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Investigation Task:  Influential Designers 

Within the Product Design A Level course, you are expected to investigate, analyse and 
evaluate the work of a number of influential designers. In preparation for the start of the 
course, you should choose two designers from the table above and carry out a detailed 
investigation of them.  

The following information will help to guide you through the type of investigation that is 
required. 

Conducting research and writing an investigation 

First you must collect detailed information on your chosen designers. Make sure the 
information is accurate and relevant. Try to use a variety of sources so that you can show 
more than one opinion about the work. 

• Gather as much high quality primary and secondary research as possible from multiple 
sources. 

• Look at as many different viewpoints from reputable sources as possible, cross 
referencing information for accuracy where you can. (Don’t just use Wikipedia) 

• Internet searches are very useful including the designers’ own website (if they have one), 
news sites, biography sites, education and design establishment sites, user forums and 
user feedback sites (e.g. trustpilot) etc. 

• Other sources include books, newspaper and magazine articles and interviews, 
television and radio programmes including interviews and product launches. 

• Try to look at both sides of a story but be as impartial as possible, presenting the facts 
and the views of others in a balanced way. 

• Try to understand the key features of their style or strategy. Try to include interesting 
quotes and their personal opinions. 

• Keep a note of the sources you use for reference. 

• Include your own thoughts and opinions following your analysis.
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Primary data sources 

Information and data that are gathered from primary sources should be used wherever 
possible. Primary data sources  include: 

• interviews 
• case studies 
• observations of users and materials 
• questionnaires 
• physical material testing 
• focus groups 
• product analysis 
• taking measurements 

Secondary data sources 

Data obtained from secondary sources means that other people have gathered and 
presented it first. Secondary data sources include: 

• written articles such as books, magazines and internet pages 
• official data, such as government statistics and company information 
• media such as news, radio and television broadcasts 
• exemplar work of other designers and/or students 

How to present your investigation 

For each of your two chosen designers you should: 
1. Explain how the designer started. This may include the ‘early years’ or what 

inspired them. 
2. Write about what influences them, the methods used in their designing, 

manufacturing, business, marketing or any other important information about how 
the designer or company works. 

3. Explain what has led to their successes and even failures along the way. 
4. Include the opinion of others and look closely at the impact they have had on the 

world of design and on society. 
5. Include images of their products (possibly in the form of a time-line) 
6. Write a conclusion, explaining what you think are the key points to remember 

about the designer. 
7. Include a list of all the sources you used in your investigation. 
8. Think about presentation. Make sure you present the information neatly and in a 

logical order. 

Extension task 

Compare the work of your two chosen designers and identify any similarities between 
their work and/or their philosophy about design.



                        

DUE CONTACT DETAILS SHOULD HELP BE NEEDED

September sht@chiswickschool.org 

Useful websites/articles 

• http://designmuseum.org/designers 
• https://www.starck.com/ 
• https://www.independent.co.uk/property/interiors/the-secret-history-of-philippe-

starcks-lemon-squeezer-1972849.html 
• http://www.jamesdysonfoundation.co.uk/ 
• https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Dyson 
• http://www.famousgraphicdesigners.org/margaret-calvert 
• https://www.rca.ac.uk/studying-at-the-rca/the-rca-experience/student-voices/

rca-luminaries/margaret-calvert/ 
• https://www.theguardian.com/artanddesign/shortcuts/2015/sep/18/way-to-go-

the-woman-who-invented-britains-road-signs 
• https://www.interaction-design.org/literature/article/dieter-rams-10-timeless-

commandments-for-good-design 
• http://www.eamesoffice.com/ 
• https://www.vitra.com/en-gb/corporation/designer/details/charles-ray-eames 
• http://www.bbc.com/culture/story/20171218-charles-and-ray-eames-the-couple-

who-shaped-the-way-we-live 
• https://www.bauhaus100.de/en/past/people/masters/marianne-brandt/ 
• https://www.widewalls.ch/artist/marianne-brandt/ 
• http://www.marianne-brandt.com/ 

Museums and Galleries 

The Design Museum 
The Victoria and 
Albert Museum
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