward to meeting you in person and 
finding out more about your child’s dreams and 
aspirations and how Chiswick can support the  
next phase of their educational journey.

Jane Mills / Acting Headteacher

Welcome
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Our Vision
At Chiswick School, we take 
pride in our diverse and 
inclusive community. We 
create a stimulating learning 
environment, where positive 
relationships are at the heart  
of everything we do.

Chiswick staff will empower 
students to be ambitious and 
proud. Chiswick staff will nurture 
confidence, passion and curiosity 
to enable students to strive for 
excellence throughout their 
learning journeys and their lives.

Students will be proud of their 
achievements and understand 
that their actions have an 
impact. They will leave Chiswick 
School equipped with the skills 
and knowledge they need for 
the world beyond and will be 
responsible citizens, who seek  
to be a force for good.



Having the right attitude
We do not believe that 
intelligence is fixed and we 
passionately believe that real 
effort from our learners will  
lead to real success.
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Ambition
At Chiswick School, we’re not in 
the business of judging ambitions. 
We’re here to nurture them.  
It really doesn’t matter if a dream 
is simple or far-fetched, about 
individual achievement or helping 
others. What’s important is that it’s 
as honest, personal and unique as 
each student is. They’re where the 
journey begins.

We know all this, because we have 
ambitions of our own. We’re on a 
journey too. Come and see...

“What do you want to achieve?” 
It’s a very personal question 
because everyone’s different.

It’s an important question as 
well. Our ambitions are where 
everything starts: they give us  
a road to travel, and they  
motivate us along the way.
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Focused 
Determined 
Learners 

Our whole school continues to 
stretch and grow, because of way 
we focus on helping our students 
achieve their aims. Working 
towards their ambitions means  
we achieve ours more quickly, too.

Having ambition is a great  
start but realising or exceeding 
your potential takes strategy  
and direction. If you concentrate  
all your effort in one place,  
it’s amazing how strong you can 
become. You’ll travel further if  
the path ahead is clear.
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Starting from day one
From their first day here, Chiswick School 
students will be challenged and engaged by 
high quality teaching and excellent delivery 
of deep and broad subject knowledge. We 
are determined that all our students quickly 
become active, independent and resilient 
learners. It is essential therefore that we 
take every opportunity to engage and work 
in partnership with our parents and carers 
and with a broad range of external groups. 
All of our students will receive the support 
and encouragement they need to become 
successful, confident and mature young 
people. We have high expectations of the 
progress our students make in their lessons. 
To ensure this is the case this we make sure the 
curriculum we offer is inclusive and engaging; 
that lessons are challenging for each individual 
learner and that feedback from teachers is 
regular and useful. 
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Looking to the future
Today’s most in-demand jobs had not been 
thought of ten years ago; in many cases we 
are preparing our students for careers that 
do not yet exist. Qualifications are only one 
important element of a ‘whole’ education. 
We help students become confident, 
adaptable and tenacious young people with 
the initiative to solve problems and create 
opportunity. We want these students to stand 
out from the crowd not only for their exam 
results, but also for their ideas and actions.
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Keeping on track
We won’t be distracted in our mission for 
all our students to make excellent progress. 
Our flight paths and assessment systems 
mean that all students are expected to make 
excellent progress. We ask all our subjects 
to design regular and suitable assessments 
so that all learners know exactly how well 
they are doing, what level they are working 
at, how far off their target they are and what 
they need to do to improve.



Leadership
more leaders and at Chiswick we 
encourage students throughout 
the school to develop leadership 
qualities of their own – whether 
taking the lead, making good 
choices, or simply being a great  
role model for others. 

True leaders inspire others: they 
set the direction naturally, but they 
also take responsibility, giving 
others the freedom to do their 
best. A leader is not afraid to be the 
first exploring new ground. Most 
importantly, a true leader creates 
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Leading by example
From our Head Boy and Head Girl in the Sixth 
Form, to our student council, sports leaders, 
buddies and mentors, we make sure that there 
are plenty of opportunities for all students to 
develop their leadership skills.
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Charitable leadership
Wherever we can, we create opportunities 
for students to develop leadership skills in 
their own right: for example, by providing 
a buddying system to help year 7 students 
feel at home, or the school charities 
committee and student council helping to 
decide on focus areas for all students and 
staff. Our Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme  
is very popular.



Being 
Empowered
A student can only succeed if  
they try – and keep trying hard.  
At Chiswick School, we make sure 
they have every opportunity to 
take an active, responsible role in 
their education, and in building 
their own future.
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Finding new passions
From sports to the arts, computer 
programming to philosophy, our students 
have a choice of many extracurricular clubs. 
It’s a great way to push yourself further,  
or try something new.
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Get digital
It’s easier to learn when it’s fun, or really 
makes sense to you – and using technology 
is now a basic life skill. Alongside traditional 
learning methods we’ve invested heavily in 
digital technologies including iPads, iMacs, 
ChromeBooks and others to provide the very 
best learning resources for our students.
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Preparation for work
Given our proximity to a major global city 
we are making strong connections with 
businesses throughout the local area and 
beyond – helping students gain valuable 
insights into future careers from engineering 
to TV production, policing to IT. Students 
can develop their own employability skills 
through our accredited course. 



Proud to be 
Chiswick

Potential is limitless. We are 
exceptionally proud of our 
academic achievements: for 
example, this year is the fourth 
successive year we have sent a 
Chiswick 6th Form student  
to Oxbridge. 

We are also immensely proud  
of our sporting success and our 
creative flair, as showcased at our 
annual Summer Arts Festival. 

It’s important to celebrate 
achievement together. We are 
proud of our students who are 
ambitious, determined and  
high-achieving. We are proud  
of our staff and our community. 
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Celebrating success
Our community, our teaching and learning 
environment, from new buildings to exam 
success we want every student to thrive  
with every step at Chiswick School.

Chiswick School   |   Empowering Students to be Ambitious and Proud



Celebrating our diversity
Here at Chiswick, we’re blessed to be a 
vibrant, multicultural community. Students 
from many backgrounds, nationalities, 
first languages and faiths joining together, 
sharing experiences and insights as we work 
towards our common goal. We wouldn’t have 
it any other way.
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Admissions
Chiswick School normally has a waiting list, 
so if you’d like to join us you should follow the 
admissions procedure set out by the London 
Borough of Hounslow (if you don’t live in 
Hounslow, then apply through your home 
borough instead). Please do come and visit  
the school before you apply.

Starting school
To help you feel at home at Chiswick School,  
we’ll invite you to an induction day before you 
start. You’ll also be given a “buddy”, who’s an 
older student that will help you settle in. We  
also have an exclusive Year 7 playground to  
help students new to the school to settle in.

Curriculum 
In Year 7, you’ll learn English, Mathematics, 
Science, Art, Music, Drama, Physical Education 
(PE), Design Technology (DT), History, Geography 
and either French or German. You will also study 
Personal Social Citizenship and Health Education 
(PSCHE), Information and Computer Science and 
Religious Studies (RS) in a way that gives you the 
key skills you’ll need for life at school. 

Extracurricular and  
Enrichment Activities
We encourage you to make the most of the 
numerous opportunities to develop old and 
new interests and skills. By participating in a 
wide range of extracurricular activities and 
educational visits, you will become more closely 
connected with Chiswick School and contribute 
to the long-standing tradition of learning 
beyond the classroom.

Chiswick School   |   Empowering Students to be Ambitious and Proud

Get ready  
to apply
What a student needs to know



Assessment
Your progress is frequently monitored and 
reported to parents. We place a high priority 
on communication and aim to work with your 
parents to support your learning wherever 
possible. 

Learning Support
The vision of Chiswick School’s Learning Support 
Department (SEND Department) is to ensure that 
all learners’ needs are met, and that Inclusion 
is at the heart of our policies and practices. We 
want to give all students, including our SEND 
students, the support and encouragement to 
reach the highest level of personal achievement. 
If you have an additional need, active steps will 
be taken to prevent these from becoming a 
barrier to learning and participation.

The department provides additional classes,  
1:1 tuition and in-class support assistants to 
make sure students get the best experience 
whatever their needs. Some students have 
inclusion passports which are developed and 
monitored by key workers in consultations  
with parents and students.

More Able students
Chiswick offers a variety of opportunities to 
more able students. We not only ensure that 
more able students receive extensive challenge 
in all their lessons, but we also offer a range 
of extracurricular activities. These include 
Debate Mate and the Jack Petchey Speak Out 
Challenge. Our most able students are monitored 
closely by our More Able Coordinator to ensure 
they achieve the very highest grades and are 
prepared for the next stage of their education 
and beyond.

23

We have a variety of clubs for you to choose from, 
where you can enjoy everything from debating 
to computer programming, from playing in 
our orchestra to science. It’s no wonder that 
many Chiswick students take part in at least one 
extracurricular activity each week.

To give you an idea, here is a taste of the 
educational visits our current students have 
been involved in over the past year: The Duke of 
Edinburgh Award; French, German and Spanish 
trips; South Africa Trip; Skiing; University 
visits including Oxford and Sussex; Faraday 
Engineering Challenge; directing whole school 
productions; Careers trips; Art and Photography 
trips to museums; the list goes on. This and 
much more is on offer at Chiswick School each 
and every year, also including a one week work 
experience in Year 12. 

Computers and mobile devices
We have over 600 computers in our school,  
which means you’ll be able to use technology  
as an everyday part of your learning. Our 
students also work with mobile devices such  
as Chromebooks and iPads.

Drama
Chiswick School is well known for its excellent 
drama productions, which are completely put 
together by our staff and students. If you want, 
you can get involved from Year 7 onwards. There 
is a drama club that takes place every week. 

Homework
Becoming a capable independent learner is 
an essential skill for you to develop while at 
Chiswick School. The completion of homework, 
set through Show My Homework and in student 
planners, is vital to academic success. All 
homework is visible to students and parents 
on our online homework portal ‘Show My 
Homework’ available as a link from the school 
home page. If you would like any help, we have 
homework clubs before and after school.



We also offer support to 6th form students 
looking to gain access to top universities, 
providing assistance with applications and 
personal statements as well as organising 
university visits and guest speakers. Many of 
our students go on to Russell Group universities 
including Oxford and Cambridge, and we  
have had amazing success stories in music,  
drama and sport. 

Music
Whether you already play a musical instrument, 
or you’d like to begin, we have great practice 
rooms, a big choice of instruments, and lots of 
visiting experts. We also have a music technology 
centre, with a music studio, and all sorts of music 
groups including a choir, ukulele and steel band.

Pastoral Care
Safeguarding the welfare of our students is of 
the utmost importance to us. We provide a safe 
and secure learning environment for all the 
young people in our care and it is the shared 
responsibility of staff to monitor the wellbeing  
of students. 

At Chiswick School, you’ll be part of a tutor 
group, looked after by a teacher called your form 
tutor. The tutor is the first person to ask about 
any problems, is a good point of contact for your 
parents or guardians and will keep an eye on 
your progress.

Learning Coordinators oversee each year group 
and will provide your tutor with a programme 
of activities to engage you, promote the school 
ethos, develop skills and provide you with 
support at key times of the year. Assemblies 
are used to support both the tutor and PSCHE 
programme, address key issues, provide 
information and to celebrate success. We provide 
a varied programme of assemblies which are 
delivered by teachers, outside speakers and the 
students themselves.

The social growth of the individual is an 
important part of education and the school 
aims to produce well-rounded citizens who  
are ready to take their place in society.  
Students are encouraged to develop their 
personal and social skills through team  
building exercises and opportunities also  
exist to develop leadership skills.

The school also has a dedicated Student  
Services, where you can go throughout the  
day for information and help if you need it.

School uniform
School uniform We have a smart uniform.  
For boys, it includes a blue shirt, grey trousers, 
tie, jumper and blazer. Girls wear a blue blouse, 
cardigan/jumper, tie, blazer and a choice of 
school trousers or a grey, straight skirt with  
grey or black socks or opaque tights. You can  
see our uniform at Sanco Schoolwear on Bell 
Road in Hounslow or via their website. 

Sport
We have great sports facilities – indoors, we have 
a sports hall, a dance studio and a fitness suite, 
and outdoors there’s a games field, cricket nets, 
netball courts and a floodlit 3G all-weather pitch. 
If you’d like to try rowing, we have access to the 
Chiswick Boat House near Barnes Bridge, and we 
have coaches supporting students throughout 
the school.
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Chiswick School 
Burlington Lane 
London 
W4 3UN
020 8747 0031 
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
www.chiswickschool.org


