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Introduction to the course: A qualification in performing arts will expose you to a number 
of different disciplines including, acting, dance, singing and the business of theatre. In 
addition to this you will learn the history of theatre, its practitioners and texts.  You will 
analyse plays and books from a number of different writers, theorists and directors. In 
addition to this will, of course, perform in a number of productions from large-scale plays 
to smaller showcases. You will learn about how to use your voice, your body and your 
imagination to its fullest capacity. You will prepare yourself for a career in the performing 
arts, making judgments about your own progress and the progress of others.  

Link to specification overview:  https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/
btec-nationals/performing-arts-2016.html 

Tasks for completion by Sept 2020 

Task One: 

A large part of the qualification is to understand how you have progressed over the two 
years. It is VERY important that you show that you HAVE progressed. Even if you think you 
cannot “do a thing” you should be able to prove that you at least understand why you 
haven’t been able to progress. 

With this in mind, I want you to complete the following tasks  
1. Write an HONEST performing arts skills audit- by this I mean write down what you 

think you are good at (PAs) Give evidence of this, examples of when you have shown this 
skill. Include Acting, Dancing, Singing, Writing, Directing, Devising, Ensemble work and 
individual skill (not one of the afore mentioned)  

2. Write what you are NOT good at. Make a statement of intent for each one. What are you 
going to do to progress? How are you going to get better?  

3. Who do you aspire to be (PAs) and state why…IN DETAIL 
4. What is your greatest achievement so far (PAs)  

This work will form the basis for all of the units you will undertake over the next two years, 
and form the basis for a bench-mark task you will undertake in the first few weeks.
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                        DUE CONTACT DETAILS SHOULD HELP BE NEEDED

September tro@chiswickschool.org

Task Two: 

The basis for the course is to prepare you for a career in the performing arts and its related 
industries; therefore to prepare you for this I would like you to complete the following task: 
Write down everything you have done since primary school that relates to performing. It 
could be Christmas shows, singing at church, being in a school play. Detail your 
participation in the performance. Write this in reverse chronological order.  

List as many people as you can who work in a theatre.  
Split the group into 4 sub-groups: 

• Performing 
• Technical 
• Management 
• Facilities (i.e. people who keep the theatre running) 

Choose one of the professions and work out how you would get that job. What Universities 
would you go to? What qualifications would you need? What professional bodies do you 
need to be a part of?  

Now write a letter of application for one of the jobs (assuming you have all the qualities 
needed for the job) 

Task Three: 

You will need to have a broad understanding of a large range of plays from classical to 
modern. Therefore I would like you to read (and notate) 4 plays form the following periods  

• Elizabethan/ Jacobean 
• Restoration 
• Mid/ Late 19th Century 
• Post war  

I’m not going to dictate what plays to read, but here is a suggestion list:  
Shakespeare, Marlow,  Jonson, Congreve, Dryden, Vanbrugh, Brecht, Chekov, Strindberg, 
Ibsen, Becket, Ionesco, Pinter, Miller, Wesker, Churchill, Osbourne 
However this list is not exhaustive. Pick a favourite, and be ready to tell me why. 

Task Four: 

There is a BIG difference between “like” and “good”  

I want you to write for me a short review of something you thought was terrible. It could be 
a film, a TV show even a piece of music. However it is important that you are clear as to why 
it was bad, and not just ….“I didn’t like it” 

Be ready in September, its going to be hard work..but I hope fun. We will be performing A 
LOT! So be ready for the off as soon as we start… See you September. 

mailto:tro@chiswickschool.org

