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Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome to the last edition of the Newsletter for 2018 and my last 
as Acting Headteacher. Thank you to all the people who attended the 
Winter Concert; as I said at the end of the evening, I am always blown 
away by the amazing talent and confidence of the young people at our 
school.

It has been a real honour to lead the school for the last two terms, and 
I am incredibly proud of our students and the staff that work at Chiswick 
School.  We have had a really successful and purposeful two terms and 
I am delighted that this was recognised by Ofsted. I am looking forward 
to returning to my position of Deputy Headteacher after the Christmas 
break, and also to going back into the classroom. I would like to thank 
you for your support over the last two terms and I wish our new 
Headteacher Laura Ellener all the best in her new role.

Have a restful and peaceful holiday,

Jane Mills

Acting Headteacher

Winter Concert

Another magical Winter Concert took 
place on Tuesday 11th December. 
Such talented students and such a 
passion for performing. There were 
Christmas classics interspersed with 
popular, classical and jazz pieces as 
well as a taster from the ‘Hairspray’ 
cast. Steel pans opened the evening 
with Shaky’s best ‘ Merry Christmas 
Everyone’ directed by our very own 
Louise Martin and Dominic Meloni 
and the audience sung their hearts 
out to the orchestral finale of Slade’s 
‘(It’s Christmas) Merry Christmas 
Everybody’. The PTA supplied lovely 
mince pies, cup cakes and mulled 
wine. What a wonderful evening 
to round off the year! Well done 
everyone and Merry Christmas to you 
all.

Ms Perry, Head of Music.

_________________________



Year 10 Mock Interview Day – 
Thursday 22nd Nov

The whole of year 10 visited Chiswick 
Business Park and were put through their 
paces participating in a mock interview.  This 
was a fantastic opportunity for students to 
experience an interview with employers and 
professionals who they may be interested in 
working for.  It also provided invaluable practice 
and feedback on interviews and applications 
they will be preparing for in the future; an 
extremely important task, particularly in our 
current working climate, where competition for 
employment can be high and young people can 
be required to attend multiple interviews for 
part-time work. 

We were incredibly fortunate to have over 50 
professionals from a wide range of careers and 
industries volunteer their time.  Companies, 
industries and people involved in the day 
included: the police, Discovery Channel, Storm 
Management, Sony, Enjoy Work, So Energy, 
Clearwater Wealth Management, chemical 
engineering, PR, barrister, London FA, creative 
director, marketing and pharmaceuticals. 

Each volunteer interviewed a small group of 
4 to 5 students and provided feedback along 
with peer feedback from the rest of the group.  
Students were highly engaged and committed 
on the day, with extremely positive feedback 
given by the professionals on how bright, 
enthusiastic and focused they were.  Many 
volunteers commented on how much they 
enjoyed the day and that their groups were an 
absolute credit to themselves and the school.

Well done Year 10!

Ms S. Comerford, Head of Careers

Year 13 business BTEC 

Year 13 BTEC group were visited by Marks & 
Spencers customer service specialist Pennie 
Brathwaite to share advice on effective customer 
service for their ‘investigating customer services’ 
assignment. 

The lasting message was “good customer 
service means helping customers efficiently, in 
a friendly manner. It’s essential to be able to 
handle issues for customers and do your best to 
ensure they are satisfied. Providing good service 
is one of the most important things that can set 
your business apart from the others of its kind.”

Year 10s finished the year with an Enterprise 
project where they thought of, designed, 
packaged and priced their own products. The 
winning group came up with an outdoor jacket 
with compartments that can keep your food 
warm - ‘Fire N Ice Outdoors’ - which took 
£401,105 worth of orders from their peers.

Motivational Speakers

Fiona Anderson - Former BBC news 
producer and journalist who became 
interested in the work of Amnesty 
International whilst still at school.

The Year 12’s were privileged to listen to a 
presentation from Fiona Anderson from Amnesty 
International during their PSHCE lesson this 
week. She sparked an interesting debate, told 
them the history of the organisation and gave 
some moving case studies.  

As a follow up to this the PSHCE department is 
going to be setting up an Amnesty International 
youth group in the new year so that our young 
people can express their views, get involved in 
letter writing and give hope to people all around 
the world who are affected by human rights 
abuses. Students in all years can take part and  
we are particularly looking for two year 12s to 
help with the administration of the group. 
The PSHCE team
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What’s Happening

Creative arts/dt

It has been a busy time in the Creative Arts/
DT faculty as students have been finishing their 
projects and assessment pieces. In Textiles year 
7 students have been making their own pop art 
inspired cushions, some examples are shown 
above.

Well done to all students for their hard work this 
year. Merry Christmas.
The DT Team

Sports news

The sports leaders this term helped to organise 
and run two successful primary school events: 
football and indoor athletics. The teachers, 
parents and students from the primary school 
were all very complimentary about the way the 
events were run by our sports leaders. 

The leaders are:
Megan Vos, Betsy Buchanan, Eloise Quickenden, 
Kalan Konstantz, Youcef Sadok, Ruby Gale, 
Matilda Smyth, Susie Porter Vinsen, Rhiannon 
Malpass, Amber Shafi, Jemima Houseman, 
Max Fairn, Kyran Aherne, Ben Mcfadden, Peter 

O’Mahony, Alessia Detomaso, Ellie Atkinson, 
and Georgia Stoneman-Smith. 

Well done to the following students who 
completed their rugby referees course and are 
assisting with refereeing games at Chiswick RFC 
on Friday evenings:

Phoebe Hammocks
Matthew Rees
Theo Fairn
Gabriel Singer
Alessia Detomaso
Ellie Atkinson

JACK PETCHEY ‘speak out’ challenge
A massive well done to Gwen Beetham, Selene 
Kalra, Imogen Docherty, Fatima-Zahra Yusuf 
and Fowsia Canter, who delivered a set of 
fantastic speeches during last week’s Year 
10 Assembly as part of the Challenge. These 
students were the top 5 finalists who stood 
out during the successful core workshop of the 
programme. Fatima-Zahra has been selected 
as the winner, and she will go on to represent 
Chiswick School at the Hounslow Regional final 
on 6th March 2019 at The Heathland School.

6th form news

We are in university interview season in the 6th 
form, with students preparing for interviews 
in medicine, dentistry and physiotherapy, and 
at both Oxford and Cambridge Universities 
for history, English literature and philosophy. 
We are very grateful to our panel of outside 
volunteers, including professors from Oxford and 
Imperial College, who kindly come in to do mock 
interviews with our students to give them the 
best chance of success in their applications. 

We were delighted to secure a morning’s visit 
from the much sought-after Jane Marshall, 
Outreach Manager from Imperial College, which 

took place in November. Jane met members 
of our Year 12 Chiswick High Achievers 
Program, sharing a wealth of tips, advice and 
inspiration to help them think about making 
successful applications to top universities 
and employers next year. She then met Year 
13s who had applied for the previously listed 
degree courses, for mock interviews and 
extensive feedback and advice.  

Our Year 13s are also receiving exciting 
degree offers from many other universities 
and we are working closely with Careers 
to help others find their direction of choice 
post Yr 13. Year 13 are working hard in 
preparation for PPEs when they return to 
school in January. 



CHRISTMAS JUMPER COMPETITION
We received many entries for our Christmas 
jumper competition, with students from all year 
groups getting involved. Congratulations to our 
1st place winner, KellyAnn (9HA), who received 
a £20 Amazon voucher and was able to make 
her jumper design and see it come to life.
2nd place winner - Aleksander Grbic 8HA- £15 
Amazon Voucher
3rd place winner - Grant Alderman 7KE- £10 
Amazon voucher

DEBATE MATE
The after-school club for Debate Mate continues 
to thrive with a high intake but we can still 
welcome any newcomers.  The after-school 
club takes place every Monday at 3:30 in 
B33.  Students have been practicing through 
a series of mock debates in preparation for 
the Urban Debate League Round 1. This event 
takes place week commencing 28th of January 
from 3.45- 6.15pm. For any additional details 
or queries please contact Mr Brown via abr@
chiswickschool.org

PTA MEETING
The PTA Bids meeting scheduled for Monday 
14th January has been moved to Monday 28th 
January 2019.

Charity collections
Alex Smith in year 13 raised £750 by agreeing 
to grow a moustache and shave his head for 
Movember, supporting charities involved with 
men’s health and mental health.

Duke of Edinburgh 
We will be enrolling Year 10 and Year 12 
students for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme in January. This a fantastic opportunity 
for students to develop their mind, body and 
soul, and a challenge that will give them an 
array of opportunities in their development 
through sixth form or college.
 

DIARY DATES

spring Term 2019
 
Monday 24th December to Friday 4th January 
2019 – Christmas holiday.

Monday 7th and Tuesday 8th January INSET 
Days - School closed for students.

Wednesday 9th January 8.40am - Students 
return to school.

Thursday 17th January - Year 11 Parents’ 
Evening.
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CONTACT US: www.chiswickschool.org  |      @ChiswickSchool  |      @chiswickschool
Chiswick School, Burlington Lane, London, W4 3UN | 020 8747 0031 | enquiries@chiswickschool.org

Examinations 
Year 13 PPEs take place from Wednesday 9th 
January to Thursday 17th January. 
BTEC public exams for year 11-13 students will 
take place during January; individual timetables 
have been issued to students and the generic 
timetable is available on the school website.

End of Term Arrangements

Arrangements for Sixth Form
Thursday 20th December  - last day for 6th  
form students only 

Arrangements for Years 7 to 11
Friday 21st December - last day of term for years 
7-11 

Yr 11 students dismissed at 10.30 after receiving 
their PPE results.

Yr 9 & 10 students dismissed at 11.45 am.

Yr 8 students dismissed at 12pm.

Yr 7 students dismissed at 1.00pm.

Students who receive a free school meal must 
collect this at first break.


