
 

Chiswick School - Reading and Registration: Term Two 
 

From September 2019, our students will read every morning during form time. Here is a little bit about each novel. 
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Book Title and 
Author 

Cover What’s it about? 

 
7 

The Book Thief by 
Markus Zusak 

 

The story is told by Death and begins 1939, Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 
breath. Death has never been busier. Liesel, a nine-year-old girl, is living with a foster 
family on Himmel Street. Her parents have been taken away to a concentration camp 
and in an attempt to survive the psychological effects of war, Liesel steals books. This 
is her story and the story of the inhabitants of her street when the bombs begin to fall. 

8 Roll of Thunder, 
Hear My Cry by 
Mildred D. Taylor 

 

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry is a 1976 novel about racism in America during the Great 
Depression and Jim Crow era. It explores life in southern Mississippi where many are 
persecuted for the colour of their skin. Throughout the book, the reader learns about the 
importance of land and the effects of prejudice, at the same time as Cassie Logan, 
the young, female narrator, learns 'the way things are'.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Depression
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Crow
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Narrator


9 To Kill A 
Mockingbird by 
Harper Lee 

 

As a Southern Gothic and coming of age novel, the primary themes involve racial 
injustice and the destruction of innocence. Lee also addresses issues of class, courage, 
compassion, and gender roles in the American Deep South. This novel is renowned for 
its warmth and humour, despite dealing with the serious issues of rape and racial 
inequality. The narrator's father, Atticus Finch, has served as a moral hero for many 
readers and as a model of integrity for lawyers. 

 

10 Heroes by Robert 
Cormier 

 

Heroes is a 1998 novel centred on the character Francis Cassavant, who has just 
returned to his childhood home of Frenchtown, Monument (in Massachusetts), from 
serving in the Second World War in France and has severe deformities as a result of an 
incident during the war. The structure of the novel involves the use of flashbacks to 
Francis's childhood in Frenchtown and the events in Frenchtown following the war, 
when Francis returns.  
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Southern_Gothic
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rape
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_inequality_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Racial_inequality_in_the_United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atticus_Finch
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_World_War


11 The Road by 
Cormac McCarthy 

 

The Road is a post-apocalyptic novel detailing the journey of a father and his young son 
over a period of several months, across a landscape blasted by an unspecified 
cataclysm that has destroyed most of civilization and, in the intervening years, almost 
all life on Earth.  

12 A Thousand 
Splendid Suns by 
Khaled Hosseini 

 

A Thousand Splendid Suns is Hosseini’s second novel, following his bestselling 2003 
debut, The Kite Runner, studied at A Level English at Chiswick. Mariam is an 
illegitimate child, and suffers from both the stigma surrounding her birth along with the 
abuse she faces throughout her marriage. Laila, born a generation later, is 
comparatively privileged during her youth until their lives intersect and she is also 
forced to accept a marriage proposal from Rasheed, Mariam's husband. Hosseini has 
remarked that he regards the novel as a "mother-daughter story" in contrast to The Kite 
Runner, which he considers a "father-son story".[1] It continues some of the themes 
used in his previous work, such as the familial aspects, but focuses primarily on female 
characters and their roles in Afghan society. 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apocalyptic_and_post-apocalyptic_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bestseller
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Kite_Runner
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Thousand_Splendid_Suns#cite_note-KH_interview-1

