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Welcome to A Level Philosophy! You’ve made an excellent choice of A Level and I’m sure you 
are going to absolutely love philosophy.  However, sometimes people choose philosophy 
without a clear idea of what it is, or thinking that it will be ‘a bit like GCSE RS’ (which it 
really isn’t!).  So please start by doing some research about the subject. 

http://www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk/resources/why-philosophy/ (reliable information 
about the subject)  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-level/philosophy-7172 (the 
specification itself, along with sample exam papers and other information provided directly 
by the exam board) 

TASK: Write a short paragraph (no more than 250 words) outlining why you think that 
philosophy is the right subject for you. What are you looking forward to? What will the 
challenges be? Why do you want to do it? 

What will I be learning? 

Year 1: Epistemology & Moral Philosophy 
Year 2: Metaphysics of God & Metaphysics of Mind 

For each of these topics you’ll be learning about what key thinkers have said: their 
arguments.  You’ll also look at a range of possible objections and counter arguments.  Most 
importantly, perhaps, you’ll be encouraged to work out what you think about these areas:  
What is knowledge?  Are you brain in a vat?!  Does God exist?  Is your mind separate from 
your brain?  Should you eat meat?  The questions are – literally – endless. 

Of course, you might struggle to find solutions to the many conundrums you face in A Level 
philosophy.  That’s the fun.  You will probably discover more questions than you do 
answers.  That’s also the fun!   

PHILOSOPHY

The unexamined life is not worth living.  Socrates

http://www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk/resources/why-philosophy/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-level/philosophy-7172
http://www.alevelphilosophy.co.uk/resources/why-philosophy/
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/philosophy/as-and-a-level/philosophy-7172


This all sounds pretty wishy-washy, but it’s not.  At its heart, philosophy is argument.  You 
will be required to present robust, concise and academic arguments to defend your view.  
These must draw on the ideas and arguments you’ve studied and show how your selected 
ideas and arguments can be defended against the objections you’ve studied.   

Even if your answer to the question set is: ‘I don’t think it is possible to answer this question’, 
you will be presenting your case in a thorough argument, defending it and evaluating it with 
clarity, precision and logical reasoning.  This is a highly valuable skill.  Philosophy leads on to 
many careers: law, journalism, politics, international relations, business and teaching, to name 
just a few. 

In this transition work pack you will find introductory tasks to prepare you for both of the year 
12 units – these are taken directly from the course, to give you a really good taster of what 
philosophy is like. 

Epistemology transition work 

What is an argument?  We recognise arguments through their structure (when reading the 
work of a philosopher, we need to try and ‘find’ the argument).  At A Level, you will often be 
given the structure of an argument in ‘standard form’ to help you out.  It’s always useful go 
back and read the original philosophy in order to try and spot it for yourself, though. 

Philosophers use the ‘language of reasoning’, for example, they might say ‘therefore...’ in order 
to indicate their conclusion.  Other statements which lead to the conclusion are known as 
‘premises’.  When we move from the premises to a conclusion we are said to ‘infer’ the 
conclusion.  So, the movement from a premise (or collection of premises) to a conclusion is 
called an ‘inference’. 

At A Level you need to be aware of three main type of inference used in argument: deductive, 
inductive and abductive. 

Deduction: 

P1. All men are mortal 
P2. Socrates is a man 
C. Therefore, Socrates is mortal 

Key features: if the premises are true, then the conclusion is true.  However, these arguments 
do not provide us with any new information. 

Valid and Sound arguments: 

Arguments are valid if the conclusion is entailed by the premises (this means that the 
conclusion must be deductive arguments have a valid form).  Only deductive arguments can be 
valid. 

A deductive argument is sound if it is valid with true premises (see example above). 

WATCH: this video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTVTqjqqhrw  

Now consider this example: 

P1. People who eat marmite are evil 
P2. Kate eats marmite 
C. Therefore Kate is evil

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTVTqjqqhrw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vTVTqjqqhrw


This argument is valid but it isn’t sound because one of the premises is false (P1, in case you’re 
lost!). 

Induction: 

P1. Swan 1 is white 
P2. Swan 2 is white 
P500. Swan 500 is white 
... 
C. All swans are white 

Key features: Involves generalising about how the world is and/or will be.  Even if the 
premises are true, the conclusion might always be false (the ‘problem of induction’).  This kind 
of reasoning is the basis of science. 

Abduction: 

This kind of reasoning is also known as: inference to the best explanation. 

P1. The kettle is boiling. 
P2. I didn’t turn the kettle on. 
C. Someone else recently turned the kettle on. 

Key features: The conclusion is never guaranteed because a better explanation 
is always possible.  Abduction attempts to infer from and effect to a reason or cause.  Like 
induction, abduction relies on our current beliefs about how the world normally works. 

TASKS:  

Construct your own arguments: 
a.Deductive 
b. Inductive 
c. Abductive 

Have a go some sample A Level questions: 

Instructions: 3 mark questions are definition questions and your answers should be between 1 
and 3 sentences long.  5 mark questions should be approximately half a side of A4 and 
certainly never longer than a side of A4 when hand written. 

1. What is abduction?  [3 marks] 
2. Explain how inductive reasoning works. [5 marks] 
3. Explain how deductive reasoning works. [5 marks] 

Moral Philosophy transition work: 

Moral philosophy is the study into what makes particular actions right or wrong.  You are 
going to conduct some research in the normative ethical theory called utilitarianism.   

In order to do this, please download this FREE text book, called ‘Ethics for A Level’ by Mark 
Dimmock: https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?
usp=sharing  

Read the chapter on utilitarianism, which starts on p11.  As you read this, create some detailed 
notes with the key information.  Your notes must be handed in with your work. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1VeMQ1z97GNIrSsI2OL1WV51hhMYwHiGZ?usp=sharing


                        

DUE CONTACT DETAILS SHOULD HELP BE NEEDED

September kro@chiswickschool.org

Utilitarianism is a very broad topic, so I recommend doing some additional research.  
These videos are a good place to start: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvmz5E75ZIA&t=6s  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGDk23Q0S9E&t=1s   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoCuVa9UeR4&t=112s  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg16u_bzjPE&t=206s  

TASKS:  

Write an essay of no more than 500 words: ‘Utilitarianism gives us the wrong answers to 
moral questions’ Evaluate this statement. 

Have a go some sample A Level questions: 

1. What is the principle of utility? [3 marks]  
2. Briefly outline Bentham’s ‘act’ utilitarianism. [5 marks]  
3. Explain Mill’s distinction between higher and lower order pleasures. [5 marks] 

STRETCH: 

Books: 
Utilitarianism, by John Stuart Mill 
Ethics Matters, by Peter and Charlotte Vardy  
Sophie’s World, by Jostein Gaarder 
The Philosophy Files, by Stephen Law 
Keep It Together: philosophy for everyday emergencies, by Marie Robert 

Film: 
The Matrix 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvmz5E75ZIA&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGDk23Q0S9E&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoCuVa9UeR4&t=112s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg16u_bzjPE&t=206s
mailto:kro@chiswickschool.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uvmz5E75ZIA&t=6s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uGDk23Q0S9E&t=1s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoCuVa9UeR4&t=112s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yg16u_bzjPE&t=206s

