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Curriculum Information
Introduction
As students enter the final phase of  their Key Stage 3 studies, we are delighted to be able to offer 
information to support the hugely important decisions that those in Year 9 will soon take. This ‘Options 
Booklet’ has been designed to explain the curriculum our students will follow over the next two years 
in Key Stage 4. The booklet describes the content, assessment and opportunities that underpin each of  
the ‘core’ and ‘optional’ subjects. A large part of  the curriculum is compulsory for all students but there 
is also an element of  choice which means that students can shape their own learning programme in KS4 
according to their interests and future education and career aspirations. GCSE and vocational qualifications 
are available; the style of  each of  these courses is very different. Please spend some time reading this 
information and watching subject videos to help you make the best choices.

At Chiswick School it is our belief  that a safe, secure, challenging and stimulating curriculum, offering a 
broad and balanced selection of  subjects for all students, is our key role. Our curriculum is one which 
promotes examination success and recognises personal achievement at all levels. We ensure we are up to 
date on all curriculum changes and strive hard to provide the most suitable curriculum for all our learners.

As you will be aware there have been significant changes to the examination and assessment structures 
across schools in England; prompted by these changes, we have undergone a thorough curriculum and 
options review. The key changes to GCSEs have been in the withdrawal of  controlled assessments and 
coursework from all academic subjects and a move to terminal examinations at the end of  the two year 
courses. GCSEs have also become more rigorous and have greater content. Some practical subjects in the 
Arts, PE and DT have retained practical coursework elements. Vocational qualifications have also changed 
with the internal assessment process being tightened and with the introduction of  an externally examined 
element.

In addition to these structural changes all GCSE qualifications taken in 2023 will be graded using the 1-9 
scale. These grades will equate to the current A*-G grades as shown below:

Our Curriculum:

We have designed our current curriculum to meet the aspirations and interest of  all our students with a 
view to most students achieving at least nine approved qualifications, though some students may gain more 
and a few will study eight qualifications. 

The core offer represents breadth and strength in academic achievement and allows students to gain the 
English Baccalaureate (Ebacc). However some students may study extra English (Personalised Learning) 
instead of  a Language.

We believe that by following  the Ebacc route all students have the opportunity to study a broad core of  
subjects, ensuring that doors are not closed off to them in terms of  future progression, for example for 
students  hoping to go to university. We are also giving students the opportunity to study at least two more 
subjects of  their choice. 

All students will follow a Core Programme which is made up of:

•  GCSE English Language
•  GCSE English Literature
• GCSE Mathematics
• GCSE Science (Combined)
•  GCSE French or German or Spanish
• Personalised Learning
•  GCSE History or Geography
• RS
• PSHCE
• PE

Students will have two option choices to make from the following list:

GCSE Art and Design
GCSE Business Studies
GCSE Citizenship
GCSE Computer Science
GCSE Geography
GCSE History
GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition 
GCSE Latin
GCSE Music

Latin GCSE may be may be an option dependent on uptake

Students are strongly encouraged to talk to subject teachers, family and friends as well as students presently 
in Years 10 and 11 about their choices.

BTEC Performing Arts
GCSE Physical Education
GCSE Psychology
GCSE Religious Studies
GCSE Option Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple Science)
GCSE Spanish 
OCR Sport Science Level 1/2
GCSE Three Dimensional Design
GCSE Textiles



English Language and Literature GCSE

◊ GCSE English Language
◊ GCSE English Literature
◊ GCSE Mathematics
◊ GCSE Science (Combined)
◊ GCSE French or German or Spanish
◊ Personalised Learning
◊ GCSE Geography or History
◊ RS
◊ PSHCE
◊ PE

GCSE English Language and English Literature
You will all study English Language and English Literature. Both GCSEs will offer new, demanding, and 
exciting challenges. You will gain two qualifications from your time in the English Department: English 
Language and English Literature. 

English Language - What will I learn? 
The English Department follows the AQA specification for English Language. You will continue your work 
on reading and writing, but develop a more sophisticated style. You will develop your reading skills by 
comparing fiction and non-fiction texts from the nineteenth, twentieth and twenty-first centuries. You will 
also develop your writing of  non-fiction and fiction texts. 

How will I be assessed? 
The English Language GCSE is 100% exam, which you will sit at the end of  the course in Year 11. 
There are two components that you will study:

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr Wootton
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
Examination Board: AQA

Paper 1: Explorations 
in Creative Reading and
Writing

•• written exam: 1 hour 45
minutes
•• 80 marks
•• 50% of  GCSE

Section A: Reading
•• one literature fiction text
Section B: Writing
•• descriptive or narrative

Paper 2: Writers’
Viewpoints and
Perspectives

•• written exam: 1 hour 45
minutes
•• 80 marks
•• 50% of  GCSE

Section A: Reading
•• one non-fiction text and
one literary non-fiction text
Section B: Writing
•• writing to present a
viewpoint

Non-examination
Assessment: Spoken
Language

•• teacher set throughout
course
•• marked by teacher
•• separate endorsement
(0% weighting of  GCSE)

What’s assessed?
(AO7–AO9)
•• presenting
•• responding to questions
and feedback
•• use of  Standard English

English Literature - What will I learn? 
The English Department follows the AQA specification for English Literature. You will study literary 
heritage, which means studying texts that have influenced the language and literature of  today.   
You will also study contemporary literature. 

Core Curriculum



How will I be assessed? 
The English Literature GCSE is 100% exam, which you will sit at the end of  Year 11. The English Literature 
exams are closed book, which means you will not take a copy of  the text into the exam. There are two 
components you will study: 

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century 
novel

•• written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
•• 64 marks
•• 40% of  GCSE

Section A 
Shakespeare: Students will be required to write in 
detail about an unseen extract from the play and 
then to write about the play as a whole.

Section B 
The 19th-century novel: Students will be required 
to write in detail about an extract from the novel 
and then to write about the novel as a whole.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry

•• written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
•• 96 marks
•• 60% of  GCSE

Questions
Section A 
Modern texts: students will answer
one essay question from a choice of  two on
their studied modern prose or drama text.

Section B 
Poetry: students will answer one
comparative question on one named poem
printed on the paper and one other poem from 
their chosen anthology cluster.

Section C 
Unseen poetry: Students will
answer one question on one unseen poem
and one question comparing two unseen poems

How parents can help 
Because your GCSE will be 100% exam, you will need to keep on top of  your revision. Parents can help you 
with this at home, by making sure you have completed your English homework and revision for that week, 
check that you are learning your quotations and keeping track of  your progress in your reports and in the 
frequent GEM tasks you will sit in class.

We will help you in school to study the set texts and we will give you plenty of  pre-public exam practice. On 
the day of  any exam/pre-public exam, your parents can help by making sure you have had a decent breakfast 
to help fuel you through your two-hour exams. 

The revision website Seneca Learning is a great revision tool that can help students revise Literature texts 
quickly and productively.  It is also fine tuned for the AQA exam board.

Finally, if  you have any further questions about your English GCSE exams, please do not hesitate to speak to 
your English teacher. 

Mathematics GCSE

Key Stage 4: GCSE
In line with national changes there is now only one set of  external assessments at the end of  Year 11. With 
the withdrawal of  modular examination structure we aim to individualise our curriculum as much as possible 
to ensure students maximise their potential at the end of  Year 11. Regular formal internal assessments and 
teacher based assessments will inform any movement between sets if  necessary throughout the course.

What will I learn?
The new GCSE includes much more content than has ever been required at GCSE before and also the re-
quirement for candidates to memorise many more formulae than previously. The assessments will cover the 
following content headings: 

1  Number 
2  Algebra 
3  Ratio, proportion and rates of  change 
4  Geometry and measures 
5  Probability 
6  Statistics

How will I be assessed?
The qualification will be graded and certificated on a nine-grade scale from 9 to 1 using the total marks across 
all three papers where 9 is the highest grade. There are two tiers of  entry:

• Higher Tier for students aiming at grades 9-3
• Foundation Tier for students aiming at grades 5-1

There are three 90-minute written examinations:
• One non-calculator paper
• Two calculator papers. 
• All three papers must be at the same tier of  entry and must be completed in the same assessment 

series.
• Questions in assessments will be less clearly structured and more open-ended than in previous years, 

frequently set within real-world contexts.
• A revised set of  assessment objectives (listed below), with an increased emphasis on problem solving, 

often requiring multi-step solutions and with less emphasis on rote learning.
• There is no coursework for the Mathematics GCSE.

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 

Mrs K Jaber
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
 
Examination Board: Edexcel



Assessment objectives Foundation Higher
AO1-Use and apply standard techniques 50% 40%

AO2- Reason, interpret and communicate mathematically 25% 30%

AO3-Solve problems within mathematics and in other contexts 25% 30%

How can you help your child? 
• Help them to see that Mathematics is not only important to their future but the skills and knowledge 

acquired are regularly used in everyday life.
• Make sure that your child is doing their homework, and talk to them about it. Get your child to 'teach' 

you something, as research shows that, while we learn only 10% of  what we read, we learn 95% of  
what we teach to someone else.

• Encourage your child to use a variety of  appropriate revision methods and equipment e.g. highlighter 
pens, podcasts, post-it notes, mind maps, flashcards. Discuss with them how these methods work and 
help them choose the best one for their learning style.

• Revision works best in smaller chunks. Regularly spending 30 minutes revising a topic at a time is more 
effective than cramming for hours the night before an exam.

• Encourage your child to use the recommended revision websites/apps listed below.
• Revision materials can also be purchased from the school's library.

Please do not hesitate to contact Mrs Jaber or any member of  the Maths department if  you would like 
further information on any of  the Maths pathways.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
• Hegartymaths
• Active learn (login provided for students)
• PixL Resources
• Maths genie
• Just Maths
• Maths Bot 

GCSE Combined Science
Trilogy (Dual Award)

All students will study a balanced science curriculum covering biology, chemistry and physics with aspects of   
‘working scientifically’ covered throughout. 

Practical skills play an important part in the delivery of  the course and students will be assessed on these skills 
in their exam papers at the end of  the course.

Working Scientifically 
• The development of  scientific thinking 
• Experimental skills and strategies 
• Analysis and evaluation 
• Vocabulary, units, symbols and nomenclature  

Biology 
• B1 Cell biology                                                                         
• B2 Organisation                                                                               
• B3 Infection and response                                                              
• B4 Bioenergetics                                                                             
• B5 Homeostasis and response                                                      
• B6 Inheritance, variation and evolution                                          
• B7 Ecology  

Chemistry 
• C1 Atomic structure and the periodic table                                     
• C2 Bonding, structure, and the properties of  matter                      
• C3 Quantitative chemistry                                                               
• C4 Chemical changes
• C5 Energy changes                                                                         
• C6 The rate and extent of  chemical change                                 
• C7 Organic chemistry                                                                  
• C8 Chemical analysis                                                                    
• C9 Chemistry of  the atmosphere                                                  
• C10 Using resources     

Worth 2 GCSEs

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 

Ms A Heffernan 
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
Exam board: AQA

Physics 
• P1 Energy                                                                                     
• P2 Electricity                                                                                 
• P3 Particle model of  matter                                                          
• P4 Atomic structure                                                                      
• P5 Forces                                                                                      
• P6 Waves                                                                                      
• P7 Magnetism and electromagnetism                                        

Assessment
There are six papers: two Biology, two 
Chemistry, and two Physics. Each of  
the papers will assess knowledge and 
understanding from distinct topic areas. 
As Combined Science is worth 2 GCSEs 
you will receive your grade as a double 
grade e.g. if  you receive 2 grade 7s you 
would get awarded 7-7; or if  you got 
a grade 7 and a grade 6 you would get 
7-6.

Paper Topic assessed Each paper is 1hr 
15mins

Each paper is 70 
marks

Each paper is 
worth 16.7% of  
the entire GCSE

Biology Paper 1 B1-B4

Chemistry Paper 1 C1-C5

Physics Paper 1 P1-P4

Biology Paper 2 B5-B7

Chemistry Paper 2 C6-C10

Physics Paper 2 P5-P7



Languages GCSE
French, German and Spanish

Why study Languages GCSE? 
To broaden your horizons and learn more than simply language skills! 

A GCSE in a language opens up doors to employment opportunities and introduces new cultures and ways 
of  thinking.  The range of  themes builds on what pupils have learned at KS3 and introduces them to life in 
countries where the target language is spoken. This is an exciting time for language studies, and knowledge of  
a modern foreign language is extremely important for work and industry in Britain and Europe today. Some 
universities now even require prospective candidates to have a good GCSE in a foreign language.  

What will I learn?
There are 3 main themes, which have cross curricular links.

Theme 1: identity and culture
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free-time activities
• Customs and festivals in the target language - speaking countries/communities
Theme 2: local, national, international and global areas of  interest
• Home, town, neighbourhood, and region
• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism
Theme 3: current and future study and employment
• My studies
• Life at school/college
• Education post-16
• Career choices and ambitions

You will take part in a variety of  listening, speaking, reading and writing activities.  Also in Year 10 you will 
be given your own revision guide.  You will be able to write notes in this book and may also take it home to 
revise from.  We will also be working from a variety of  textbooks (French: Métro, Expo and Studio. German: 
Logo, Fokus Deutsch and Stimmt. Spanish: Mira and Viva.)

Pupils can opt for GCSE French, 
German or Spanish

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 
Mr M Walsh 
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 
Exam Board: AQA 

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
www.languagesonline.org.uk  An excellent interactive site
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects  Bitesize revision for GCSE
www.linguascope.com Passwords can be obtained from your teacher
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse For exam specifications, sample papers, 
vocabulary lists and mark schemes

Central to the course are real life situations which you might find abroad, or if  you meet a native speaker. In 
addition, you will get to know more about the culture in the countries where the target language is spoken. 

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE course is divided into 4 Units and each unit is equally weighted (25% each).  Unit 1 (listening) Unit 
2 (speaking), Unit 3 (reading) and Unit 4 (writing). This is a linear course, which means that all exams will take 
place at the end of  the course.

Are there different tiers for GCSE?
GCSE grades will be in numerical format.  All new GCSEs will be graded 9 – 1, rather than A* – G. Grade 
9 will be the highest and equivalent of  an A** (which doesn’t exist currently). GCSE languages have a 
Foundation Tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4 – 9). Students must enter for all four skills at the 
same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same exam period in Year 11.

Where can this subject lead?
Afterwards you may decide to take an A level in one or more of  the languages in the Sixth Form. Former 
students have gone on to read German/French/Spanish at University level. Language qualifications are highly 
valued in many professional areas such as the Foreign Office, Civil Service, education, marketing, research, 
personnel, business and journalism, to name but a few.  

How can parents help?
We encourage all students taking GCSE to watch target language films and read short stories; there are 
lots of  books available in the MFL office. Whenever possible, we will organise trips to the theatre, cinema 
and conferences. We also recommend that students visit the websites below for additional learning. Finally, 
practice does make perfect, so the more exposure you can get to listening, reading, speaking and writing in 
the target language, the better your languages and final grade will be. Please encourage students to translate 
simple texts to and from the target language, as this will help build linguistic skills. Knowledge of  key grammar 
and structures is also essential, and this is covered in lessons, on the websites below and in the revision guides 
that pupils are given in Year 10. Pupils should also adopt a structured approach to learning key vocabulary by 
topic on a regular basis.  With vocab learning, the motto is usually “little and often”.  



Why study Geography?

Do you want to: 
• Learn about and understand the complex world you live in? 
• Develop essential research and analytical skills that will help 
 you with other subjects and future employment? 
• Complete practical work outside the classroom, in locations 
 such as East London, Brighton and Italy?
• Learn through investigating and a variety of  other active teaching and learning methods, rather than just 

listening and reading? 

If  the answer to these questions is yes, then Geography is the subject for you! 

What will I learn? 
You will learn about our changing, exciting and diverse world through the study of  three units: 

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues – this will give you a sound understanding of  the global processes and 
issues our planet faces including hazards, development and urbanisation. 

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues – this focuses upon the UK and how our physical and human landscape 
evolves. This involves fieldwork, including both urban and coastal/river themes. 

Unit 3: Making Geographical Decisions – by studying a topic such as tropical rainforests or resource use in 
detail, you will learn how to make decisions based on evidence studied and develop skills valuable not only to 
geography, but to all aspects of  life. 

How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 and 2 are worth 37.5% each and Unit 3 is worth 25% of  your final grade. Students are assessed 
through exams at the end of  the course. 

Where will GCSE Geography take me? 
Geography will help you develop the skills needed to understand the social, economic and environmental 
issues that the world faces. Your study of  geography throughout key stage 3 will have helped prepare you 
to think like a geographer and this course will develop these skills and take your understanding of  concepts 
further. Employers and universities value the broad range of  transferable skills that geography delivers and 
the subject fits neatly with both science and art based subjects. So whether you are interested in a career in 
planning, resource and environmental management, tourism or journalism, to name but a few, this course 
could be the one for you! 

To find out more contact your geography teacher.

Geography GCSE

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
www.timeforgeography.co.uk
www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
www.rgs.org

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr A Hudson
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
Exam Board: Edexcel B

Excel Functional Skills English Levels 1 & 2 

This course is for students who do not study French, German 
or Spanish GCSE.

It offers an additional programme of  English via studying for 
an English Level 1 or 2 Functional Skills qualification taught by 
either the SENDCo, Deputy SENDCo or EAL Coordinator. 
(The programme is in addition to English Literature & English 
Language GCSE which all students study).

The aim of  this qualification is to give students the opportunity to:
• Develop their skills and competencies in English
• Achieve a nationally recognised qualification
• Prepare for employment
• Progress to further education

What will I learn?
There are three components to this course and qualification: Speaking, Listening & Communication, Reading 
and Writing. The lessons are taught in small groups and you will be given regular opportunities to identify 
and understand the role that English plays in the world in order for you to function as an effective citizen. 
You will learn to take full part in both formal and informal discussions; to read and understand a range 
of  straightforward texts; to write a range of  texts to communicate information, ideas and opinions, using 
formats and styles suitable for the audience and purpose. We very much try to match the requirements of  
the qualification to your needs and interests in terms of  the topics we incorporate to make the topics relevant 
and current.

How will I be assessed?
The Reading & Writing components of  this qualification are externally set and externally assessed. The 
Speaking, Listening & Communication component is set by the school but externally assessed by Edexcel 
Examiners.

Component Assessment detail
Reading One 60 minute examination
Writing One 60 minute examination
SLC Task 1 is a talk to a small peer group and a Q&A session

Task 2 is a formal discussion

Personalised Learning 

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mrs Claire Lewis 
SENDCo
enquiries@chiswickschool.org



History GCSE

Why study History?
Without knowledge of  the past, you’ll be left behind in the future. How will you know if  a newspaper, your 
boss or even your own government is trying to manipulate you without studying history first?
 
Do you …
 •   Want to deal with BIG questions? 
 •   Want to think for yourself ? 
 •   Want to develop your analytical skills?
 •   Want an overview of  the history of  the last two millennia AND the opportunity to study some  
     more modern topics in detail? 

A GCSE in history provides you with the skills to evaluate, analyse, question, interpret, understand 
significance and communicate in a clear and concise manner, to read a text and understand its bias. You’ll 
encounter the rich and the poor; kings and presidents; democrats and dictators; priests and gangsters; the 
powerful and the powerless. We’ll study every question from as many different angles and points of  view as 
possible. This brand new GCSE history course has been designed to help you develop all the skills you need 
to be an active and informed citizen in an ever-changing world. It is a fascinating subject that informs your 
writing and your understanding of  the world as it is today.

How will I be assessed?
One of  the main aims of  the course is to encourage you to ask questions and investigate how the past has 
been represented and interpreted by different people in different ways. You will look at a wide variety of  
evidence, including films, photographs, cartoons and people’s opinions and draw your own conclusions about 
the past. 

The History course is made up of  3 papers which contain 1-2 units each:

• Paper 1: Medicine in Britain, c. 1250 - present day, including study of  Medicine on the Western Front 

(30% of  final mark)

• Paper 2a: Cold War and Superpower Relations, 1941-1991 (20% of  final mark)

• Paper 2b: Reigns of  King Richard I and King John, 1189-1216 (20% of  final mark)

• Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 (30% of  final mark)

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 

Ms Nonnenmacher
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Where can this subject lead?
• It is true that history lends itself  more easily to reading/writing/research based careers like law and 

journalism, but history is an academic option – all colleges and universities believe that it develops 
excellent skills which are necessary for all careers.

• History is an academic subject and one of  the subjects that comprises the English Baccalaureate, 
therefore it is respected by employers, colleges and universities alike. We have had students study 
History at A level who have gone on to study medicine or art and design at University. Many bankers 
and lawyers start with a history degree because they want to be worldly wise, but also because it is so 
well regarded in terms of  academia and employment. 

How can parents help?
• Be supportive and encouraging!
• Encourage students to read books or good quality newspapers to extend and improve their analytical 

language.
• Keep abreast of  the homework set - check Seneca and Show My Homework and support students to 

get this completed on time.
• Ask about tests, assessments and timed essays in class. Allow your child to go through the assessment 

with you and test them for content knowledge.
• Allow your child to explain to you how they would structure an answer for each element of  their 

GCSE.

See the history information for KS4 on the school website. 

Contact: Ms Kichenside, Mr McLoughlin, Ms Nonnenmacher, Ms Lodge, Mr Brown, Mr Williams.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/  (is a GREAT website!!)
http://spartacus-educational.com/ 
http://www.historyonthenet.com/ 
http://www.history.com/ 
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/gcselinks
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html  (for past papers and advice on how the paper 
will be marked)
http://www.YouTube.com (is a good place to look for historical clips and films)
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories
http://www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory/
http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/coldwar/G6/default.htm



Why study Short Course Religious Studies 
GCSE? 

All students are entitled to study religion within the national 
curriculum.  In order to ensure that this feels purposeful for our 
students, we offer the AQA short course as our core curriculum.  
This is a formal qualification which is equivalent to half  a GCSE.  
Students who do not choose to take GCSE RS within their
options are entered for this exam.  Short course Religious 
Studies provides the opportunity for students to study two religions 
and two philosophical and ethical themes. 

The academic study of  religion, philosophy and ethics provides students with the knowledge to have a 
critical perspective on different religions and a wide range of  highly relevant global issues.  Students who take 
religious studies learn to think critically from a position of  genuine understanding

What will I learn?
Section A: The study of  religions - beliefs and teachings of  Christianity and Islam:

Christianity: including beliefs about God; the Trinity; the Afterlife and beliefs relating to Jesus.

Islam: including beliefs about Allah; the Afterlife and beliefs relating to Prophethood; the Qur’an and the 
Imamate in Shi’a Islam.

Section B: Thematic studies - religious, philosophical and ethical studies:

Relationships and families: including beliefs about the importance of  family; sex, marriage and divorce and 
gender equality.

Religion, peace and conflict: including beliefs about: violence and pacifism; just war theory and the use of  
weapons of  mass destruction. 

How the short course GCSE is assessed?
One written exam which is 1 hour and 45 minutes long.

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mrs K Rogers
Deputy Director of Sixth Form

enquiries@chiswickschool.org

RS (Short course Religious 
Studies GCSE)

PSHCE

PSHCE education is a subject through which pupils develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to 
keep themselves healthy and safe, and prepare for life and work in modern Britain. As well as the one hour 
each week in timetabled lessons, workshops and theatre groups are invited into school to work with the 
pupils on relevant and current themes. We aim to make the lessons as current and relevant as we can.

Year 10 and 11 pupils receive a series of  lessons throughout the two years focusing on 4 main themes; 

1. Relationships, Sex and Health Education 
2. Diversity 
3. Drugs Education 
4. Careers and Finance education 

The overarching aim for PSHCE education is to provide pupils with:

• Accurate and relevant knowledge
• Opportunities to turn that knowledge into personal understanding
• Opportunities to explore, clarify and if  necessary challenge, their own and others’ values, attitudes, 

beliefs, rights and responsibilities.
• The skills, language and strategies they need in order to live healthy, safe, fulfilling, responsible and 

balanced lives.

Following the guidelines of  the new 2020 SRE curriculum the topics we focus on particularly at KS4 are: 
different types of  families, marriage and civil partnerships; roles and responsibilities of  parents and carers; 
healthy and unhealthy relationships; reasons to adopt or foster; fertility treatment; sexual health; basic first 
aid; mental health; addictions to games and gambling and internet safety and harms. 

For additional information 
please contact or visit:

Miss Kitteringham
Head of Department
enquiries@chiswickschool.org



Options
◊ GCSE Art and Design

◊ GCSE Business Studies

◊ GCSE Citizenship

◊ GCSE Computer Science

◊ GCSE Geography

◊ GCSE History

◊ GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

◊ GCSE Latin

◊ GCSE Music

◊ BTEC Performing Arts

◊ GCSE PE

◊ GCSE Psychology

◊ GCSE Religious Studies

◊ GCSE Option Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple Science)

◊ GCSE Spanish 

◊ OCR Sport Science Level 1/2

◊ GCSE Three Dimensional Design

◊ GCSE Textiles



Why Choose Business 
Business is a practical course using real life businesses as examples. 
You will learn skills to help you in decision making and put forward 
arguments to persuade others.  When you leave school you may be working for a business or other 
organisation, and after studying Business you will have an insight into just how businesses operate, including 
how to set up a business of  your own. So why should you not be the next Richard Branson or Sir Alan Sugar?

What will I learn? 
You’ll start by exploring the world of  small businesses through the lens of  an entrepreneur. You will learn how 
to develop an idea, spot an opportunity and turn it into a successful business. You will understand how to 
make a business effective, manage money and see how the world around us affects small businesses and all 
the people involved. 

Then you’ll move on to investigating business growth. How does a business develop beyond the start-up 
phase? You’ll learn about meeting customer needs, making marketing, operational, financial and human 
resourcing decisions and you’ll explore how the wider world impacts the business as it grows.

How will I be assessed?
This qualification will be assessed in two equally weighted exam papers. There is no coursework.

Paper 1 - Theme 1: Investigating small business Paper 2 - Theme 2: Building a business
Written exam: 90 minutes, 90 marks: 50% of  the total 
GCSE. Multiple choice, calculation, short-answer and 
extended-writing questions

Written exam: 90 minutes, 90 marks: 50% of  the 
total GCSE. Multiple choice, calculation, short-
answer and extended-writing questions

What will this course lead to?
Business can lead on to many vocational qualifications and is a good stepping stone for you in A level subjects, 
especially economics, accountancy and of  course A level Business. Many university degree courses can be 
combined with Business Studies including Retail Management, Events Management, Sports Management and 
Business Administration. Future careers are varied and, apart from setting up your own business, you could 
go into accountancy, marketing, personnel, retailing, banking, manufacturing, public relations, publishing and 
even teaching.

How can parents help?
Discuss news items that relate to business and the economy to keep your child up to date with what is going 
on in the business world and provide them with examples to use in their assessments. Encourage them to 
watch programmes like Dragons’ Den and The Apprentice and to read business/ economic articles in the 
press. Discuss your job and the organisation that you work in with your child so that they become more 
familiar with the world of  work and the way that organisations function.

Why choose Art and Design?
• You will have the opportunity to express yourself  in a personal and meaningful way through your artwork  
 and build a portfolio of  highly developed artwork
• You will continue developing your artistic skills, through ambitious and exciting projects
• You will have the opportunity to experiment with a wide range of  materials and techniques
• You will get to go on trips to some of  the most interesting Art Galleries in London
• You will have the option to then move on to A-Level Art and eventually be able to join an Art & Design  
 course at University.

By joining our GCSE Art & Design course, you will be entering a highly creative environment, with other 
talented students who will be just as interested in the topic as you are. You must be willing to make a 
concentrated effort both in and out of  school as the course requires independent work to be completed each 
week. This is an essential and integral part of  the course. All students will be encouraged to work in a variety 
of  materials, both two and three dimensional.

The two year course will be divided into units focusing on a range of  topics, from portrait and figurative 
painting to abstract and experimental art. These units will make the 60% of  the final GCSE grade.

At the end of  the third year, students will complete the Externally Set Assignment Project, issued by our exam 
board, AQA. This project alone comprises 40% of  the GCSE grade.

Every project during this two year course will be assessed against the Assessment Objectives, as set by AQA:
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/specification-at-a-glance

What can parents do to support?
Pupils will need essential materials to complete homework, such as good quality pencils and acrylic paint, as 
well as some space to complete their practical work. A decent camera or camera-phone will also be useful, 
as taking photographs is an important part of  this course. Besides school trips, students will need to visit 
galleries to collect important artist research information on their own, over the holidays or weekends.
Students are expected to spend approximately 3-4 hours each week working independently to complete 
assigned tasks. The Art Department will always be open to students after school, to offer support as well as 
resources.

Every piece of  work, from the first day, is assessed to produce the overall GCSE grade at the end of  the 
course. 

For more information please contact Mr Matsangouras.

Art and Design GCSE
For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr Matsangouras
Head of Art
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: AQA

Business Studies 
GCSE

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
http://www.tutor2u.net/
www.edexcel.com
http://www.thetimes100.co.uk/
http://www.businessed.co.uk/

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Ms S Momoh
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: Edexcel 



Citizenship GCSE
Why study Citizenship GCSE? 

Life skills 
Citizenship education is an excellent choice for a GCCE 
because it helps to equip young people to deal with situations 
of  conflict and controversy knowledgeably and tolerantly. It helps 
to equip them to understand the consequences of  their actions, and those of  the adults around them.
Citizenship Education aims to enable young people to leave education with a grasp of  the political, legal and 
economic functions of  adult society, and with the social and moral awareness to thrive in it.

Further Education 
The Citizenship GCSE covers government and politics, economics, media, law and global issues. This makes 
the subject very credible when applying to do A levels and university. During A levels and throughout 
university the ability to think critically is crucial. Students are encouraged to think for themselves and improve 
their advocacy skills. 

Confidence 
Citizenship education is also important because it builds character and develops the skills that employers are 
crying out for, such as communication, initiative, social interaction and teamwork.

Job opportunities 
Citizenship education enables students to make a positive contribution by developing the expertise and 
experience needed to claim their rights and understand their responsibilities, preparing them for the 
challenges and opportunities of  adult and working life. 

Who should pick Citizenship?  
Students who are willing to work hard, listen to varied viewpoints and participate in group activities should 
apply for this course. It is particularly useful for students who are interested in studying Law in the future.

Break down of the syllabus 
1. Living together in the UK (migration, identity, diversity, rights, duties).
2. Democracy at work in the UK (electoral systems, MPs, government, scrutiny, law making, devolution, 

public finances).
3. Law and Justice (rationale, effects, justice system, crime, forms of  punishment).
4. Power and Influence (action how citizens, governments & media exercise power forms of  government).
5. Taking Citizenship action.

Exam Paper 1 (50% total) 1hr 45 mins
• Section A - Living together in the UK (11%)
• Section B - Democracy at work in the UK (11%)
• Section C - Law and Justice (11%)
• Section D - Citizenship issues & debates (17%)

Exam Paper 2 (50% total) 1hr 45 mins
3 sections plus source booklet

• Section A – Own Citizenship action (15%). 
• Section B – Power & Influence (others’ actions) (10%)
• Section C – Power & Influence (25%) 

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Miss Kitteringham
Head of Department 
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 
Exam board: Edexcel

Computer Science GCSE

What will I learn? 
GCSE Computer Science is a demanding course which is designed to give students a real, in-depth 
understanding of  how computer technology works. It goes ‘behind the scenes’ to look at how computers 
work and includes an introduction to computer programming. Hardware and software systems will be 
investigated from a technical and scientific perspective. There is a greater emphasis on ‘computational 
thinking’ and cyber security. The main skills required from students for the programming elements of  the 
course are logical and analytical methods of  thinking. Students will learn a high level programming language 
such as Python or Java and apply these skills.

Where can this subject take me? 
GCSE Computer Science offers a natural progression to Level 3 Computer Science courses and provides an 
introduction to careers in programming and IT. It is also a great way to develop critical thinking, analysis and 
problem-solving skills, which can be transferred to further learning and to everyday life.

How parents can help 
Parents should familiarise themselves with all the assignments, deadlines and exam dates. Secondly
parents should ensure that a sufficient amount of  coursework and homework is being completed
regularly by their child whilst using the knowledge organisers to support them. Students will have the option 
of  revision guides to support them on the course and these can be purchased through student services or 
Parentmail. Finally all lessons will be uploaded on google drive and students are able to complete any missed 
work.

How will I be assessed? 
Continued on the next page....

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr K Mahon 
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 

Exam Board: OCR

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
OCR Website: http://ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse-computer-science-j276-from-2016/
GCSE Computing: gcsecomputing.org.uk
Learn Street – hJp://www.learnstreet.com/
Code Academy – hJp://www.codecademy.com/
Code Avengers – hJp://www.codeavengers.com/ 



The OCR Computing Course consists of  the following units:

Why study Geography?
Do you want to: 

• Learn about and understand the complex world you live in? 
• Develop essential research and analytical skills that will help 

you with other subjects and future employment? 
• Complete practical work outside the classroom, in locations 

such as East London, Brighton and Italy?
• Learn through investigating and a variety of  other active teaching and learning methods, rather than just 

listening and reading? 

If  the answer to these questions is yes, then Geography is the subject for you! 

What will I learn? 
You will learn about our changing, exciting and diverse world through the study of  three units: 

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues – this will give you a sound understanding of  the global processes and 
issues our planet faces including hazards, development and urbanisation. 

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues – this focuses upon the UK and how our physical and human landscape 
evolves. This involves fieldwork, including both urban and coastal/river themes. 

Unit 3: Making Geographical Decisions – by studying a topic such as tropical rainforests or resource use in 
detail, you will learn how to make decisions based on evidence studied and develop skills valuable not only to 
geography, but to all aspects of  life. 

How will I be assessed? 
Unit 1 and 2 are worth 37.5% each and Unit 3 is worth 25% of  your final grade. Students are assessed 
through exams at the end of  the course. 

Where will GCSE Geography take me? 
Geography will help you develop the skills needed to understand the social, economic and environmental 
issues that the world faces. Your study of  geography throughout key stage 3 will have helped prepare you 
to think like a geographer and this course will develop these skills and take your understanding of  concepts 
further. Employers and universities value the broad range of  transferable skills that geography delivers and 
the subject fits neatly with both science and art based subjects. So whether you are interested in a career in 
planning, resource and environmental management, tourism or journalism, to name but a few, this course 
could be the one for you! 

To find out more contact your geography teacher.

Geography GCSE

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
www.timeforgeography.co.uk
www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg
www.rgs.org

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr A Hudson
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 
Exam Board: Edexcel B



History GCSE

Why study History?
Without knowledge of  the past, you’ll be left behind in the future. How will you know if  a newspaper, your 
boss or even your own government is trying to manipulate you without studying history first?
 
Do you …
 •   Want to deal with BIG questions? 
 •   Want to think for yourself ? 
 •   Want to develop your analytical skills?
 •   Want an overview of  the history of  the last two millennia AND the opportunity to study some  
     more modern topics in detail? 

A GCSE in history provides you with the skills to evaluate, analyse, question, interpret, understand 
significance and communicate in a clear and concise manner, to read a text and understand its bias. You’ll 
encounter the rich and the poor; kings and presidents; democrats and dictators; priests and gangsters; the 
powerful and the powerless. We’ll study every question from as many different angles and points of  view as 
possible. This brand new GCSE history course has been designed to help you develop all the skills you need 
to be an active and informed citizen in an ever-changing world. It is a fascinating subject that informs your 
writing and your understanding of  the world as it is today.

How will I be assessed?
One of  the main aims of  the course is to encourage you to ask questions and investigate how the past has 
been represented and interpreted by different people in different ways. You will look at a wide variety of  
evidence, including films, photographs, cartoons and people’s opinions and draw your own conclusions about 
the past. 

The History course is made up of  3 papers which contain 1-2 units each:

• Paper 1: Medicine in Britain, c. 1250 - present day, including study of  Medicine on the Western Front 

(30% of  final mark)

• Paper 2a: Cold War and Superpower Relations, 1941-1991 (20% of  final mark)

• Paper 2b: Reigns of  King Richard I and King John, 1189-1216 (20% of  final mark)

• Paper 3: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939 (30% of  final mark)

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 

Ms Nonnenmacher
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 

Exam Board: Edexcel 

Where can this subject lead?
• It is true that history lends itself  more easily to reading/writing/research based careers like law and 

journalism, but history is an academic option – all colleges and universities believe that it develops 
excellent skills which are necessary for all careers.

• History is an academic subject and one of  the subjects that comprises the English Baccalaureate, 
therefore it is respected by employers, colleges and universities alike. We have had students study 
History at A level who have gone on to study medicine or art and design at University. Many bankers 
and lawyers start with a history degree because they want to be worldly wise, but also because it is so 
well regarded in terms of  academia and employment. 

How can parents help?
• Be supportive and encouraging!
• Encourage students to read books or good quality newspapers to extend and improve their analytical 

language.
• Keep abreast of  the homework set - check Seneca and Show My Homework and support students to 

get this completed on time.
• Ask about tests, assessments and timed essays in class. Allow your child to go through the assessment 

with you and test them for content knowledge.
• Allow your child to explain to you how they would structure an answer for each element of  their 

GCSE.

See the history information for KS4 on the school website. 

Contact: Ms Kichenside, Mr McLoughlin, Ms Nonnenmacher, Ms Lodge, Mr Brown, Mr Williams.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/history/  (is a GREAT website!!)
http://spartacus-educational.com/ 
http://www.historyonthenet.com/ 
http://www.history.com/ 
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/gcselinks
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/home.html  (for past papers and advice on how the paper 
will be marked)
http://www.YouTube.com (is a good place to look for historical clips and films)
http://www.british-history.ac.uk/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cbbc/shows/horrible-histories
http://www.hodderplus.co.uk/modernworldhistory/
http://www.learningcurve.gov.uk/coldwar/G6/default.htm



Food Preparation and 
Nutrition GCSE

Why study Food Preparation and Nutrition?
Have you ever watched the Great British Bake off or Master Chef  and got excited about the skills and pace, making 
really good quality dishes and foods? Do you sometimes think about the issues related to nutrition and food safety? Do 
you enjoy researching, planning, sampling different types of  foods, evaluating – and cooking of  course! If  you know you 
are fairly organised, able to work independently and in a team, then this exciting and creative subject might be for you.

This new GCSE has been described as “anchored in the world of  real food and real cooking... and sensibly directed 
towards food careers that actually involve cooking” (Hugh Fearnley-Whittingstall, chef, food writer and campaigner).
The Food course has been designed to provide people like YOU develop a range of  specialist and general food 
preparation and cooking skills. You will also gain an insight into the Hospitality sector and the potential careers it can 
lead to ranging from chefs to journalism to a sports nutritionist.

What will I learn?
1. Effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a variety of  food ingredients whilst using different  
 cooking techniques and equipment.
2. The functional properties and chemical characteristics of  food as well as a sound knowledge of  the nutritional   
 content of  food and drinks.
3. The relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological and psychological effects of  poor diet  
 and health.
4. The economic, environmental, ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production processes, diet  
 and health choices.
5. Functional and nutritional properties, sensory qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when   
 preparing, processing, storing, cooking and serving food.
6. A range of  ingredients and processes from different culinary traditions (traditional British and international) to inspire  
 new ideas or modify existing recipes.

Students will demonstrate a range of  skills from portioning meat, filleting fish, making a variety of  sauces and gravies and 
learn how to make foods ‘taken for granted’ from scratch eg, bread, pasta, pastry, etc and food styling. 

Alongside this range of  skills students will also develop their understanding of  food poisoning, nutritional values, meal 
planning, sustainability and diet related health risks eg. diabetes, heart disease, stroke etc.

To support learning, students have been fortunate to visit Borough Market and bread workshops at Bread Ahead 
bakery.

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Ms  B Simmons
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: WJEC (Eduqas)

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/design/foodtech/     
https://www.nutrition.org.uk/ 
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/ 
https://www.thecaterer.com/ 
http://www.bbcgoodfood.com/ 
http://www.jamieshomecookingskills.com/
http://www.food.gov.uk/

How will I be assessed?

Component 1 Section A: questions based on stimulus 
material. 

Section B: structured, short and extended 
response questions to assess content related 
to food preparation and nutrition.

Examination/Assessment

Written examination
1 hour 45 minutes
Max 100 marks

% of total mark

50%

Component 2 Assessment 1: Food Investigation
A scientific food investigation which will 
assess the learner’s knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to scientific principles 
underlying the preparation and cooking of  
food. 

Assessment 2: The Food Preparation 
Prepare, cook and present a menu which 
assesses the learner’s knowledge, skills and 
understanding in relation to the planning, 
preparation, cooking and presentation of  food.

Examination/Assessment

Non-examination assessment:  
Internally assessed, externally 
moderated
Assessment 1: 8 hours
Assessment 2:  12 hours

% of total mark

50%

Where can this subject lead?
Food is an obvious preparation for the future as it can lead to exciting and well-paid career opportunities such as buying 
and marketing for food companies; food journalism; catering; food marketing; product development; food sampler; diet 
related industries; cookery writers; food stylists for TV, films and magazines; nutritionists; dieticians; hotel management; 
chef, event planner; food lawyer; sports nutritionist; nursing and more. Food Technologists are much sought after and it 
is estimated that there are three jobs for every graduate leaving university. 

A sample of  further education courses includes Level 2 or Level 3 Professional Cookery, Culinary Arts, Level 3 Events 
Management.  

In addition, the course will help to develop many more important skills:
•  Decision making
•  Problem solving
•  Organisational skills
•  Life skills
•  Independent skills
•  Team working skills
•  Information and communication skills.

How can parents help?
Encourage your child to plan, prepare and cook meals either with you or for you using a recipe. Encourage 
them to watch cookery competitions and socials on TV eg. Great British Bake Off, Saturday Kitchen, and try to discuss 
favourite chefs or foods and flavours. Visit food markets eg. Borough Market, Camden Market, South Bank – sellers 
allow you to sample their foods for free. There are many factual programmes that focus on where food comes from 
and how it is manufactured eg. Food Unwrapped, Jamie’s Superfoods. 



USEFUL WEBSITE:  
http://www.wjec.co.uk/qualifications/latin-level-1-2-certificate/index.html

Latin GCSE

“A qualification in Latin is viewed very favourably by many top universities as it demonstrates not only a secure 
understanding of  grammar and literacy, but also an ability to think logically”.

Why Study Latin? 
When you study Latin you see immediate benefits in your spoken and written English. Many words in English 
come from Latin. You will also gain an expanded vocabulary and an understanding of  word formation that can 
help even with unfamiliar words; these skills are particularly useful for students planning to enter fields with 
large technical vocabularies. Those of  medicine and law, for example, are primarily based on Latin. Studying 
Latin provides training in logical thinking, boosting cognitive processes essential for maths, science, and 
engineering.  You will also learn about Roman Civilisation and be exposed to key literature and texts in Latin. 
The exam consists of  3 components:

Component 1: Latin Language: Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes; 50% of  qualification
Section A:  A range of  short comprehension questions testing understanding of  the storyline (55% of  the 
marks for this component.) Translation of  a passage from Latin into English, with a gradation of  difficulty 
(35% of  the marks for this component).
Section B: Either translation from English into Latin or the permitted alternative (i.e. recognise, analyse, and 
explain items of  syntax and accidence) (10% of  the marks for this component). 

Component 2: Latin Literature and Sources (Themes): Written examination: 1 hour 15 minutes; 30% of  
qualification
A prescription of  Latin literature, both prose and verse, on a theme together with prescribed ancient source 
materials on the same theme. A choice of  two themes is offered, to be chosen by your teacher. This is an 
open-book assessment: in the examination room, learners will be provided with a clean copy of  the resource 
booklet by WJEC. 

Component 3: Roman Civilisation: Written examination: 1 hour; 20% of  qualification
A prescribed topic of  Roman Civilisation. A choice of  one of  two topics is offered, to be chosen by your 
teacher. 

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Dr C Franco
Teacher of Latin 
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 

Exam Board: WJEC
GCSE (1-9 scale).                 
This is a linear qualification.

Music GCSE

Why study Music?
The course is split into 3 main areas:

• Performance – 30% (coursework)

• Composition – 30% (coursework)

• Listening and appraising – 40% (listening exam)

Part of Course Assessment Topic Covered by 
Assessment

PAPER 1
Performance (coursework)

2 pieces to be recorded at school 
under controlled conditions.

Students attend instrumental 
lessons throughout the course. 
They prepare 1 solo piece and 1 
ensemble piece.

PAPER 2
Composition (coursework)

Completed throughout the 
2 year course during controlled 
assessment time.

2 final compositions submitted. 
One is a free composition set by 
the exam board and one from 
a brief. These can be for live 
instrument/ensemble or using 
music software.

Listening & Appraising.

Students study a group of  8 set 
works from a range of  styles and 
periods developing their listening, 
theory and analytical skills.

1 hour 30 mins Areas of Study include:
AOS 1 – 
Instrumental Music 1780-1820
AOS 2 - 
Vocal Music
AOS 3 – 
Music for Stage and Screen
AOS 4 – 
Fusions

 
Textbooks
• Edexcel GCSE Music, J. Arkell & J. Martin, Pearson .
• GCSE Music Edexcel ‘Areas of  Study’ Revision Guide, CGP.

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Ms C Perry
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 

Examination Board: Edexcel



USEFUL WEBSITES:  
www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/music/
www.musictheory.net

Any other ways parents can support
• The most effective parent support is to encourage your child to practice their instrument regularly at 

home. For beginner students 3 x 20 minute sessions per week are appropriate. For more advanced 
students a minimum of  3 x ½ hour practise sessions is advisable.

• All students should be having professional instrumental lessons on their instrument. Please contact Ms 
Perry immediately if  this is not already happening to see if  assistance can be given from the school.

• Encouraging students to broaden their appreciation and knowledge of  music from various musical 
periods is helpful. Listening to both the music and commentary on Classic FM or Radio 3 is a good 
place to start.

• Music concerts are another nice way to explore different music. Concerts focussing on the Baroque, 
Classical or Romantic periods are relevant, as are any other concerts that include styles of  music 
covered in the syllabus.

• Many students have been asked to buy Music Theory in Practice Grade 1 (ABRSM). Please encourage 
your son/daughter to work through this book as regularly as possible. The AB Guide to Music Theory 
Volume 1 is a useful textbook to assist with the completing of  the exercises.

• An app is available for mobile devices called ‘GCSE Music’.  This is a cheap, relevant and useful 
resource for student revision.

BTEC Technical award in 
Performing Arts

The BTEC is the new Drama qualification that we are following at the school. It is a more practical 
qualification and allows for more performances over the two years.  The qualification is seen as the same 
weighting as a GCSE and is accepted by all colleges and 6th forms as such. 

You would need to be: 
• Enthusiastic about Performing Arts and be willing to perform regularly 
• Be good as working with others
• Be good at working independently and to a tight timescale
• Be willing to work outside of  class time when necessary
• Be open to new experiences and ideas.

You will perform regularly in front of  a paying audience and be expected to take an active role in the wider 
performing arts extra curriculum. 

The course requires you complete 3 components:

Component 1: Exploring the Performing Arts Levels:  Learners will develop their understanding of  the 
performing arts by examining practitioners’ work and the processes used to create performance.   This is 
internally assessed. 

Component 2: Developing Skills and Techniques in the Performing Arts: Learners will develop their 
performing arts skills and techniques through the reproduction of  acting, dance and/or musical theatre 
repertoire as performers.  This is internally assessed.    

Component 3: Responding to a Brief:  Learners will be given the opportunity to work as part of  a group 
to contribute to a workshop performance as either a performer or designer in response to a given brief  and 
stimulus. This is externally assessed.

The course has no “formal” exam, rather an externally assessed unit. Students will  be required to keep 
a detailed log book over the two years that  includes a diary of  their rehearsals and lessons as well as 
independent research and analysis. 

In addition to the performances students will also be given regular access to the theatre and theatre 
practitioners. 

The course leads directly to the BTEC Extended Diploma in Performing Arts that we will be offering at KS5. 

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr T Robinson
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: Edexcel (BTEC)



Physical Education
GCSE

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr B Hird
Curriculum Team Leader  
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: AQA

Why study?
Welcome to GCSE Physical Education! The content of  this course is designed to allow students to enjoy and 
understand the benefits of  living a healthy and active lifestyle and provide a route to further study in the field 
of  Physical Education and Sport. GCSE lessons will be a mixture of  practical lessons, which will develop your 
ability in certain sports, and theory lessons covering the specification for the final exam. If  you enjoy sport, 
this is the subject for you.

What will I learn?
Students will have the opportunity to learn about the following subject content:
1. Applied anatomy and physiology
2. Movement analysis
3. Physical training
4. Use of  data
5. Sports psychology
6. Socio-cultural influences
7. Health, fitness and well-being

How am I assessed?

Paper 1: The human body and movement in physical activity and sport

• Applied anatomy and physiology
• Movement analysis
• Physical training
• Use of  data

How it is assessed:
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
78 marks
30% of  GCSE
A mixture of  multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer 
questions.

Paper 2: Socio-cultural influences and well-being in physical activity and sport

• Sports psychology
• Socio-cultural influences
• Health, fitness and well-being
• Use of  data

How it is assessed:
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes / 78 marks / 30% of  GCSE
A mixture of  multiple choice/objective test questions, short answer questions and extended answer 
questions.

Non-exam assessment: Practical performance in physical activity and sport.

Practical performance in three different physical activities in the role of  player/performer (one in a team 
activity, one in an individual activity and a third in either a team or in an individual activity).
 
Analysis and evaluation of  performance to bring about improvement in one activity

Assessed by teachers and moderated by AQA
100 marks
40% of  GCSE

For each of  their three activities, students will be assessed in skills in progressive drills (10 marks per activity) 
and in the full context (15 marks per activity).

Students will be assessed on their analysis (15 marks) and evaluation (10 marks) of  performance to bring 
about improvement in one activity.

Where can this subject lead?
Students will have the opportunity to continue their studies further by taking A level Physical Education or 
Level 3 Vocational Sport courses. In addition to this the subject content provides many cross-curricular links 
with other subjects.

How can parents help?
• Support their child’s learning by spending time using the revision guide/exercise book provided to test 

their understanding. 
• Check to ensure that homework is completed to the best of  their ability and on time. 
• Encourage their child to regularly visit PE revision websites such ‘BBC Bitesize’ and attend a range of  

extracurricular clubs to improve their knowledge, skills and strategies.
• Parents can record their child playing their sport in a competitive setting to help with evidence of  their 

practical ability.

Additional Information
Pupils must be competing in a sport at club level or above to join the course. If  a pupil regularly takes part in 
teams for the school they may also be considered.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
AQA specification link - www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/physical-education/gcse/physical-education-8582 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/znyb4wx
http://www.teachpe.com/
http://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/pe



Psychology GCSE
For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Miss Parker
Psychology Teacher
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Why study Psychology GCSE?
Psychology is often described as the “Science of  the mind” 
Psychology helps us to develop an understanding of  ourselves 
and the people around us, explaining why people act, think and 
feel in a certain way. Psychologists use human behaviour as a clue 
to the workings of  the mind. Although we cannot observe the 
mind directly, everything we do, think, feel and say is determined 
by the functioning of  the mind. 

What will I learn?
GCSE Psychology will introduce you to the fundamentals of  Psychology, and help you to develop critical 
analysis, independent thinking and research skills. There are wide range of  topics covered including: memory, 
perception, development, social influence, depression and addiction.

How will I be assessed
GCSE Psychology is assessed through two exam papers; both are worth 50% of  the final GCSE grade. The 
questions asked range from multiple choice up to longer answer questions. Each exam lasts for 1 hour 45 
minutes and is worth 100 marks.

Where can this subject lead?
Psychology is offered as a core A Level once entering sixth form and the GCSE will lay the foundations for 
this. Potential careers include: psychologist, health worker, social worker, law, teaching, sports, journalism, 
counselling, research assistant and many more. 

Religious Studies GCSE

Why study Religious Studies GCSE?
GCSE Religious Studies provides the opportunity for students to study two religions and four philosophical 
and ethical themes. The specification includes the critical evaluation of  two of  the world’s major faiths and 
the opportunity to comparatively study their approach to a range of  philosophical and ethical topics. In the 
themes paper, which is comprised of  four philosophical and ethical themes, students also engage with non- 
religious worldviews such as atheism and humanism.

The academic study of  religion, philosophy and ethics provides students with the knowledge to have a 
critical perspective on different religions and a wide range of  highly relevant global issues. Students who take 
religious studies learn to think critically from a position of  genuine understanding.

What will I learn?
The study of religion – options: Students who choose GCSE RS will be asked to select from the 
following two options.  Courses will be run according to numbers:

Christianity and Buddhism:
We study various aspects of  Christian beliefs, including: The qualities of  God; The Trinity; The Problem 
of  Evil and Suffering; Creation; Jesus and Salvation. We also study Christian practices, including: Worship; 
Baptism, The Eucharist; Pilgrimage; The role of  Church in the Community and Christian Responses to 
Poverty.

We study various aspects of  Buddhist beliefs, including: Life of  the Buddha; The Three Marks of  Existence; 
Dependent Arising; The Four Noble Truths and The Noble Eightfold Path. We also study Buddhist practices, 
including: The Six Perfections; The Five Precepts; Worship; Meditation; Death and Mourning Rituals; Festivals 
and Retreats.

Or 

Christianity and Islam:
We study various aspects of  Christian beliefs, including: The Qualities of  God; The Trinity; The Problem of  
Evil and Suffering; Creation; Jesus and salvation. 

We also study Christian practices, including: Worship; Baptism, The Eucharist; Pilgrimage; The Role of  
Church in the Community and Christian Responses to Poverty.

We study various aspects of  Muslim beliefs, including: The Six Articles of  Faith (Sunni); The Five Roots of  

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 

Mrs K Rogers
Deputy Director of Sixth Form  
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
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Usul ad-Din (Shi’a); The Nature of  Allah; Risalah; Prophets; Prophet Muhammad (pbuh); The Qur’an and 
other Holy Books; Angels; Akhirah and the Day of  Judgement. 

We also Muslim practices, including: The Five Pillars (Sunni): The Shahada; Salah; Sawm; Zakah and Hajj; The 
Ten Obligatory Acts (Shi’a); Festivals Eid ul- Fitr and Eid ul-Adha.

Philosophical and ethical studies – themes:
All students who choose the GCSE will study the following four philosophical and ethical themes. In this exam 
students may refer to any religious tradition as well as to non-religious worldviews.

Religion and Life - topics we study include: abortion; euthanasia; the debate between science and religion; 
caring for the environment and animal rights.

The Existence of  God and Revelation – topics we study include: the design argument; the cosmological 
argument; the argument from miracles; arguments against the existence of  God; revelation and 
enlightenment.

Religion, Peace and Conflict – topics we study include: the causes of  war; just war theory, holy war theory, 
religious responses to the victims of  war; weapons of  mass destruction and religious attitudes to peace and 
pacifism.

Religion, Crime and Punishment – topics we study include: the aims of  punishment; religious attitudes to 
crime and punishment; suffering and forgiveness; corporal punishment and the death penalty.

Assessment
The GCSE is made up of  two exams – both exams are 1 hour and 45 minutes long:
Religious Beliefs and Practices (50% of  the GCSE)
Philosophical and Ethical Themes (50% of  the GCSE)

Where can this subject lead?
This GCSE develops students’ ability to write persuasively and to produce clear and logical arguments in the 
form of  essays. It is a strong foundation for any A levels which are essay-based. It is particularly useful for 
students who would like to go on to study A levels in: philosophy, sociology, history or English. GCSE RS 
students also develop important skills, including: critical thinking, empathy and evaluation. These valuable skills 
are required for a broad range of  careers, from law to journalism and from business to medicine.

How can parents help?
Parents can help by encouraging students to stay abreast with current affairs.  The topics studied in the 
themes paper are routinely covered in the news and being able to make accurate reference to current case 
studies is invaluable in the exam. It is useful for students to discuss these cases as they arise and to apply the 
critical thinking skills that they’ve been honing in lessons. Students will benefit from opportunities to engage in 
informed debates and will be required to reach their own opinion.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/religious-studies/gcse/religious-studies-a-8062

Option Science GCSE: 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics (Triple Science)

Students who wish to study for separate GCSEs in each of  biology, chemistry and physics will need to 
select ‘Triple Science’ from the Options block. This will run over the two years and will involve a deeper 
understanding of  each of  biology, chemistry and physics.

As well as studying the core concepts from Combined Science, students will also go into greater depth 
in many concepts which are details below. Practicals will also be structured in a similar way to Combined 
Science but for Triple Science there will be extra practicals to complete.   

Pupils studying this course will cover the following:

Biology
Culturing microorganisms
Monoclonal antibodies
Plant disease
The brain
The eye
Control of  body temperature
The use of  plant hormones
Maintaining nitrogen & 
water balance in the body
DNA structure
Evolution
Cloning
Speciation
Further ecological studies

Assessment

Paper Topic assessed Timing Marks Weighting

Biology paper 1 B1-B4 1 hr 45 100 marks 50%

Biology paper 2 B5-B7 1 hr 45 100 marks 50%

Paper Topic assessed Timing Marks Weighting

Chemistry paper 1 C1-C5 1 hr 45 100 marks 50%

Chemistry paper 2 C6-C10 1 hr 45 100 marks 50%

Worth 3 GCSEs

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Ms A Heffernan
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org
Exam board: AQA

Chemistry
Transition metals
Nanoparticles
Atom economy
Yields
Titrations
Fuel cells
Alkanes, Alkenes and alcohols
Using materials
Testing for ions

Physics
Charges
Static electricity
Pressure
Radioactive isotopes
Nuclear radiation
Nuclear energy
Speakers and sound
Transformers
P8 Space Physics - new unit

Paper Topic assessed Timing Marks Weighting

Physics paper 1 P1-P4 1 hr 45 100 marks 50%

Physics paper 2 P5-P8 (extra unit 
on Space Physics 
P8)

1 hr 45 100 marks 50%



Spanish GCSE

Why study Languages GCSE? 
To broaden your horizons and learn more than simply language skills! 

A GCSE in a language opens up doors to employment opportunities and introduces new cultures and ways 
of  thinking.  The range of  themes builds on what pupils have learned at KS3 and introduces them to life in 
countries where the target language is spoken. This is an exciting time for language studies, and knowledge of  
a modern foreign language is extremely important for work and industry in Britain and Europe today. Some 
universities now even require prospective candidates to have a good GCSE in a foreign language.  

What will I learn?
There are 3 main themes, which have cross curricular links.

    Theme 1: identity and culture
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free-time activities
• Customs and festivals in the target language - speaking countries/communities

Theme 2: local, national, international and global areas of  interest
• Home, town, neighbourhood, and region
• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3: current and future study and employment
• My studies
• Life at school/college
• Education post-16
• Career choices and ambitions

Pupils can opt for GCSE French, 
German or Spanish

For additional information please 
contact or visit: 
Mr M Walsh 
Curriculum Team Leader
enquiries@chiswickschool.org 
Exam Board: AQA 

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
www.languagesonline.org.uk  An excellent interactive site
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects  Bitesize revision for GCSE
www.linguascope.com Passwords can be obtained from your teacher
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse For exam specifications, sample papers, vocabulary 
lists and mark schemes

You will take part in a variety of  listening, speaking, reading and writing activities.  Also in Year 10 you will 
be given your own revision guide.  You will be able to write notes in this book and may also take it home to 
revise from.  We will also be working from a variety of  textbooks (French: Métro, Expo and Studio. German: 
Logo, Fokus Deutsch and Stimmt. Spanish: Mira and Viva.)

Central to the course are real life situations which you might find abroad, or if  you meet a native speaker. In 
addition, you will get to know more about the culture in the countries where the target language is spoken. 

How will I be assessed?
The GCSE course is divided into 4 Units and each unit is equally weighted (25% each).  Unit 1 (listening) Unit 
2 (speaking), Unit 3 (reading) and Unit 4 (writing). This is a linear course, which means that all exams will take 
place at the end of  the course.

Are there different tiers for GCSE?
GCSE grades will be in numerical format.  All new GCSEs will be graded 9 – 1, rather than A* – G. Grade 
9 will be the highest and equivalent of  an A** (which doesn’t exist currently). GCSE languages have a 
Foundation Tier (grades 1 – 5) and a Higher Tier (grades 4 – 9). Students must enter for all four skills at the 
same tier. All question papers must be taken in the same exam period in Year 11.

Where can this subject lead?
Afterwards you may decide to take an A level in one or more of  the languages in the Sixth Form. Former 
students have gone on to read German/French/Spanish at University level. Language qualifications are highly 
valued in many professional areas such as the Foreign Office, Civil Service, education, marketing, research, 
personnel, business and journalism, to name but a few.  

How can parents help?
We encourage all students taking GCSE to watch target language films and read short stories; there are 
lots of  books available in the MFL office. Whenever possible, we will organise trips to the theatre, cinema 
and conferences. We also recommend that students visit the websites below for additional learning. Finally, 
practice does make perfect, so the more exposure you can get to listening, reading, speaking and writing in 
the target language, the better your languages and final grade will be. Please encourage students to translate 
simple texts to and from the target language, as this will help build linguistic skills. Knowledge of  key grammar 
and structures is also essential, and this is covered in lessons, on the websites below and in the revision guides 
that pupils are given in Year 10. Pupils should also adopt a structured approach to learning key vocabulary by 
topic on a regular basis.  With vocab learning, the motto is usually “little and often”.  



OCR Sport Science Level 1/2

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mr B Hird
Curriculum Team Leader  
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Mr D Gorvin
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Why study Sport Science?
Welcome to Cambridge National in Sport Science. This course helps students appreciate how sport science 
underpins sport at all levels. They will learn about anatomy, physiology, injury prevention, improving personal 
fitness through appropriate training and diet, and the role of  psychology in improving performance.

The Cambridge National allows students to adopt the philosophy of   ‘learning through doing.’ The lessons 
will be a mixture of  practical lessons, which will develop their ability in certain sports and theory lessons 
covering the specification in preparation for a variety of  coursework tasks and one external examination.

What will I learn?
• Applying the principles of training (assessed through coursework)

Students develop knowledge and understanding of  the principles of  training and how to keep performers 
in peak physical condition. They apply practical skills in fitness testing and in designing bespoke training 
programmes to suit individual requirements.

• The body’s response to physical activity (assessed through coursework)
Students explore how the body changes and responds to physical activity. They develop knowledge and 
understanding of  the musculoskeletal and cardio-respiratory systems and some of  the changes that occur 
in response to physical activity, both short term and long term.

• Reducing the risk of sports injuries (assessed through exam)
Students learn how to prepare participants to take part in physical activity so that they minimise the 
risk of  injuries. They also learn how to respond to common sporting injuries and how to recognise the 
symptoms of  some common medical conditions.

• Technology in sport (assessed through coursework)
Students consider how various technologies are used in sport to enhance performance and the 
experience of  sport both for performers and for spectators, as well as the career opportunities that 
the use of  technology presents. They also explore arguments both for and against the increasing use of  
technology in sport.

How will I be assessed?
External assessment: one externally assessed unit resulting in an examination using a marks-based scheme. 

Internal assessment: the remaining three units will be controlled assessments. These tasks will be issued to 
the students along with the assignment briefs, necessary resources and submission dates. Students will be 
issued with a pass, merit, distinction or distinction* grade based on the evidence that the student provides the 
classroom teacher.

Where can this subject lead?
Students will have the opportunity to continue their studies further by taking A level Physical Education or 
Level 3 vocational sports courses. In addition to this the subject content provides many cross-curricular links 
with other subjects.

How parents can help? 
• Support your child’s learning by encouraging them to improve their internally assessed assignments by 

attending OCR sport revision sessions. 
• Check Show My Homework to ensure that homework is completed to the best of  their ability and on 

time. 
• Encourage your child to regularly visit PE revision websites such as the OCR Sport website in the link 

below.
• Promote a regular attendance to a range of  extracurricular clubs to improve their knowledge and skills.
• Support your child to meet deadlines.

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/sport-science-level-1-2-j802-j812/ 



Three Dimensional Design 
GCSE  (Art & Design)

Why study Three Dimensional Design?
Do you love Product Design? Do you love learning about designers, artists and design movements and using 
this to create your own products? If  so Three Dimensional Design is the course for you! 

Three Dimensional Design will allow you to be creative and practical, whilst challenging you to develop 
knowledge, build time management skills and be independent in your creative choices.

What will I learn? 
In our well-equipped Technology workshops, you will be taught a range of  practical skills that are the 
foundation stone to 3D products. During the two year course, you will undertake a series of  coursework 
projects, in addition to a further assignment set by the examination board. All these projects will allow you to 
develop your technical skills, whilst also being creative with your ideas and incorporating your interests. 

You will gain a knowledge and understanding in areas including model making, constructing, surface treatment, 
assembling and modelling.

You will need a good basic skill and interest in Design and Technology and/or Art, and a real enthusiasm 
for the subject. You must be self-motivated and hard working. This is not an easy option course. Students 
in creative subjects are committed and passionate and you must have a desire to create work of  a very high 
standard. 

How will I be assessed? 
The current assessment for the GCSE course is 60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment (ESA). 
The ESA is a project whereby the title is set by the examination board and there is a 10 hour practical exam. 

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mrs S Hutcheson
Lead Teacher Design and 
Technology
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: AQA
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-de-
sign/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/
subject-content/three-dimension-
al-design

For both units there are four assessment objectives that need to be met: 

A01. Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of  sources. 

A02. Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 

A03. Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses. 

A04. Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of  
visual language. 

Where can the subject lead? 
Successful completion of  the course will allow you to continue to complete A Level Product Design/Three 
Dimensional Design. A-level allows you to really push your creativity and build upon the techniques and 
knowledge acquired at GCSE, whilst building exciting portfolios ready for degree interviews. 

Some careers where this course could lead: animator, ceramics designer, community arts worker, exhibition 
designer, fashion designer, fine artist, furniture conservator/restorer, furniture designer, glass blower/
designer, graphic designer, illustrator, industrial/product designer, interior and spatial designer, jewellery 
designer, make-up artist, medical illustrator, museum/gallery conservator, product designer, photographer, 
press photographer, printmaker, production designer theatre/television/film, textile designer.

How can parents help? 
Encourage your child to build their skills through designing and making. This could involve designing in a 
sketchbook or using computer software programmes such as Google Sketch Up or Photoshop to design. 
Visiting exhibitions, and going to museums will help inspire students and broaden their knowledge and 
creative thinking. Students would benefit from researching and reading about different designers and how 
designers are incorporating new modern technology and tackling sustainable issues. You could also encourage 
your child to take photographs and collect postcards/memorabilia from holidays or day trips – this could all 
be used as inspiration at a later date!



Textiles GCSE (Art & Design)

Why study Textiles?
Do you love fashion & textiles? Do you relish being creative and designing/making your own fashion & textile 
products? If  so, then this is a course for you! 

Textiles allow you to be creative, whilst challenging you to develop knowledge, build time management skills 
and be independent in your creative choices. 

What will I learn?
In our purpose built Textiles room, you will be taught a range of  practical skills that are the foundation stone 
of  all Fashion & Textile products. During the two year course, you will undertake a series of  coursework 
projects, in addition to a further assignment set by the exam board. All of  these projects will allow you to 
develop your technical skills, whilst also develop your own ideas and interests. 

As part of  the coursework projects you will learn various textile techniques, such as advanced appliqué, 
freehand machine embroidery, various dyeing techniques such as batik & marbling, as well as drawing skills 
and contextual studies. You will be able to explore your own ideas using fabrics and components in an original 
and innovative way. 

The course allows for the opportunity to complete workshops with practising designers/artists and to attend 
trips/excursions to gather research. We also hope to showcase your work at a Chiswick School Fashion 
Show. 

This course is an Art Textiles course, and will therefore concentrate on creativity, exploration or ideas, as well 
as quality of  making techniques. 

How will I be assessed?
The current assessment for the GCSE course is 60% coursework and 40% externally set assignment (ESA). 
The ESA is a project whereby the title is set by the examination board and there is a 10 hour practical exam. 

For both units there are 4 assessment objectives that need to be met:

A01. Develop ideas through investigations, demonstrating critical understanding of  sources.
A02. Refine work by exploring ideas, selecting and experimenting with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

For additional information 
please contact or visit: 

Mrs R Dell’uomo D’arme
Teacher of Textiles
enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Exam Board: AQA

USEFUL WEBSITES:  
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-con-
tent/textile-design
www.textileartist.org
www.printpatternblogspot.co.uk
www.textilearts.net/directory
www.vogue.co.uk

A03. Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to intentions as work progresses.
A04. Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and demonstrates understanding of  
visual language.

Where can the subject lead? 
Successful completion of  the course will allow you to continue to complete A level Textiles. A-level allows 
you to really push your creativity and build upon the techniques and knowledge acquired at GCSE, whilst 
building exciting portfolios ready for degree interviews. 

Courses and careers based upon fashion and textiles include: fashion design, textile design, fashion marketing, 
fashion journalism, merchandising, fashion promotion (PR), fashion buying, store management, garment 
technologist, fashion art and graphic design, costume design, knitting technician, colour technologist, digital 
print design, swimwear/lingerie designer (contour designer). 

Most Textiles and Art further education courses require a portfolio as part of  the entry procedure. All 
students will be guided and supported towards fashion, art and textiles interviews. 

How can parents help? 
Encourage your child to build their skills through designing and making. This could involve designing in a 
sketchbook or using computer software programmes such as Photoshop to design repeat patterns. Visiting 
exhibitions, and going to museums will help inspire students and broaden their knowledge and creative 
thinking. Students would benefit from researching and reading about different designers and how fashion 
products incorporate new modern technology. You could also encourage your child to take photographs and 
collect postcards/memorabilia from holidays or day trips – this could all be used as inspiration at a later date!
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