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Introduction to the course: In A level Geography, students address key issues and topical 
discussions about today’s world through human and physical geography. This involves 
studying dynamic landscapes such as tectonic processes, coastal change, the water and 
carbon cycle; and dynamic landscapes based on human geography including globalisation, 
sovereignty, superpower status and the meaning of place. Both of these elements involve 
compulsory residential fieldwork, which will support an independent research task, which 
tests the student’s ability to investigate a geographical aspect that stimulates them. 

Link to specification overview: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/geography-2016.html

Tasks:  

The following tasks are outlined in the next pages. They are designed to give you an insight 
into some of the content and skills we will cover.  

1) Report - A human geography research based essay 

2) Presentation - A physical geography based case study 

3) Investigation - A research based investigation on your local area. 

4) Wider Reading - A wider research diary based on the key topics studied at A Level. 

GEOGRAPHY



                         

Human Geography – Report (approx 800 words) 

‘Assess the role of different international organisations in the globalisation process.’ 

Write a report approximately 800 words, that answers the above question on 
globalisation. You need to structure the report to demonstrate a clear understanding of 
the different organisations and how each of them influences the globalisation process. 

Structure of the report: 

• Define globalisation and explain how it has become more significant. 

• Research about the World Trade Organisation and United Nations. 

• Assess how each of the organisations contributes to the process of globalisation, 
think about positives and negatives. 

• Assess which organisation has the most influence on globalisation, justifying your 
choice. 

Physical Geography 

Create a short PowerPoint presentation on a vulnerable low-lying coastline in the future, 
e.g. Kiribati or Bangladesh – begin your research using the BBC website. You can choose 
anywhere in the world and must include the following headings: 

• Location and its significance e.g. Geology and sea level rise 
• Potential risks and impacts 
• Reducing risk, e.g. adaptation and mitigation strategies. 

These two pieces of work should allow you to get a good introduction to the first two 
topics of the A level course. A basic knowledge of how global issues and current affairs are 
important in understanding the processes of human interaction. This is essential to 
understand the early concepts of the A level course of globalisation and coastal 
landscapes. 

Success criteria: On the human geography assignment you will be marked on your ability 
to do secondary research and your ability to portray a balanced argument. In the physical 
geography assignment you will be marked on your presentation and research skills. How 
the work should be presented: The human assignment should be an essay whilst the 
physical assignment should be a PowerPoint which will be presented during the first week. 

https://www.futurelearn.com/subjects/nature-and-environment-courses/sustainability



Title question - How has your local area changed over time? Use the subheadings given 
below to help structure your report.  

1. Introduction 

 State title question and explain what it means.  
Include a map of your local area – describe where it is located in relation to other places. 
State hypotheses/aims you are going to focus on (Pick two of your own hypotheses e.g. 
how has the economy of the area changed over time?)  
Explain the meaning of each hypotheses/aims 

2. Methods:  

Use two secondary methods (find evidence/data produced by someone else) to help you 
answer your hypotheses. (Optional – use one primary method (you could interview each 
family member, conduct a land use survey on Google Street view). 

Complete the table below.

Name of data 
collection method 
used

Primary or 
secondary

Reasons why this 
data collection 
was needed

How did you 
collect and record 
the data?

What equipment 
did you use?

3. Presentation of results 

Present each method in a different way (photos, graphs, table of data).  

4. Analysis of results  

Describe and explain the trends you have identified in the presentation of your results. 

5. Conclusion  

Provide direct answers to your hypotheses first, then to your main title question. 

6. Evaluations 

Are your conclusions valid? If you were to repeat this investigation, how could you improve 
it further? What extra resources would assist you in this task? 



                        

Course Topic Overview of what you will study:

Tectonic Processes and 
Hazards

The distribution and causes of volcanoes, earthquakes and tsunamis, 
how to predict and manage them, and specific recent events.

Landscape Systems, 
Processes and Change 
(Coasts)

Coastal processes and landforms, coastal ecosystems, climate change 
and sea level rise, storms and flooding, and managing coastal areas.

Water Cycle and Water 
Insecurity

Where water comes from, areas of water surplus and water scarcity, 
issues surrounding sustainable use, inequality and management

Carbon Cycle and Energy 
Insecurity, Climate Change 
Futures

Where carbon energy sources come from, energy supplies and 
politics, sustainable use, carbon emissions, global warming, and 
alternative energy sources.

Globalisation Our shrinking world and increasing interconnectedness, industry and 
its changing locations, de-industrialisation and the post-production 
countryside, the role of TNCs and globalisation’s winners and losers.

Shaping Places 
(Regeneration)

Culture, sense of place and identity. The decline of areas and the 
socio-economic consequences (including indicators of deprivation). 
Subsequent rebranding, reimaging and investment, and the success 
and failure of projects from the perspective of different stakeholders.

Superpowers International and national geopolitics, focusing on the past, present 
and future role of the USA, the BRICs (Brazil, Russia, India and China) 
and the UK (the British empire). The types of soft and hard power 
countries (military, economics and culture).

Migration, Identity and 
sovereignty

The impact and distribution of globalisation on international 
migration, what nations states are and how places have evolved in a 
globalising world, the impact of global organisations on managing 
global issues and conflicts and what national threats there are.

Current Affairs: Keeping a news diary:  

You need to be aware of current global events that are related to the units you will 
be studying. Look out for things in the news to do with the topics we are studying. 
Use the table on the first page as a guide to topics.  
  
There are many good news websites you can use for free, and others you can subscribe 
to.  

News websites include –  
www.bbc.co.uk  
www.independent.co.uk 

Most newspapers have downloadable apps, this is a really good way of keeping track of current affairs. 
The BBC news app even allows you to set up ‘My News’ so you can edit a list of topics. Good topics/
key words to add for A-level include: Globalisation, Rebranding, Poverty, Earthquake, Volcano, 
Tsunami, Development, Human Rights, Economy, Water, Climate, Carbon, Oil and Energy. You can 
also add specific places or events so you can get updates on useful case studies.  

Whenever you notice something on the news that you think links to the Geography you will cover 
at A-level make a note in the table below. Notes do not have to be detailed, they just need to be a 
reminder to you.  



                        

DUE CONTACT DETAILS SHOULD HELP BE NEEDED EXPECTED TIME 
NEEDED TO COMPLETE 
THE TASK

September Human Geographer: ahu@chiswickschool.org 
Physical Geographer: tpn@chiswickschool.org 
Geographical Investigations and 
Statistics: jch@chiswickschool.org

20 hours

E.g. May 2019 China-USA trade war. USA imposing trade tariffs on Chinese imports. Meant to be 
protecting US firms, but US firms end up paying more for the goods from China.



Keep Geog-ing On!
The geography department would love you to keep enjoying 

geography. Below are some suggestions of books, websites, 

films, podcasts and TV shows you could watch to keep up to 

date with geographical knowledge and developments.

The Earth: A 

Very Short 

Introduction

Landscapes 

and 

Geomorphology

Geopolitics: A 

Very Short 

Introduction

Climate Change: 

A Very Short 

Introduction

Prisoners of 

Geography

Royal Geographical Society Youtube

iPlayer Science and Nature Playlist

iPlayer Climate Change Playlist

BBC Earth

iPlayer Earth from Space

iPlayer Stacey Dooley on BBC Three

iPlayer Race Across the World

iPlayer Africa with Ade Adepitan

iPlayer Fashion Conscious

Overheard – National Geographic Podcast

Science Weekly – The Guardian Podcast

Ask the geographer Podcasts

The Development Podcast – World Bank

The World Economic Forum Podcasts

Planet Money – The economy explained

RGS Online Lectures

BBC Costing the Earth

BBC The Documentary Podcast

Living Planet Podcast

An 

Inconvenient 

Truth

The 

Impossible

Dante’s 

Peak

Slumdog 

Millionaire

Under the 

Dome: China’s 

Air Pollution



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zkw76sg - BBC Bitesize 

Geography. Suitable for Y9-11. You should select AQA.

GCSEPod – Students need their email addresses to create an 

account or log in. 

Seneca Learning. Y11. Students can register for an account 

using their school email. 

https://revisionworld.com/gcse-revision/geography – The 

website covers a range of ideas and key issues that appear on 

all exam boards.

https://www.s-cool.co.uk/gcse/geography – Useful for all 

students and especially for revision material for GCSE 

geography.

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/geography/ - Quizzes 

designed to test recall and knowledge of different aspects of 

human and physical geography.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach - Make sure you go to secondary 

and then your subject to watch clips on different topic. 




