
 

History Y10  Curriculum Map: GCSE Year 1 

Dates Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 and 2 Summer term 1 and 2 

Focus Cold War  Medicine in Britain 
Key 
Knowledge 

Superpower relations between 1943 and 1991. 
- Origins of the Cold War 1943-1960 
- Crises of the Cold War, 1961-1968 
- End of the Cold War, 1970-1991 

Changes in medicine across time, focusing on: 
- Understanding of causes and anatomy 
- Treatments and prevention 
- Training of nurses and doctors 
- Public health 

Time periods studied: 
- Middle Ages 
- Renaissance 
- Industrial Revolution 
- 20th Century 

Extra unit on Medicine in the British sector of the Western Front, 1914-1918 
Key Skills Explaining cause and consequence 

Chronological account linking events 
Assessing importance 
Explicit explanation 
 

Analysing extent of change and/or continuity 
Assessing significance 
Analysing utility of sources 
Constructing a historical enquiry 
Explicit explanation 
Writing an extended argumentative essay 

GEM Tasks Regular exam questions: 
 
At least 2 ‘Explain two consequences’ questions (8 marks) 
At least 2 ‘narrative account’ questions (8 marks) 
At least 2 ‘Explain the importance’ questions (8 marks) 
 

Regular exam questions: 
 
At least 3 ‘Explain one change’ questions (4 marks) 
At least 3 ‘Explain…’ questions (12 marks) 
At least 2 analytical essays (16 marks) 
At least 2 source utility questions (8 marks) 
At least 3 enquiry framework questions (4 marks) 

Summative 
assessment 

Full Cold War mock paper in time for AP1.  Full Medicine mock paper in time for AP2. 

Link to A 
Level 
 
 
 
 

This course is building students’ analytical skills, with a particular 
focus on cause and consequence. Causation is a regular focus of 
A Level essays and identifying links between events in the Cold 
War paper allows students to think about this in a much more 
structured way. Similarly, the importance question in this paper 
requires focussed evaluation, a crucial skill for A Level History. 

This paper covers a variety of skills which build the foundation for A Level History: analysing 
significance, analysing causation, and analysing the extent of change. There is also a focus on 
source utility which is examined in more depth in two A Level papers and an introduction to 
creating a historical enquiry which will lead into A Level coursework. 

 


