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Edexcel

Welcome to A-level English Literature. This course is designed for students who have a real passion for 
literature and love reading. We study a variety of novels, plays and poetry which allow your analytical skills to 
develop. The course is made up of four components where 80% of the A-level is exam based and 20% is from 
a coursework piece. The course is very intense and there is a lot of reading to do, but it is a very rewarding 
A-level with lots of essay writing, reading and exam practice. So, if you love reading all types of literature, are 
creative, analytical and enthusiastic about literature, this is the course for you! 
Edexcel Specification: A-level English Literature: Component

Component Texts
EXAM- Paper 1: Drama
30% of A-level 
2 hours and 15 minutes

Section A: Hamlet by William Shakespeare Section  B: 
A Streetcar Named Desire by  
Tennessee Williams

EXAM- Paper 2: Prose 
20% of A-level 
1 hour exam

Topic: Science and Society 
1. Pre 1900 text - Frankenstein by Mary Shelley
2. Post 1900 text- The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood

EXAM-Paper 3: Poetry
30% of A-level
2 hours and 15 minutes

Section A: Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward 
Books of Poetry 2002-2011 and an Unseen poem- comparison 
task
Section B: Metaphysical Poet- John Donne

Coursework  
20% of A-level

The study of two texts that may be linked by theme, movement, 
author or period  
∞	 Students	produce	one	extended	comparative	essay	
∞	 2500-3000	words	-	60	marks

Your English Literature teachers will guide you through the course and if you follow the advice given; you 
will achieve your potential.  You must: 
∞ Attend all lessons and ensure you are punctual
∞ Complete all work on time and to the best of your ability  
∞ Organise yourself and your work  
∞ Take  advantage of any extra-curricular opportunities provided 

For September, please purchase your own copies of the exam texts as you will have to annotate these so it 
is crucial that you have your own copy.



Exam text ISBN number
Hamlet by William Shakespeare ISBN-13:	978-1107615489
A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee
Williams

ISBN-13:	978-0141190273

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley ISBN-13:	978-0141439471
The Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood ISBN-13:	978-0099740919
Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the 
Forward Books of Poetry 2002-2011

A poetry booklet will be provided by 
Chiswick School but if you want purchase 
the anthology use the ISBN number below:
ISBN-13: 978-0571325405

Metaphysical Poet- John Donne ISBN-13: 978-0140424409

Progression routes?
English Literature is a very popular A Level, recognised as a traditional and respected subject to study. 
Universities comment on how useful studying English Literature can be, as it teaches you how to write 
essays; reference other writers’ work  and construct cogent arguments. Those who choose to take the 
subject further often enjoy careers in Media, Teaching,  Public Relations and Communications, for example.

What can I do to prepare?
Once you have registered your interest in studying English Literature at Chiswick School,  you should start 
to read the year 12 texts (detailed on this page) to help you prepare.

Link to specification: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/english- literature-2015.html#tab-0

We look forward to meeting you in September.  Please get in touch if you have any questions. 

Yours faithfully,

Ms N Rider     Mr A Wootton
Deputy Head of English                              Head of English 
Key Stage 5 English Co-ordinator  Chiswick School 
nri@chiswickschool.org   awt@chiswickschool.org


