
 

Geography Y10  curriculum map 

Dates Autumn term 1 Autumn term 2 Spring term 1 Spring term 2 Summer term 1 Summer term 2 

Focus Topic 1a- Hazardous 
Earth - Climate and 
Cyclones 

Topic 4a - UK’s Physical 
Landscape and Rivers 

Topic 1a - Hazardous 
Earth - Tectonics 

Topic 4b - UK’s Physical 
Landscape - Coasts and 
Fieldwork 

Topic 2 - Development 
Dynamics  

Topic 3 - Challenges of an 
Urbanising World 

Key 
Knowledg
e and 
understan
ding 

EQ1: How does the 
world’s climate system 

function, why does it 
change and how can this 
be hazardous for people? 

- atmospheric and 
ocean system 

- climate change 

EQ2: How are extreme 
weather events 
increasingly hazardous 
for people? 

- Tropical Cyclones 
- Bangladesh vs 

USA 
 

EQ1: Why does the 
physical landscape of the 
UK vary from place to 
place? 
 

- Geology of UK 
and influence on 
UK 

EQ2: Why is there a 
variety of river 
landscapes in the UK and 
what are the processes 
that shape them?  

- characteristics 
and processes of 
river landscapes. 

- Human influence 
on river 
landscapes 
(Sheffield Floods) 

EQ3: What are the 
challenges for river 
landscapes, people and 
property and how can 
they be managed?  

- increasing risks of 
river flooding and 
management.  

 

EQ1: Why do the causes 
and impacts of tectonic 

activity and management 
of tectonic hazards vary 
with location? 

 
- Structure and 

physical 
properties of the 
Earth 

- Plate boundaries 
and associated 
hazards.  

- Impact on place 
and 
management.  

- Haiti Vs Japan 
Earthquakes 

EQ1 Why is there a 
variety of distinctive 
coastal landscapes in the 
UK and what processes 
shape them?  

- Coastal Geology 
and interacting 
physical 
processes.  

- Modification 
from human 
interaction. 

EQ2: What are the 
challenges for coastal 
landscapes and 
communities and why is 
there conflict about how 
to manage them? 

- future challenges 
and 
management.  

- Holderness Coast  
Fieldwork - Investigate 
the impact of coastal 
management on coastal 
processes and 
communities 

- Brighton   

EQ 1: What is the scale of 
global inequality and how 
can it be reduced? 
 

- Defining 
development 

- Inequalities and 
theories 

- Approaches to 
development  

EQ2: How is India 
(Emerging Country) 
managing to develop? 
 

- Context of 
location  

- globalisation and 
rapid economic 
change 

- Impacts of 
change on people 
and environment 
in India 

- Changing 
international role 
of India 

EQ1: What are the causes 
and challenges of rapid 
urban change?  
 

- Pattern and 
trends of 
urbanisation 

- Urban economies 
and change 

- Land use and 
structures. 

EQ2: Why does quality of  
life vary so much in a 
megacity in an emerging 
country  (Mumbai) 

- location and 
context 
influences 
function and 
structure of a 
city. 

- reasons for rapid 
growth 

- opportunities and 
challenges 

- quality of life and 
sustainable 
management.  

Key Skills  Using climate graphs, 
line and bar graphs 
including sea level and 

Photo analysis, using 
cross-sections to link 
geology and relief. 

Interpreting a cross-
section of Earth. 
Distribution of hazard 

Use of OS maps at 
different scale and GIS. 
Investigating erosion 

Ranking and comparing 
data,  including 
composite indicators. 

Calculating rate of 
change, percentage 



temperature projection 
graphs. 
Use GIS for cyclone 
tracking, 
Calculating Saffir Simpson 
Magnitude 
Use of data, social media 
sources and satellite 
images to assess impact. 
  
KEY CONCEPTS: 
vulnerability, adapting to 
and mitigating climate 
change. 

Identifying features on 
outline maps and OS 
maps at different scale.  
 
KEY CONCEPT: physical 
processes and influence 
on landscapes. 

maps, comparing 
magnitude. Use of data, 
social media sources and 
satellite images to assess 
impact.  
 
KEY CONCEPT: 
management and levels 
of development.  
 

rates and policy decisions 
using scale and maps. 
Cost-benefit analysis of 
coastal defences.  
Range of primary and 
secondary fieldwork 
skills. 
 
KEY CONCEPTS: 
Investigation of physical 
landscapes through field 
work.  
  

Using population 
pyramids. 
Using income quintiles. 
Using economic data and 
proportional flow maps 
(trade flows) 
Comparing mean average 
data for core and 
periphery locations. 
 
KEY CONCEPTS: 
Interdependence and 
globalisation 

growth and using line 
graphs.  
Using satellite images to 
identify land use.  
 
KEY CONCEPT: 
sustainability and 
contrasting urban areas 

GEM Exam Style: Hazardous 
Earth - Atmosphere and 
Climate Change AP1 
 
 
 
 

In book 8 mark assess 
questions: Cyclones and 
River Flooding. Formal 
marking and feedback.  

Exam Style: Hazardous 
Earth (Atmosphere and 
Climate and Tectonics) 
and UK’s Physical 
Landscapes 
 AP2 
 

Field Work Investigation 
Write up (online) 
In book coastal (theory, 
familiar, unfamiliar exam 
style questions questions 
with formal feedback.  

Exam Style: Hazardous 
Earth, Development 
Dilemmas and  UK 
Landscapes.  
AP3  

In book 8 mark questions: 
Sustainable approaches 
and assessing impacts of 
growth.  
Mumbai Online Project 
(Summer homework) 

              

 

 


