
A level philosophy is divided into the following four components: 

Epistemology 
Epistemology is the study of what we can know.  You will look at fundamental questions concerning 
human knowledge, what it is and how we can come to acquire it.  You will study theories of knowledge 
from the thinkers of antiquity, including Plato, through to the work of modern philosophers. 

Moral Philosophy 
In this unit you will consider a range of ethical theories including utilitarianism and Kant’s deontological 
ethics.  You will learn about different approaches to solving life’s big ethical questions and you will apply 
the ethical theories you learn to the issues of: stealing, simulated killing, eating animals and telling lies. 

Metaphysics of God 
This unit looks at the key issue of whether or not we can prove the existence of God.  You will study 
classic arguments for the existence of God, as well as the challenges posed by the problem of evil.  You 
will explore the long-standing debate about whether language about religion can have meaning. 

Philosophy of Mind 
In philosophy of mind you will explore different theories about the mind-body relationship.  You will study 
classical philosophical theories of dualism and opposing physicalist theories.  Philosophy of mind 
investigates the difference between the mind and the brain and considers the implications for human 
existence.   

Assessment 
There will be two three hour exams at the end of year 2. 

PROGRESSION ROUTES: WHAT CAN I DO TO PREPARE?

This is a great course for developing the analytical skills 
needed to study Law. It will also prepare you for further 
studies in English, Sociology, History, Politics, PPE, 
Theology and of course Philosophy, as well as many other 
courses and careers. Philosophy is on the list of suggested 
A levels for both Oxford and Cambridge for a variety of 
their courses. 

Suggested reading: The Philosophy Gym, by Stephen 
Law; God Matters, by Peter and Charlotte 

Vardy; Philosophy of Mind: A Beginner’s Guide, by Ian 

Ravenscroft; Being Good, by Simon Blackburn. 
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For additional information 
please contact or visit:  

Ms Rogers, Head of 
Religion and Philosophy 
kro@chiswickschool.org 

www.aqa.org.uk

“I have found philosophy 
challenging but also more 
intellectually rewarding than any 
other subject.”  Joe, Year 13  
“It makes you think differently 
about the world, but it’s also very 
challenging.”  Amir, Year 13

Chiswick School 
Sixth Form  
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