
 

Chiswick School - Reading and Registration 
From September 2019, Our students will read every morning during Form time. Here is a list of the books for each year group, and a little bit 
about each one. 

 

Year Book Title and Author Cover What’s it about? 

 
7 

Rook by Anthony 
McGowan 

 

This story follows a teenage boy, Nicky and his brother Kenny. Their mother left 
home due to her inability to cope with Kenny's SEN/D needs. The 
bully of the story, Stanno, who has epilepsy, is terrified of having an attack in school 
so takes out his fear and frustrations on Nicky. It is recommended as a school 
reader to address issues of bullying and show how the bully can also be a victim. It 
is particularly recommended for reluctant, dyslexic or struggling readers and may 
help bridge the gap between peer-on-peer abuse. It is a feel good story identifying 
how non-SEN/D learners find it considerably easy to respond to those with needs. 
 

8 The Bone Sparrow 
by Zana Fraillon 

 

Set in a refugee camp this book is about the friendship between an eleven year old 
boy who has lived in the camp his entire life and a girl who comes in from outside of 
the camp walls. It is recommended for students who enjoyed The Boy In The Striped 
Pyjamas and was shortlisted for the Carnegie medal (2017). 
 
 



9 Noughts and Crosses 
by Malorie Blackman 

 

Noughts and Crosses is a re-telling of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Set in a 
world where the dark skinned and beautiful Sephy, who is a Cross and therefore 
powerful and privileged, falls in love with pale skinned Callum who is a Nought and 
therefore poor and a servant, this story is a provoking look at prejudice and 
oppression in an alternative society. Themes include: racial injustice; segregation; 
forbidden love and family influence.We also study Romeo and Juliet as our school 
GCSE text so would be good to introduce the lower years to these themes early on. 

 

 

10 One of Us is Lying by 
Karen McManus 

 

This story is framed around a murder mystery set in a high school. Four teens are 
suspects in the death of a classmate. They were in detention with the boy when he 
died, but no one saw anyone do anything to him. The mystery has many twists and 
turns, plus romance, social drama, and bullying of all types (verbal, physical, and 
online). Much of the plot involves characters keeping secrets from friends and family 
and follows the inevitable tensions that arise when these are revealed. The cyber-
bullying in the text raises lots of ethical questions and will give readers much to 
discuss. 

11 Orangeboy by Patrice 
Lawrence 

 

This book is about a 16 year old boy, Marlon, living in Hackney with his mother. He 
has promised not to follow in the footsteps of his older brother who went down a 
destructive path to drugs and gang culture which resulted in him becoming disabled. 
Marlon then meets a girl and finds himself inevitably drawn into dangerous world of 
crime. This book includes ideas about the importance of family, diversity, drugs and 
crime as well as being a thriller and a coming-of-age story. 

 



12 Hiding in Plain Sight by 
Nuruddin Farah 

 

Hiding in Plain Sight is a profound exploration of the tensions between freedom and 
obligation, the ways gender and sexual preference define us, and the unexpected 
paths by which the political disrupts the personal. 

 


