
GERMAN 

For additional information please 
contact or visit:  

Mr M. Walsh, Head of MFL 
mwa@chiswickschool.org 

‘Learning an A level language is not 
just book work.  We learn about the 
language and culture through film, 
media and literature and we are 
encouraged to use the language all 
of the time!’  
Year 13 A level student.

Course Content: 
An A-level in German helps students develop confident, effective communication skills as well as a thorough 
understanding of the culture of countries where German is spoken.  
You will study a wide variety of topics all of which have something to do with German speaking countries. 
There will also be time for you to study culture – film, music, the arts and some literature (short stories, 
poems, extracts from plays or novels). Classes are taught mainly in the target language. We also have 
dedicated Foreign Language Assistants who will work with you on a one-to-one basis outside lessons. In the 
oral exams and coursework you will have the opportunity to research and evaluate topic areas that are of 
particular interest to you. This will enable you to further your existing cultural knowledge. 

A Level German 
There are four topic areas: 
Theme 1: Gesellschaftliche Entwicklung in Deutschland 
Theme 2: Politische und künstlerische Kultur im deutschen Sprachraum 
Theme 3: Immigration und die deutsche multikulturelle Gesellschaft 
Theme 4: Die Wiedervereinigung Deutschlands 
Paper 1: Listening, reading and translation: 1 hour and 50 minutes (40%) 
Paper 2: Written response to works and translation: 2 hours and 40 minutes (30%) 

This paper draws on the study of two discrete works: either two literary texts, or one literary 
text and one film.  

Paper 3: Speaking: Speaking examination: 20 minutes (30%) 
Two tasks: one based on one of the above themes and one presentation and discussion on 
independent research. 

Further details on the specification for German can be found at: 
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/german-2016.html 

PROGRESSION ROUTES: WHAT CAN I DO TO PREPARE?

Many former students have gone on to read German/French/
Spanish at University level. Language qualifications are highly 
valued in many professional areas such as: Foreign Office, Civil 
Service, education, marketing, research, personnel, business, 
journalism to name but a few. Furthermore, MFL is seen as a 
core A-Level by many Russell Group universities. 

Do some research into cultural and historical 
aspects of the countries where the target 
language is spoken. Research current affairs in 
the relevant countries. Read and watch as 
much target language material as you can. 
Make sure to do well in your GCSES!
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