
 

LEVEL 3 APPLIED DIPLOMA 
 

What is Criminology Level 3 Applied Diploma? 
WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is a qualification with elements of psychology, law 

and sociology that complements studies in humanities. This is an Applied General qualification. 

This means it is designed primarily to support students progressing to university. This course is 

designed to offer exciting and interesting experiences that focus learners through applied learning, 

i.e. through the acquisition of knowledge and understanding in purposeful contexts linked to the 

criminal justice system. An understanding of criminology is relevant to many job roles within the 

criminal justice sector, social and probation work and sociology and psychology. This qualification 

is equivalent to one A Level and graded on a scale of A-E. 

 
The course is made up of four units: 

 
1. Changing Awareness of Crime 

At the end of this unit, you will have gained skills to differentiate between myth and reality when it 

comes to crime and to recognise that common representations may be misleading and inaccurate. 

You will have gained the skills to understand the importance of changing public perceptions of 

crime. You will be able to use and assess a variety of methods used by agencies to raise 

awareness of crime so that it can be tackled effectively. You will have gained the skills to plan a 

campaign for change in relation to crime; for example to raise awareness, change attitudes or 

change reporting behaviour. 

 
2. Criminological Theories 

At the end of this unit you will have gained the skills to evaluate some criminological theories and 

know there are debates within the different theories. You will understand how changes in 

criminological theory have influenced policy. You will also have gained the skills to apply the 

theories to a specific crime or criminal in order to understand both the behaviour and the theory. 

 
3. Crime Scene to Courtroom 

You may be familiar with the role of the jury in the Crown Court, but you may not be aware of the 

many different factors that influence jury decision-making. By undertaking this unit, you will be 

able to assess the use of lay people in determining the fate of a suspect and evaluate the criminal 

trial process from crime scene to courtroom. 
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4. Crime and Punishment 

 

Why do most of us tend to obey the law even when to do so is against our own interests? What 

social institutions have we developed to ensure that people do obey laws? What happens to those 

who violate our legal system? Why do we punish people? How do we punish people? What 

organisations do we have in our society to control criminality or those who will not abide by the 

social rules that most of us follow? The purpose of this unit is for learners to develop skills in order 

to evaluate the effectiveness of the process of social control in delivering policy in practice.  

 
How is the course assessed? 
The WJEC Level 3 Applied Diploma in Criminology is assessed using a combination of internal and 

external assessment. 

 
The following unit will be externally assessed:  

 

Unit 2: Criminological Theories 

Unit 4: Crime and punishment 

 

The following unit is internally assessed: 

 

Unit 1: Changing Awareness of Crime 

Unit 3: Crime scene to courtroom 

 
This unit will be assessed through summative controlled assessment (available electronically) 

 

Where can it take me? 
 

This course prepares students for degrees including: Criminology; Criminology and Psychology; 

Law with Criminology; Psychology and Sociology. Alternatively, the qualification allows students to 

gain the required understanding and skills to be able to consider employment within some aspects of 

the criminal justice system, 

e.g. the National Probation Service, the Courts and Tribunals Service or the National Offender 

Management Service. 

 

What can I do to prepare? 
Read Criminology:A Complete Introduction:Teach Yourself (Teach Yourself: Reference) by Peter 

Joyce, watch documentaries about crime and criminology and read the news daily



 
 
  


