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Classical Civilisation (or Classics) is the study of ancient Greek and Roman civilisation in all its aspects: lan-
guage, literature, art, archaeology, history, and culture. It is a broad course and would appeal to students who 
have a range of interests, enjoy reading, writing, discussion and debate.

Careers  
Several studies and researches show that Classical Civilisation continues to be highly regarded by Universities 
and employers for its ability to develop clear, concise and logical writing skills, critical and analytical skills, and 
communication skills. It combines well with, and often enhances, other Arts and Humanities A level subjects. 
Entry requirements
All ancient texts are studied in English translation so there is no need to have studies Latin or Ancient Greek.

Study Skills
Throughout the course students will develop the following skills:
 • Critical reasoning Source analysis
 • Ability to manage time and meet deadlines
 • Ability to work under pressure in exam conditions
 • Creative thinking
 • Intellectual curiosity 

Classical Civilisation Modules for 2018 & 2019
The content of the AS module equates with the first year of A level and will be taught alongside it BUT it is 
a stand-alone qualification and does not count towards and A level qualification.

Entry Requirement
Level 6 in English at GCSE



YEAR 12
The world of the Hero (H408/11)
Homer’s Odyssey

Imperial Image (H408/22)

A critical study of selected books of the Odyssey 
and the religious, cultural and social values implicit 
in the text.

The poems of Homer were considered by the 
Greeks themselves to be a foundation of Greek 
culture, standing as they do at the beginning of the 
Western literary canon. This component provides 
learners with the opportunity to appreciate the 
epics of Homer, with their heroes, gods and exciting 
narratives.

Set texts: Books 1, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 16, 17, 
18, 19, 21, 22 and 23.

A critical study of the public image of the emperor 
Augustus between 44 BC and AD 14.

The key topics are broken-down by aspects of 
Augustus’ public image, often accompanied by one 
of his official titles. The final key topic is concerned 
with representations of Augustus in later art 
and literature, enabling learners to assess how 
successful Augustus’ self-presentation was in the 
long-term.

Prescribed sources: Res Gestae Divi Augusti Horace 
• Epodes 9 • Odes 1.37, 3.6, 3.14, 4.4, 4.15 • Carmen 
Saeculare Propertius • Elegies 3.4, 3.11, 3.12, 4.6 
Ovid • Metamorphoses 15.745–870 Suetonius • 
The Lives of the Twelve Caesars: Augustus 7–11, 17, 
20–22, 26, 28–29, 31, 34, 53, 56–58, 64–65, 68–71, 9.

YEAR 13
The world of the Hero (H408/11)
Virgil’s Aeneid

Greek Religion (H408/31)

A critical study of selected books of the Aeneid and 
the religious, cultural and social values implicit in 
the text.

This component provides learners with the 
opportunity to appreciate Virgil’s Aeneid, a 
cornerstone and landmark in Western literature. 

Drawing inspiration from Homer, as well as from his 
own cultural and political context, Virgil explored 
what it was to be a hero in the Roman world 
and created a work which has proven enduringly 
popular.

Set texts: Books 1, 2, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12.

Religion was an essential part of ancient Greek 
identity, permeating all strata of society and all 
aspects of an individual’s daily life. 

Students will learn the practicalities of religious 
ritual, and the role it played in society, alongside the 
functions and layout of famous temple complexes.
 Learners will also explore the nature of the gods 
and their relationship with mortals. This unit also 
includes the role of Mystery Cults, and the tensions 
caused by the rise of philosophical thinking.


