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Course content 
By studying Economics, you will be able to answer questions such as the following: 

• When is a diamond worth less than a litre of water? 
• Why do bank notes have the words “Bank of England” on them? Why can’t you have an account with 

this Bank? What does the Bank of England actually do? 
• Why did Tesco stop selling Marmite one day in the autumn of 2016? 

Year 12 
The Year 12 programme consists of two components: microeconomics and macroeconomics. 
Microeconomics focuses on supply and demand from the perspective of individuals and companies, and 
the role of markets and governments. Macroeconomics is the study of the economy as a whole, and 
considers issues such as growth, inflation and unemployment.  

Theme 1: Introduction to markets and market failure. This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. 
Students’ will develop an understanding of:  
• Nature of economics 
• How markets work 
• Market failure 
• Government intervention 

Theme 2: The UK economy – performance and policies. This theme focuses on microeconomic concepts. 
Students’ will develop an understanding of:  
• Measures of economic performance  
• Aggregate demand 
• Aggregate supply 
• National income 
• Economic growth 
• Macroeconomic objectives and policy  
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PROGRESSION ROUTES: WHAT CAN I DO TO PREPARE?

Pathways open to A Level Economics students include 
degree courses in Economics, Business, Finance and 
Management. Graduates with Economics degrees earn 
amongst the highest salaries. Potential careers include 
banking, consulting, accountancy and business.  

Make sure you do well in GCSEs – particularly in 
Maths and English. As Economics is not a subject 
you will have come across at GCSE, try to read 
books such as Freakonomics and The Undercover 
Economist to get an insight into the mind of an 
economist.
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Theme 3: Business behaviour and the labour market. The theme develops the microeconomics 
concepts introduced in Theme 1 and focuses o business economics. Students’ will develop an 
understanding of:  
• Business growth 
• Business objectives  
• Revenues, costs and profits 
• Market structures 
• Labour market 
• Government intervention 

Theme 4: A global perspective This theme develops the macroeconomic concepts introduced in Theme 
2 and applies these concepts in a global context.  
Students’ will develop an understanding of:  
• International economics 
• Poverty and inequality 
• Emerging and developing economies 
• The financial sector 
• Role of the state in the macroeconomy 

Year 13 
The Year 13 programme requires candidates to use micro- and macroeconomic theories in a real-world 
context.  

Entry Requirements 
In addition to the Sixth Form entry requirements, we ask that students achieve at least a grade 6 in 
Maths and grade 5 in English at GCSE. This is because Economics requires students to be numerate 
and to construct clear written arguments. 


